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Navy plans revamp
of evaluation criteria

Emphasis to shift to sailors’ day-to-day job performance rag.s

A time
to mourn
troops
in copter
crash

AP photos
Above: Leroy Hernandez and his wife Evelyn Hernandez grieve the death of son Lance Cpl. Tony Hernandez at home in Canyon Lake,
Texas. Hernandez was killed when a military transport helicopter crashed Wednesday in Iraq. Right: Sgt. David Tramill of Kaneohe,
Hawaii, reacts to the news of the helicopter crash. All but three of the 30 Marines and one sailor killed when the CH-53E Super
Stallion helicopter crashed in a desert sandstorm had been deployed from Marine Corps Base Hawaii.
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Scene on Sunday

Hong Kong blends
many cultures

States

Archdiocese sex scandal: A
man testified that the now-de-
frocked priest at the center of the
Boston Archdiocese sex scandal

would wait for him in the bathroom
with the lights off, pull him from catechism
classes and rape and fondle him in the
church pews, confessional and rectory.
The man, now 27, recalled Wednesday
how he saw Paul Shanley silhouetted
against the hallway light, his hands out-
stretched in a priestly pose. He said the
abuse began at age 6 and continued until
1989, when he was 12.

Gay custody battle: A woman whose
daughter was adopted by her former lesbi-
an partner has lost a court battle to regain
custody in Houston.

The Texas Supreme Court declined Fri-
day to hear a request by Julie Ann Hobbs of
Galveston to dismiss a lawsuit filed in May
by Janet Kathleen Van Stavern for joint cus-
tody and standard visitation of the
6-year-old girl.

Hobbs and Van Stavern were together
for eight years, ending in February 2004,
Hobbs conceived the girl through artificial
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and gave birth in 1998.

Michael Jackson trial: The prosecution
wants jurors in Michael Jackson’s molesta-
tion trial in Los Angeles to have their own
screening of a British television documenta-
Ty about the pop star, a show that the de-
fense denounced as “heavlly edited in the
most sensational fashion possible.”

Broadcast in February 2003, “Living
With Michael Jackson” was the trigger for
an investigation leading to Jackson’s child
molestation case. It contains footage of
Jackson holding hands with the child who
has alleged he was molested by the enter-
tainer.

New BTK evidence: A package purport-
edly tied to the BTK serial killings was
found after a local television news station
received a postcard directing it to the
scene, a television station reported.

The Wichita, Kan., station KAKE-TV
broke into its aftemoon programming Tues-
day to air footage of a cereal box leaning
against a traffic sign along a road, but did
not disclose its contents at the request of po-
lice.

Paid columnists: President Bush or-
dered his Cabinet secretaries not to hire col-
umnists to promote administration agendas
after disclosure that a second writer had
been paid to assist an agency.

lential Service Center, near downtown Los Angeles, on

Institute found 60 percent of Californians favor the way
the Republican governor is doing his job, but 49 percent of Democrats disapprove. Six in 10
independent voters still give Schwarzenegger high marks, but the number of independents
who disapprove of him has almost doubled, from 18 percent last year to 32 percent.

“All our Cabinet secretaries must realize
that we will not be paying commentators to ad-
vance our agenda,” Bush said.

Bush’s remarks came a day after syndicat-
ed columnist Maggie Gallagher apologized to
readers for not disclosing a $21,500 contract
with the Health and Human Services Depart-
ment to help create materials promoting the
agency’s $300 million initiative to encourage

marriage.

Suspended judge resigns: Concord, N.H.,
Judge Franklin Jones, suspended for groping
five women at a conference last year, resigned
hours after a committee emphatically recom-
mended that he not get his job back.

“I wish to again express my apologies to
those who have been impacted by my inappro-
priate conduct,” the Rochester District Court
judge said in a letter to Gov. John Lynch and
other state officials.

World

Zhao memorial service: China said Thurs-
day it will hold a weekend memorial for oust-
ed Communist Party leader Zhao Ziyang as au-
thorities kept a tight watch on activists in an
apparent effort to stem any public

The “body farewell ceremony” will take
place at 9 a.m. Saturday at Babaoshan Ceme-
tery in Beijing, the main cemetery for revolu-
tionary heroes.

The official said foreign reporters are
barred from the event, which has a lower sta-
tus than a state funeral.

Trouble in Sudan: The U.N. envoy to Sudan
on Thursday called for the immediate release
of three Sudanese employees of an American
Christian aid agency who were abducted last
month in South Darfur.

The workers, well-drillers of the Mary-
land-based Adventist Development and Rellef
Agency International, were captured at gun-
point on Dec. 16, the aid agency said.

Weapons ban in West Bank: The Palestin-
ian leadership banned civilians on Thursday
from carrying weapons, its latest step aimed
at reining in militant violence, as the Palestin-
ian leader said he was awaiting Israel’s re-
sponse on a proposal for a mutual cease-fire
declaration.

If enforced, the ban on weapons would be a
strong move against militant groups, whose
gunmen often brandish their automatic weap-
ons in the streets of Gaza and the West Bank.

ration.

Stories and photo from The Associated Press.
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Navy to alter sailors’ evaluations

Job performance will carry more weight than testing for promotions

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — Sailors soon will see
some major changes that will impact both
their wallets and the way they’re judged for
promotion, the Navy’s top personnel officer
told sailors Thursday at Naval Support Ac-
tivity Naples.

The service is changing how sailors’ per-
formance evaluations and promotions will
be handled, which “won’t happen tomor-
row” but might be a reality within a year,
Vice Adm. Gerry Hoewing said during a
morning all-hands meeting with sailors
from southern-Italy bases. Hoewing is wind-
ing down a European tour of bases,

Leaders evaluating sailors’ accomplish-
ments will put more emphasis on their
day-to-day job performance rather than on
criteria such as time-in-grade, time-in-
service and “test-taking strategies,” Hoew-
ing said. But the latter criteria still will be
considered.

Sailors who might be highly proficient in
their jobs but horrible at taking tests and
thus penalized, for example, will fare better
under the change. A pilot program already
in place mirrors the system used for flag of-
ficers, who are judged heavily on their job

scussed the changes during
two all-hands meetings — the first for sail-
ors E-6 and below and the second for those
E-7 and higher.

The lower enlisted sailors were a much
feistier group, asking pointed questions on a

variety of topics ranging from the Navy's
plan to merge ratings, training and promo-
tion opportunities, retirement options, and
how to qualify for bonuses.

Petty Officer 1t Class Marilyn Gellegam

time in service, test results, decorations,
and performance reports.

While performance reports are “heavily
weighed” in the promotion process, Smal
said he could not immediately quantify

praised the idea of perfor val-  what that in an air-
uations. man’s total score.
“I think it's fair. e Army also

Sailors who are moti-
vated — those who do

Sailors who might be

scores enlisted pro-
motions on a point

things to improve highly proficient in system that includes
themselves, go . ’ " both objective crite-
school, do extra ot LR€tT Jobs but horrible 50 e in
duty — they will be grade and test scores,

recognized,” she said.

“Ireally likeit. Itwill  penalized,
motivate people to ;
compete with each will fa

other. We're moving
to a very competitive
Navy, and those who
help themselves will be the ones to ad-
vance.”

Capt. Jeff Landis, spokesman for Marine
Corps Manpower and Reserve Affairs, said
officials have not made or discussed major
changes to the Marine Corps’ promotion sys-
tem, but do consider job performance as a
major factor when making those decisions.
Corps officials have made minor adjust-
ments to the system in recent years, like up-
dating fitness requirements and increasing
the value of professional military education
when considering promotions, Landis said.

The Air Force uses a point system for en-
listed promotions, according to Capt. David
Small. Points are awarded for time in grade,

at taking tests and thus

under the change.

and evaluations — al-
though Army promo-

tions are divided into
three categories, de-
pending on grade, ac-
cording tospokes-
man Lt. Col. Kevin

for example,
re better

Arata.
In Naples, Hoewing also sald the Navy is

hull technician, said Lt. Kyle Raines, a Navy
Personnel Command spokesman.

The Navy also is merging ratings, or jobs,
to make broader categories and give sailors
more career opportunities while cutting
down on redundancies, Hoewing said.

But Petty Officer 2nd Class Tim Wittner
said he was concerned that sailors already
proficient in one rating will be penalized if
ratings merge, especially if tested on materi-
al for promotions in skills they didn’t per-
form before ratings were combined.

Adequate training would be provided to
get sailors proficient in all duties, Hoewing
said. The performance evaluation changes
would help lessen any impact of the merges,
he said, because test scores won't be as
heavily considered.

In other topics, he said the Navy would
like some latitude when it comes to retire-
ment qualifications. Last year, Congress de-
nied the Navy’s request to change the retire-
ment eligibly requirement, which by law re-

broadening its Selective
Bonus program, upping the bonus amount
for some ratings and including others that
before were not eligible.

The Navy has faced challenges getting
sailors in hard-to-fill jobs such as nuclear
specialists, special operations, and explo-
sive ordnance teams, he said.

The service is consndenng raising the
maximum SRB payout from $45000 to
$60,000 for a six-year re-enlistment commit-
ment for Navy SEALS, and also considering
expanding the SRB to ratings such as avia-
tion boatswain’s mate and damage-control

quires all servi to serve a mini-
‘mum of 20 years to qualify for benefits.

But as technology improves, “some skill
sets are not going to be needed in the 21st
century,” he said, but couldn’t provide any
specific examples.

Instead of keeping sailors in for the sake
of keeping them until the 20-year mark, or
having them get out without rewarding a de-
cade or more of military service, Navy lead-
ers want leeway to offer retirement opportu-
nities at, say, 12 or 15 years of service, he
said.

E-mail Sandra Jontz at: jontzs@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Families learn tips for copmgmth deployment

BY VINCE LITTLE
Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan —
Parents dealing with a spouse’s
absence brought on by the tsuna-
mi-relief effort, Middle East de-
ployment or other temporary-
duty  assignment  gathered
Wednesday at the Yokota Enlist-
ed Club to hear about various cop-
ing methods.

The Parent Talk on Deploy-
ment, sponsored by Yokota East
Elementary School and Yokota
Middle School, was the first
forum of its kind, according to
school  psychologist ~ Sandi
Johnston, the event’s chief orga-
nizer. Hugh Clark, a Family Ad-
vocacy volunteer, led the discus-
sion, touching on deployment
stresses on all family members
and outlining different ways for
them to adjust.

The session was timely: About
500 Yokota airmen are away sup-
porting Operation Iragi Free-
dom, Operation Enduring Free-

Correction

A brief in Friday’s edition of
Stars and Stripes should have
said that a change-of-com-
mand ceremony for U.S. Forc-
es Japan and Sth Air Force
will be held at 10 a.m. Feb. 10
in Hangar 15 at Yokota Air
Base, Japan.

dom and the U.S. military’s tsuna-
mi-relief missions in South Asia.

“It's important to have these
types of things available,” Clark
said. “The sad thing is, people
don’t always utilize them. Pro-
grams are huge here and they’re
available.”

Understanding the sources of
stress during separation periods
is critical to handling its impact,
he said. Managing almost every
aspect of life — from finances
and friends to health concerns
and the isolation of being so far
from home — are contributing
factors.

Master Sgt. Terry Cross of the
Family Support Center said fami-
lies should attend pre-deploy-
ment briefings to get a stronger
grasp on difficulties they might
face. “It helps to deal with stress
if you know what stresses you're
facing,” he said.

Clark offered some coping
strategies for spouses, which in-
clude sticking to priorities, orga-
nizing tasks, getting adequate
sleep, allowing for personal time
every day, eating well-balanced
meals and regular exercise. He
also encouraged the group to de-
velop a healthy mental outlook.

“Check your thinking,” he said.
“That’s a problem a lot of us prob-
ably face. The shaping of views is
very important. The mind gets
programmed a certain way.
Some programs are good. Some
need tweaking every now and
then.”

= Ch

JIM SCHULZ/Stars and Stripes.

Volunteer Hugh Clark helps family members of deployed
servicemembers at Yokota Air Base, Japan, devise strategies of
coping with the stress of daily life without a spouse at home.

When one parent is deployed,
he said, some children — partic
larly younger ones — often dis-
play troubling signs such as ex-
treme neediness, changes in eat-
ing or sleeping patterns, com-
plaints of physical illness with no
apparent cause, fears related to
events, withdrawal or intense sad-
ness, concentration problems
and regressive behavioral pat-
terns.

Clark urges parents left behind
to keep lines of communication

open — even if that means sched-
uling a daily or weekly time to
talk — while maintaining pre-de-
ployment habits and practices
when possible.

“Routines are reassuring and
comforting for everyone but espe-
cially young children,” he added.

News reports — particularly

ist bombings, beheadings and kid-
nappings — should be avoided,
he warned, adding that parents
also must carefully temper their
reaction to such current events.

“Do not watch this stuff,” Clark
told the forum. “There are other
ways you can let your children
know what’s going on in the
world, without seeing gruesome
or graphic images.”

Susan Simmons brought her
daughters Kaitlyn, 14, and Court-
ney, 11, to Wednesday’s work-
shop. Her husband, Capt. James
Simmons of the 374th Comptrol-
ler Squadron, left for the Middle
East in December.

“This is our fourth deploy-
ment,” she said. “It never gets
easy but you kind of know what
to expect. We also have the very,
very best support system. His
squadron has been phenomenal,
with regular calls and e-mails.
All we have to do is mention
something, and someone from
the squadron is over to help.”

The family also copes with the
separation by staying away from
TV news reports, she added.

“We know too that this is some-
thing he believes in,” Simmons
said. “That makes it easier be-
cause we know it’s something he
wants to do, and we support
him.”

Johnston said future forums
aimed at reducing the burden of
deployments on families and chil-
dren remain likely.

Contact _the Family Support
Center at DSN 225-8725 or Fami-
1y Advocacy at DSN 225-3648 for
information about Yokota’s assis-
tance programs
E-mail Vince Little
littlev@pstripes.osd.mil
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Misawa team

picks Snoopy

for snow sculpture theme

BY JENNIFER H. SVAN
Stars and Stripes

MISAWA NAVAL AIR FACILITY, Japan —
Adopting a more light-hearted theme this year, a
team of five Misawa sailors will carve Peanuts
character Snoopy as the Red Baron flying ace at
the S6th Sapporo Snow Festival next month on Ja-
pan’s northern island of Hokkaido.

It's the 22nd year in a row the Navy at Misawa
has sent sailors to Japan’s most famous winter fes-
tival, slated for Feb. 7-13.

In years past, the team carved Lady Liberty
after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, the Lone
Sailor in honor of those killed in the 2000 terrorist
bombing of the USS Cole in Yemen and the
doomed space shuttle Columbia.

Snoopy piloting his doghouse rose to the top of
the list this year because “it’s something that the
team all liked, and we felt comfortable it was some-
thing we all could do,” said Chief Petty Officer
Ranney Gaines, the team leader.

Besides, “canoon characters are really popular
in Japan,” he

About 2 million people come to the Sapporo
Snow Festival each year to see snow sculptures as
tall as houses, some with giant slides for children.
The festival began in 1950 when local high school
students built six snow figures in Odori Park; five
years later, the Japan Self-Defense Force built the
first massive snow sculpture.

For Misawa Navy personnel, the annual sojourn
to Hokkaido’s winter wonderland is above all a
community relations venture, Gaines said. Japa-
nese Ground Self-Defense Forces will host the sail-
ors in Army barracks at Camp Sapporo. They’ll
also meet with Sapporo city council members and
mingle with Japanese spectators while carving a
10-foot block of snow.

“The best part is interacting with the Japanese,”
said Petty Officer 2nd Class Joshua Mosenthin, a
Seabee with Misawa’s public works department
and a veteran carver of the local Misawa snow fes-
tivals. “A lot of times the school k!ds come out and
want to do interviews with you.”

Joining Mosenthin and Gaines are Petty Officer
1st Class Tom Dary, Petty Officer 2nd Class
Ronald Davis and Seaman Apprentice James
Rucker. They applied and were selected by the
command to be part of this year’s team.

Also preparing for the Hokkaido trip is a team of
four from Yokota Air Base near Tokyo who will
represent the United States in the festival’s inter-
national competition, according to team organizer
Dave Russo, a retiree and civilian employee at
Yokota.

Yokota has sent a team to Sapporo every year
for more than 30 years, Russo said. Team mem-
bers in the early days were goodwill ambassadors
but, about 16 years ago, Yokota gained official
sponsor status from the U.S. Embassy to represent
the United States in international competition,
Russo said.

JENNIFER H. SVAN/Stars and Stripes

A team of sailors from Misawa Naval Air Facil
Japan — from left: Petty Officer 1st Class Tom I)ary,
Seamen Apprentice James Rucker, Petty Officer 2nd
Class Joshua Mosenthin, Chief Petty Officer Ranney
Gaines and Petty Officer 2nd Class Ronald Davis —
will carve a Snoopy the Red Baron snow

Teachers happy to
have Harvard help

Pacific instructors learn to employ math earlier

BY FRED ZIMMERMAN
Stars and Stripes

TORII STATION, Okinawa —
Elementary schools throughout
the Pacific and Guam teamed
with Harvard University to pro-
vide educators with additional
‘math training.

A total of 43 Department of De-
fense Dependents Schools Pacific
and Domestic Dependent Elemen-
tary and Secondary Schools
Guam teachers took part in an on-

helps teachers realize how pupils
use algebraic thinking and helps
teachers develop strategies that
support developing algebraic
thinking in their pupils.

Megan Smith, a third-grade
teacher at Stearley Heights Ele-
mentary School on Kadena Air
Base, said the training “helped
me see how important algebraic
thinking is to building [a mathe-
matical] foundation.” Since tak-
ing the course, Smith said, she
now “steps outside the textbook”

line program from September to while  teaching
December.  The . math by investi-
program, “Teach- & JVe’re moving  gating ~ patterns
ing Math Funda- and repetition of
mentals on the beyond the patterns.

Way to Algebraic Those who took
Thinkinginthe - ¢dea that math  part in the train-

ementary School,”
is offered through
‘WIDE World, the

is just dealing
with facts ...

ing were divided
into teams: three
or four teachers

Education Tech- per team from the
nology Center at ” schools that par-
the Harvard Grad- it's a much Hcipated, - said
uate Schoolof Edu- cJeeper level of ~ Jane Schneider,
cation. DODDS  Pacif-

The school dis-
trict offered the
course to provide

understanding.9?

ic/DDESS Guam
elementary cur-
riculum special-

professional devel- Jane Schneider  ist. Each team
opment for its 11elei DODDS Pacific/DDESS would discuss
mentary  school what team mem-
teachers, accord- Guam elementary bers had read and

ing to Steven R.
Bloom, deputy di-

rector of DODDS Pacific/DDESS
Guam. He said the trammg helps

that will be on display during the Feb. 7-13 56th
annual Sapporo Snow Festival on Hokkaido.

‘Team members this year are Tech. Sgt. Timothy
Burns, 374th Transportation Squadron; Tech. Sgt.
Bobby Jones, 374th Communications Squadron;
Ronald Hawkins, an English teacher in the local
community outside Yokota; and the team manag-
er, Tech. Sgt. Michael Brogan.

The Yokota crew will carve an American bald
eagle, competing against 16 other countries for the
prize of grand champion.

“The main prize we strive for is bragging
rights,” Russo said. “If USA wins, we get a flag”
that's passed down to the first-place winner every
year and displayed in front of the winning sculp-
ture for the festival’s duration.

Carving in the international competition starts
Feb. 5, before the festival officially kicks off.
Teams have four days to finish their sculpture and
may work from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily, Russo said.

“Every year we try to do something represent-
ing America,” Russo said. “At the end of the day,
you can barely bend your arms to reach your hair
because youre hurting so bad, but it’s a lot of
pride.”

E-mail Jennifer . Svan at: svanj@pstripes.osd.mil

the

which in turn helps them better
prepare their pupils for middle
and high schools.

Algebra hasn’t traditionally
been taught in most U.S. elemen-
tary schools. But research indi-
cates pupils perform better on
tests of mathematical understand-
ing when teachers incorporate al-
gebraic thinking into classroom
instruction, according to the Har-
vard Graduate School of Educa-
tion Web site, wideworld.pzhar-
vard.edu/.

“In _elementary school,” the
‘Web site states, “this means inves-
tigating numerical patterns and
relationships, learning to de-
scribe patterns mathematically
and using patterns to make pre-
dictions. Students also begin
'using symbols, sometimes invent-
ed and sometimes of a standard
nature, to model problem situa-
tions and express generaliza-
tions.”

The site states that the course

curriculum specialist

assignments they
completed. They
also would use what they learned
during classroom discussion and
later reflect collectively on how
the lessons went.

In addition to team discussions,
Schneider said, the teams shared
their experiences online with oth-
ers taking the course.

“We're moving beyond the idea
that math is just dealing with
facts ... it's a much deeper level
of understanding,” Schneider
said.

Future involvement with the
course is to be determined,
Bloom said. The teachers who
took part filled out a survey on
the course for Harvard; the dis-
trict also is following up with its
own survey. Bloom said the initial
feedback is that although the
course requires a lot of work, it’s
beneficial and enlightening.

The training, Schneider said,
“may have given the teams a
point of reference on why we
teach certain things at different
grade levels. It enriches what
we're already doing.”
red Zimmerman at
Zimmermantipetpes osd.mi

Repairs interrupt water flow

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Several
housing areas and schools here were left
with little water pressure Wednesday
night as the water was shut off so lines
could be serviced.

The water flow, shut off by Kadena Air
Base civil engineers at approximately 10
p.m., was restored several hours later, once
the work ‘was complete, said Marine Master
Sgt. Joseph King, Camp Services chief for
camps Foster and Lester. The lines ser-
viced were on Camp Foster, near the Sada
Housing area.

As a result of low water pressure, the
base asked residents and workers not to

drink the water until its potability had

been tested. King said the tests, being run
by Housing Maintenance, would take 24
hours, with results received by 10 a.m. Fri-
day.

“It’s normal procedure to test the water
‘when you have low pressure because the
water just kind of sits there in the lines,” he
said.

Areas affected include Kishaba Terrace,
Sada Housing, North Towers, Kishaba Tow-
ers, Zukeran and Killin elementary schools
and Kubasaki High School.

Announcements not to drink the water
‘were posted via e-mail and appeared on
American Forces Network, as well as fli-
ers and signs throughout the base spread

the word, King said. Residents are asked
to call Camp Services at 645-7317 for
‘more information.

Mayors submit relocation letter

Mayors of the cities hosting Camp
Zama, Japan, said any U.S. military troop
relocation to Camp Zama shouldn’t be al-
lowed, Japanese officials said Thursday.

Zama City’s mayor, Katsuji Hoshino,
and Sagamihara City’s deputy mayor,
Toshio Kayama, met Japanese Foreign
Minister Nobumka Machimura Dn

) i Ao to Camp Zaima Lhal
may lead to

‘media reports of possible relocation of the
Army’s I Corps headquarters and Okina-
wa-based Marines to Camp Zama.

A letter of request submitted by the
mayors also called for the government to
re-examine the necessity of having U.S.
military facilities in their cities and to re-
turn any part of the facilities not being
used, or that would be important to town
planning, since congestion is significant in
the two cities.

“Reducing the burden on Okinawa has
been the focus in the transformation issue
but reducing the burden on the local cities

— in other words, consolidation and re-
turn of the bases — is the earnest desire of
Sagamihara and Zama residents, just as in
Okinawa,” the letter stated.

base alluding lo

From staff reports
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U.S. mourns troops killed on deadliest day

27 Hawaii-based Marines died in Iraq helo crash

BY B.J. REYES
The Associated Press

KAILUA, Hawaii — A sudden
and painful reminder of the war in
Iraq hit this state with word that
27 Marines from one base had
been killed in the worst loss of Ha-
waii-based troops since Pear] Har-

bor.

All but three of the 30 Marines
and one sailor killed when a heli-
copter crashed Wednesday in a
desert sandstorm had been de-
ployed from the Marine Corps
base at Kaneohe Bay, according to
Sen. Daniel Akaka, D-Hawaii.

“We are particularly feeling the
effects of the war in Hawaii,”
Akaka said in a statement from
his Washington office.

“My heartfelt thoughts, prayers
and deepest sympathies go to the
families of each Marine.”

The crash shook the Windward
Oahu community near the base as
residents awaited the names of the
dead. “Your heart just sinks,” said
Bobbie Jerome, 34, whose Marine
husband has not been deployed to

Traq.
The Kaneohe Bay base is under

the operational control of the 1st
Marine Division at Camp Pendle-
ton, near Oceanside, Calif. Some
of the victims also were based in
San Diego.

While the Marines come from
hometowns across America, no
single military attack or accident
stands out as hitting Hawaii hard-
er since the 1941 attack on Pearl
Harbor that left 2,390 people dead
and 1,178 wounded.

“That's a tragic story for every-
body here,” Bob Reeve, 71, a retir-
ee who lives near the Kaneohe
base, said after hearing the news.
“We like our military here. It's
going to be a sad thing.”

The crash dramatically in-
creased the death toll of service-
men with Hawaii ties in Iraq and
Afghanistan to 78, including 43 Ma-
rines from the Kaneohe base.

band is a Marine pilot currently
stationed at Camp Pendleton, said
she was stunned when she heard
about the crash on television.

“You hear about people dying
every day in ones and twos,” she
said. “But 31 is just too much to
comprehend.”

Warlock sought solace at the
beach with her 5-month-old daugh-
ter, Heidi, and a fellow Marine
wife who cried at news of the
deaths, even though she had con-
firmed her deployed husband was

K.

“You just know how every sin-
gle woman sitting in her home
feels, whether it's going to be
yours or someone you know,” War-
lock said. “It doesn’t matter who it
is. It's a bad day for everybody.”

Back in Kailua, Lee Bowman,
25, a Navy medic who served in
Iraq last year, said of the victims:
“My heart goes out to them. I feel
it's going to be hard to replace
them.”As word of the crash
reached this town next to the Ma-
rine base, at least one said the trag-
edy would bring people in the mili-
tary community together.

“It's a unity building thing,”
said Margaret Franks, 52, a sub-
stance abuse counselor from
Kailua, “but I hate to have this
tragic thing be the cause for us to
be more united.”

Associated Press writers T.A. Badger in
Texas and Michelle Morgante in Califor-
nia contributed to this report.

Calif. military town stung by deaths

The Associated Press

OCEANSIDE, Calif. — This sea-
side military town reacted with
grief and resolve Wednesday at
the news that 31 servicemembers
were killed when a transport heli-
copter crashed in the deadliest
single incident yet for U.S. forces
in Iraq.

“It’s terrible, but it comes with
the territory,” said Carl Dreibel-
bis, 52, an Oceanside native who
served in the Navy and said mem-
bers of his family have fought in
every U.S. war since the Ameri-
can Revolution.

“Im afraid that when people
hear this, their inclinations will
be to retreat. But I say charge,”
Dreibelbis said.

Some of the victims were mem-
bers of the 3rd Marine Aircraft
‘Wing, based at Marine Corps Air
Station Miramar in San Diego.
Further details were withheld
pending notification of families.

The crew chief onboard the he-
licopter, Lance Cpl. Tony Hernan-

dez, de-
ployed  to
Iraq last sum-

mer and was
scheduled lo

Pendleton in
March, said
his  father,
Leroy Her-
nandez, of
Canyon

Lake, Texas.

He said he last spoke with his
son on Sunday.

“He said it was cold, that he
didn’t like the weather, that he
was working his butt off — the
usual gripes,” Hernandez said.
“He didn’t say a lot because he
didn’t want anyone to worry.”

The previous deadliest incident
in Iraq for American servicemem-
bers also was a helicopter crash:
In November 2004, two Black
Hawks collided w] rying to
avoid ground fire, illing 17 ser-
vicemembers.
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‘Wednesday’s crash occurred as
personnel were being transport-
ed by the CH-S3E Super Stallion
as part of security and stabiliza-
tion operations. The military did
not mention a possible cause.

Hernandez said his son tried to
Jjoin the Marines after he graduat-
ed from high school but was re-
Jjected because he was too heavy.
After visiting with a recruiter
again, he was soon running hard
and dieting to trim nearly 25
pounds off his frame. He had lost
another 20 pounds by the time he
finished Marine boot camp in Cal-
ifornia.

“We went to his graduation and
we almost didn’t recognize him,”
Hernandez said.

He said his own memories of
fighting in the Vietnam War
weighed heavily on him after his
son deployed to Iraq.

“I knew [the war] was going to
escalate — it was pretty much
guaranteed,” he said. “Unfortu-
nately, it's the young kids who
end up paying the price.”

Courtesy of the Linn family/AP

U.S. Marine Lance Cpl. Karl Linn of Chesterfield, Va., poses with his
rifle at his base in Iraq’s Anbar Province. Linn was killed in an ambush
on a convoy he was riding on Wednesday near Hadithah, Iraq.

Va. loses 4 ‘brothers’

The Associated Press

LYNCHBURG, Va. — Four
Marines from a combat engi-
neering company were killed
and four injured during an am-
bush on the deadliest day in
Iraq for U.S. troops.

The four were killed in Iraq’s
Anbar Province and were
among 36 American troops
killed in Iraq on Wednesday.
Thirty-one were killed in a Ma-
rine helicopter crash in the west-
ern desert.

Capt. Jamie Wagner of Com-
pany C, 4th Combat Engineer
Battalion, on Thursday identi-
fied the dead as: Sgt. Jesse
Strong, 24, of Albany, Vt., a stu-
dent at Liberty University in
Lynchburg; Cpl. Jonathan Bowl-
ing, 23, of Stuart; Cpl. Christo-
pher Weaver, 24, of Spotsylva-
nia; and Lance Cpl. Karl Linn,
20, of Chesterfield.

“The Marine Corps is truly a
band of brothers and we lost
four brothers from this compa-
ny,” Wagner said. “But we con-
tinue to do our jobs and contin-
ue to carry on as Marines.”

Company C, part of the 4th
Combat Battalion based in Balti-
more, was activated in June
2003, Wagner said, and left for
Iraq in September 2003. They
were to return home in the
spring.

A reporter embedded with
those troops, Jim Dolan of
WABC in New York City, said
the four were killed when insur-
gents ambushed a Marine con-
voy leaving the town of Haditha,
northwest of Baghdad, hitting a
vehicle with a rocket-propelled
grenade.

Wagner, senior active duty ad-
viser with Company C, identi-
fied the injured as: Cpl. Charles
Gentry, Cumberland, Tenn,;
Sgt. William Meyers of Moores-
ville, N.C.; and Lance Cpl. Mark
Miller of Bedford. Each was hos-
pitalized with minor injuries,
Wagner said. Cpl. Timothy Fran-
Klin of Lynchburg was also treat-
ed for injuries.

In Iraq, Company C was in-
volved with the search for weap-
ons caches, sweeping roads for
explosives and building fighting
positions, Wagner said.

General: [raq forces to be ready in 6 months

BY BASSEM MROUE
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iragi troops need six more months
before they can take control of cities and towns,
ITraq’s army chief said Thursday. Afterward, it
U.S. and other foreign
forces to protect the country’s borders.

Gen. Babaker Shawkat Zebari said he was optimis-
tic about prospects for bolstering the capabilities of
goal as the White
House comes under domestic political pressure to
reduce the American military commitment here.

“God willing, during this year, our units will be
fully armed, trained and have enough s
bari, an ethnic Kurd, said. “After all this is finished,
T am very optimistic 'that the Iraqgi army will be able
to protect the territories and border.”

would still need help from

Iraq’s security forces — akey U.S.

Zebari said that if Iragi forces continue to im-
prove, “we will be able to protect Iragi cities and vil-

to do so.

ldiers,” Ze-

lages within six months.”

Pentagon officials hope to accelerate the training
of Iraqi security forces after the Sunday national
elections so that they can assume the main role in
fighting the insurgency. That would enable Washing-
ton to begin bringing home the 15,000 U.S. troops.

On Wednesday, however, the top U.S. commander
here, Gen. George Casey, said Iraqi forces were not
ready to take over the fight against the insurgents
and there was no guarantee they would ever be able

But Zebari said he was hopeful that over the next
six months, the insurgents could be weakened militar-

ily as Iragi forces grow in confidence and capability.
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JOSEPH GIORDONO/Stars and Stripes
Sgt. 1st Class Jefferson Pridgen,
working with 1st Battalion, 9th
Infantry, hands out election
information to Iraqis in the
Tamim district near Ramadi.

.
U.S. rolein
.
Iraqi vote
criticized
BY COLUM LYNCH
The Washington Post
UNITED NATIONS — The
United Nations’ top elections offi-
cial, Carina Perelli, on Wednes-

day sharply criticized U.S. mili-
tary forces in Iraq for

Iraq election a test for Bush doctrine

BY HANNAH ALLAM
AND STEVEN BUTLER
Knight Ridder Newspapers

BAGHDAD — A big test of President
Bush’s initiative to promote democracy every-
where will come Sunday in Iraq, which holds
its first elections since U.S. troops toppled Sad-
dam Hussein’s regime nearly two years ago.

The elections are likely fo be messy, like
much of the political process in Iraq since
Bush declared an end to major combat on
May 1, 2003. They could lead to civil war
among Iraq’s competing ethnic groups or they
could mark an important step toward democ-
racy and a stable Iraqi self-rule.

What’s the election for?

Iraqis will elect an interim national assem-
bly of 275 representatives that will have sever-
al important jobs. One key task is selecting a

to draft a
that will set rules for new elections next year.

It will also appoint a president and two vice
presidents. Those jobs are likely to go
one-each to leaders from Irag’s three main eth-
nic groups, the majority Shiite Muslims, the
Sunni Muslim Arab minority and the Kurds.
The president will appoint a prime minister to
head the government.

Why does it matter?

The election is an important step — but
hardly the last — in a long process of handing
control of Iraqi affairs back to the Iraqis. A
general election in which citizens vote freely
for people to represent them confers broad ac-
ceptance on a government like nothing else. If
the voting goes well, it will achieve that, but
the prospect of low participation by some of
Iraq’s ethnic groups — especially Sunni Mus-
lims — is certain to undermine the govern-
ment to some degree.

For whom will Iragis cast votes?

Voters will vote not for individuals but for
broad slates of candidates. The United Na-
tions backed this kind of election in June be-
cause it argued there wasn't enough time and
it would be too divisive to set up

Isn’t there a big boycott of the election?
Yes. Major political parties representing the
Sunnis, accounting for about 20 percent of the
population, are boycotting the election.

They say there’s too much violence for their
supporters to feel safe in going to the polls.
That’s likely to result in Sunnis getting little
representation in the assembly.

‘Will there be a civil war?It’s possible. The
Sunnis are the main force behind the insurgen-
cy, and they’ve launched frequent attacks on
the Shiites. If the Sunnis get few representa-
tives in the government, support for the insur-
gency could grow.

At the same time there are proposals for
fixes after the election, such as appointing
Sunnis to the assembly, making sure they’re

electoral districts with their own representa-
tives. Each slate will appoint representatives
to the assembly according to the percentage
of the total vote it receives.

Who’s likely to win?

The United Iraqi Alliance, backed by reli-
gious leaders of Iraq’s majority Shiite Mus-
lims, is likely to come out on top. Prime Minis-
ter Ayad Allawi’s slate might also do well. The
downtrodden Shiites — long ruled by the
Sunni minority — will be the real winner.

drafting the and
seeing that they get important Cabinet posts
in the government. Sunnis might be persuad-
ed to support the permanent constitution and
join elections at that time.

Will U.S. troops start pulling out after the
election?

Probably not. Bush has vowed to stay as
long as needed. The election coalition most
likely to dominate the vote has dropped de-
mands for the United States to set a timetable
for withdrawal.

material urging Iragis to vote in
the country’s elections Sunday.

Perelli and other U.N. officials
are concerned that such U.S. mili-
tary involvement is compromis-
ing efforts to convince the Iraqi
public that Iragis are directing
the elections.

Perelli said she and the top
U.N. election official in Iraq, Car-
los Valenzuela, have been “ask-
mg, begging military command-

” to stop the distribution of ma-
terial promoting the elections. Of-
ficials from the U.N.-backed Iraqi
Electoral Commission have also
asked the United States to stop,
she said.

“The U.S. military have been
extremely, I would say, overen-
thusiastic in trying to help out
with this election,” she told report-
ers. “And we have been basically
saying that they should try to min-
imize their participation, because
this is an Iraqi process.”

Informed by a reporter that
US. soldiers have distributed vot-
ing material in recent weeks, Per-
elli said: “I'm glad that you report-
ed it, because I'm going to be
screaming on the phone in two
minutes.”

A significant voter turnout in
Iraq’s elections would help bol-
ster the Bush administration’s
case that the political transition
there enjoys widespread public
support.

On Wednesday, President Bush
urged Iraqis to “defy these terror-
ists” seeking to intimidate voters
and go to the polls.

He predicted that “millions of
Iraqi voters will show their brav-
ery, their love of country and
their desire to live in freedom” by
casting votes.

ked to respond to Perelli’s
comments, Gen. John Abizaid,
the commander of U.S. forces in
Iraq, said: “We understand that
this is an Iragi election” and
“American soldiers do not have
the mission to get the vote out.”

But a Pentagon spokesman, Lt.
Col. Barry Venable, said: “It is
my understanding that U.S. sol-
diers and other coalition forces
patrolling in various places there
have been handing out, if you
will, some elections education ma-
terial” produced by the Iraqi Elec-
toral Commission.

Hewar Art gallery owner Qasim al-Sabti, left, listens as a group of Iragi
men discuss the upcoming election Tuesday in the front yard of the
gallery in the Waziriyah district of Baghdad.

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Automatic fire
rattled a short distance away as
Qasim al-Sabti and a group of
friends gathered in an outdoor
cafe on a cold January morning to
debate Iraq’s election.

What caught the men’s atten-
tion, however, wasn’t the gunfire,
but what al-Sabti said next.

“Iam going to vote for Ayad Al-
lawi,” al-Sabti, a prominent
Sunni Arab painter, casually de-
clared.

His support for Iraq’s Shiite
prime minister, however, did not
lead to any violence or hate-filled
arguments. Instead, in the Hewar
Art gallery eatery that serves as a
gathering place for Baghdad’s ar-
tistic and intellectual elite, the
statement kicked off a debate on
the country’s elections.

Sunday’s vote has taken on a dan-
gerous racial and religious slant, in-
cluding a Sunni-led insurgency.

Against this backdrop, al-Sabti
and his friends offer a ray of hope
that Iragis — a mix of religious
and racial groups — can live to-
gether in peace. At Hewar, Ara-
bic for dialogue, they prove it

every day when many others are
fast losing faith.

“Sometimes, voices are raised,
and that's when I intervene,” said
al-Sabit, who has an uncanny abil-
ity to improvise rhymed verse,
and often inserts a funny line.
“But, I swear to you by God Al-
mighty, it’s a healthy exchange.”

Al-Sabti’s friends are painters,
poets, actors, sculptors and crit-
ics. Their vision of Iraq contrasts
sharply with the sectarian incite-
ment posted on the Internet by
Sunni militant groups.

Al-Sabti, who quit Saddam Hus-
sein’s Baath Party to protest the
1990 invasion of Kuwait, created
Hewar in Waziriyah, a mixed
Baghdad neighborhood, in 1994
to give Irag’s artistic community
a meeting place. Saddam’s ouster
nearly two years ago resulted in
international fame, when the gal-
lery showed sculptures depicting
Iraqi suffering and the perceived
cruelty of the U.S. military.

“This place is like Iraq in the
1960s,” he says. “It was such a ro-
‘mantic time, even in Iraq. Every-
one now tries to resurrect the spir-
it of the 1960s. In Hewar, we suc-
ceeded.”

U.S. Postal Service, military help get mail to S. Korean soldiers

BY TERI WEAVER
Stars and Stripes

SEOUL — Letters and care packages to
South Korean soldiers in Iraq have been
hitching a ride with the U.S. Postal Service
for the past five months in a joint effort to
help troops get mail from home during their
yearlong deployment, according to U.S. mili-
tary officials.

Since August, the U.S. Army and Air Force
have flown more than 22,000 pounds of mail
to the South Korean soldiers, according to
Anthony S. Cuccia, the postal operations of-
ficer at Gimpo International Airport in

Seoul. The arrangement came about after
South Korean officials asked for help in deliv-
ering mail to their troops, he said.

The South Korean government pays
$14.86 for each pound sent to Irag, and
$16.05 for each pound that comes into South
Korea, according to Cuccia. Rates are based
on the costs of shipping and other factors, he
said.

On Thursday, 461 pounds of mail bound
for South Korean troops arrived at Gimpo.
Each bag was tagged with an English-lan-
guage label designating the mail for South
Korean soldiers in Iraq.

“Anybody in our system knows that this

mail is going to Korean soldiers in Irbil,” Cuc-
cia said.

From Gimpo, the mailbags are flown to Ku-
wait City, where a small contingent of South
Korean marines are stationed. Those ma-
rines take over the delivery duties, flying the
mail to the soldiers in Irbil, Cuccia said.

South Korea has about 3,600 troops inside
Iraq, the third-largest contingent in the
U.S.-led invasion, according to an Associated
Press report. Late last year, South Korean
lawmakers approved renewing that commit-
ment for another 12 months.

E-mail Teri Weaver at: weavert@pstripes.osd.mil
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Rumsfield: No set plans on
future troop levels in Iraq

BY PATRICK DICKSON
Stars and Stripes

'WASHINGTON — Defense Sec-
retary Donald Rumsfeld on
‘Wednesday dismissed a media re-
port that said the Army would not
reduce troop numbers in Iraq at
least through 2006.

Speaking after a House Armed
Services Committee meeting,
Rumsfeld said it would be “a mis-
understanding to characterize”
statements made by Army Lt.
Gen. James Lovelace to mean the
service had firm plans to keep the
force at present levels.

The Washington Post reported,
and Stars and Stripes subsequent-
ly printed, a story that said the

Rumsfeld

Army expected to keep its troop
strength in Iraq at about 120,000

“It certainly was not an assess-
‘ment of any kind, and he said that
very explicitly, if I'm not mistak-
en,” Rumsfeld said.

“He said that the Army has to

soldiers  for
at least two
more years.

The Post plan, it has to look forward, and it
quoted Love- looks forward one, two, three
lace as say- years. And what they do is devel-
ing, “We're op an assumption.
making the “And so they said for the sake of
assumption  argument, assume you kept the
that the level  same level of forces there over that
of effort is period, how would we meet that
going to con- “Then they do various sensit
tinue.” ties; they say what if it's more,

Asked if what if it's less? Then they say,

agreed  ‘How \vuuld we deal with that situ-

with the assessment, Rumsfeld ation?
said it was routine planning for
multiple scenarios.

E-mail Pat Dickson at:
dicksonp@stripes.osd.mil

An Iragi school keeper removes school records from the rubble after an explosion Thursday in Baghdad.
Eleven Iragis and one Marine were killed in election violence Thursday as insurgents clashed with U.S.
troops and blew up a school slated to serve as a polling center.

Marine, 11 Iraqis Killed in clashes

BY SAMEER N. YACOUB
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Eleven Iragis and one Marine
were killed Thursday as insurgents clashed with

S. troops and blew up a school slated to serve as a
polling center — pre-election violence that followed
the deadliest day for U.S. troops since the war’s
start. Another U.S. soldier died in an accident.

The Marine was killed and five others were in-
jured when insurgents launched mortars at their
base near Iskandariyah, about 30 miles south of

ad.

In the capital, U.S. and Iraqi troops clashed with
insurgents on Haifa street in the center of the city,
witnesses reportes

The attacks came after the deadliest day for U.S.
forces since the Iraq war began nearly two years
ago: 30 Marines and a Navy sailor died when a heli-
copter crashed in bad weather in the western desert
Wednesday, and six other U.S. troops were killed in
insurgent ambushes [see related stories on Page 4].

Attacks have increased ahead of Sunday’s nation-
al elections, when Iragis will choose a 275-member
legislature and provincial councils across the coun-
try in the first balloting since the 2003 ouster of Sad-
dam Hussein. Sunni Muslim militants have vowed
to undermine the elections, fearing victory at the
polls by the Shiite Muslim majority.

hree Iraqi civilians were killed Thursday in a

house in Samarra, 60 miles north of Baghdad, when
a car bomb exploded nearby, said Alaadin Mol
med, a doctor at the local hospital.

Hours later, mortar shells fell on a designated poll-
ing station in Samdrra police said.

Also in Samarra, armed men blew up a school ad-
ministration building after first ordering the staff to
leave, said police Lt. Qassim Mohammed. The de-
stroyed building had been scheduled to be a voting
center Sunday.

Sporadic clashes also erupted in Samarra be-
tween U.S. troops and armed men, killing one Iraqi
civilian and injuring another, Mohammed said.

In Kirkuk, insurgents attacked seven polling sta-
tions with mortars and machine guns and opened fire
on a police patrol, killing one policeman, authorities
said.

A suicide car bomber struck a U.S. military con-
voy near the northern city of Beiji, witnesses said.
There were no reports of casualties.

Another three Iragis were killed and seven in-
Jured ‘when a roadside bomb missed a U.S. convoy
in Mahmoudiya, 20 miles south of Baghdad, accord-
ing to the area’s hospital director, Dawoud al-Taie.

Near Tikrit, a roadside bomb Killed one Iraqi by-
stander and narrowly missed another passing U.S.
military convoy, police said.

The attack happened on a road near Saddam’s
hometown, about 80 miles north of Baghdad, said po-
lice Lt. Shalan Allawi.

The body of Talib Minshid, a colonel in the former
Iragi intelligence under Saddam, was found in
Baqouba, according to a hospital official, Moham-
med Ali. Minshid had been abducted by armed men
two days ago.

A US. soldier died Thursday of a gunshot wound
on a base near Tikrit in what the American military
command called an accident.

U.S. troops up
security for
Iraq election

BY CHRIS TOMLINSON
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — US. soldiers
around Baghdad stepped up oper-
ations Thursday ahead of the
Iragqi election, moving to forward
positions around the capital until
the end of balloting while toughen-
ing security at their main bases, a
brigade commander said.

Hundreds of soldiers assigned
to the Louisiana National Guard’s
256th Brigade moved out from
Camp Liberty, located near Bagh-
dad’s main airport, to take up posi-
tions at the smaller bases scat-
tered around the city ahead of
Sunday’s vote.

U.S. troops will not be posi-
tioned at polling sites — Iraqi forc-
es will be on guard there. But de-
ploying more troops outside of
the main, heavily guarded bases
will enable them to respond quick-
ly if needed by Iraqi forces, said
Brig. Gen. John Basilica.

“We're hoping to enable the
Tragi security forces to be success-
ful in defending the polling sites
so_their countrymen can vote,”
said Basilica, the commander of
the bngade “It’s a critical time
for them.”

At the same time, security at
the main U.S. bases will be ratch-
eted up to protect support troops
from attack, Basilica said.

Altogether, about 300,000 Iragi
and multinational troops will pro-
vide security for the vote with
Traq’s U.S.-trained forces taking
the lead role.

The Iragi Defense Ministry
said Thursday it would deploy an

additional three battalions, or
2,500 troops, to help guard the
elections. “We will prevent any
terronst attacks during the vot-
ing,” the ministry said in a state-
ment.

Insurgents have promised to
disrupt the voting with car bomb-
ings and other attacks, and U.S.
and Iragi officials have warned of
increased violence in the days
ahead of the vote. The election is
for a National Assembly that will
govern the country and draft a
permanent constitution.

On Wednesday, Basilica’s troops
got a taste of what may be in store
for them as election day nears. In-
surgents fired mortar rounds at an
Traqi police station where a compa-
ny of American military police are
based in the suburb of Saba
Al-Boor, north of Baghdad.

Four shells fell near the station,
each one getting progressively clos-
er to the Iraq police and U.S. sol-
diers barricaded inside — a target-
ing technique known as “walking
up” the fire. Within minutes,
Apache attack helicopters were
overhead.

A patrol from E Troop, 101st
Cavalry, which was in the town
when the mortars fell, sent troops
to look for the Iraqi mortarmen.
But as happens in most attacks,
the insurgents fled before U.S.
troops could find them.

Soldiers in the field have been
given lists of suspect vehicles to
stop and search. They also have
names of suspected militants, but
catching them is enormously diffi-
cult in a metropolitan area of
more than 8 million people.

U.S. deaths in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Wednesday, at least
1,416 members of the U.S. mili-
tary have died since the begin-
ning of the Iraq war in March
2003, according to an Associat-
ed Press count. At least 1,080
died as a result of hostile ac-
nnn the Defense Department

The figures include three mil-
itary civilians.

The AP count is 39 higher
than the Defense Department’s
tally, last updated at 10 am.
EST Wednesday.

he British military has re-
ported 76 deaths; Italy, 20; Po-
land, 16; Ukraine, 16; S
Bu]gana, seven;
three; Estonia, Thailand and
the Netherlands two each; and
Denmark, El Salva\ior Hunga-

on

W Thirty Marines and one
sailor died Wednesday when
their helicopter crashed near
Rutbah, Iraq while conducting
security operations.

M One soldier was killed
‘Wednesday when a patrol was
attacked with grenades near
Duluiyah, Iraq.

M Four Marines were killed
Wednesday in Iraq’s Anbar
province.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the Defense Depart-
‘ment and family members:

W Marine Lance Cpl. Tony
Hernandez, 22, Canyon Lake,
Texas; died Wednesday when
his helicopter crashed near Rut-
bah Iraq; assigned to the 1st

Marine Division, 3rd Marine
Au'craﬁ ng Camp Pendle-
ton, C:

L} Army Sgt. Brett D. Swank,

ac
The latest deaths reported by
the military:

A soldier died Wednesday
from an explosive in Baghdad.

Pa,; died
Monday in Baghdad, Irag, of in-
juries from an explosive; as-
signed to the 1st Battalion,
509th Infantry Regiment, Fort
Polk, La.
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N. Korea warns of rising
tensions with S. Korea

BY BO-MI LIM

The Associated Press

SEOUL — North Korea on
Thursday again accused South
Korean ships of violating its wa-
ters, saying such acts would lead
to a serious military clash be-
tween the two countries.

Over the past week, the commu-
nist country has accused South
Korean warships of infiltrating
its waters and Southern troops of
transporting heavy weapons into
the Demilitarized Zone, which
has separated the two countries
since the 1950-53 Korean War
ended in a truce.

South Korean officials have dis-
missed those allegations, calling
them propaganda.

On Thursday, the North again
accused Southern warships of vio-
lating its waters.

“This is ... quite a dangerous
military hostile act that may give
rise again to a grave military colli-
sion,” North Korea’s Cabinet

AP

Two North Korean soldiers watch
the south side at the truce village
of Panmunjom in the Demil
rized Zone that separates the two
Koreas on Wednesday.

newspaper, Minju Joson, said in

an editorial carried by the

state-run news agency, KCNA.
South Korea honors a sea bor-

der drawn by the United Nations
at the end of the war. But North
Korea disputes that border, and
the rivals' navies fought deadly
skirmishes in 1999 and 2002.

North Korea regularly alleges
that South Korean boats have ille-
gally entered its waters.

The claims come as Washington
and its allies are struggling to re-
sume talks on the North’s nuclear
weapons ambitions. Three previ-
ous rounds held in Beijing last
year ended with little progress.

North Korea, however, struck a
conciliatory tone last week when it
allowed a South Korean police
boat to conduct a rescue mission in
communist waters after a cargo
vessel sank there.

No peace treaty was signed at
the end of the Korean War, leaving
the two Koreas still technically at
war.

Nearly 2 million troops are
amassed by the wire-fenced,
mine-infested DMZ, where only ri-
fles and other small arms are al-
lowed.

Forum speakers put pressure on
U.S., other rich nations to aid Africa

BY EDITH M. LEDERER
The Associated Press

DAVOS, Switzerland — Afri
can leaders, Microsoft chief Bul
Gates, former U.S. president Bill
Clinton and even British Prime
Minister Tony Blair stepped up
pressure on the United States and
other rich countries Thursday to
reach deeper into their pockets to
save the lives of millions of Afri-
cans mired in poverty.

Clinton took aim at President
Bush’s $80 billion request to fi-
nance the war in Iraq for a year,
telling 2,500 global leaders that
“for a pittance” of that sum the
United States could double its in-
ternational aid and make a major
contribution to saving lives and
ending massive poverty in Africa.

“You want to go save 4 million
lives? Give them the medicine.

“It’s not rocket science, and it's
so cheap compared to everything
else all these rich countries do,”
Clinton said. “Anybody who says
we shouldn’t do this because
there’s corruption and incompe-
tence should be put in a closet. ...
T'mean, this is ridiculous.”

Meeting the U.N. goal of cut-
ting global poverty in half by 2015
remained a top issue at the World
Economic Forum’s annual gather-
ing of top business executives, pol-
iticians and social leaders. But
Middle East peace, bioterrorism,
oil prices and protesters shared
the spotlight on Thursday.

Israeli Vice Premier Shimon
Peres said the recent Palestinian
effort to move toward peace “ex-
ceeds our expectations” and he
expects Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon to meet the new Palestin-
ian leader, Mahmoud Abbas, in
“days, not weeks.”

“I think we can move faster
than we thought earlier — faster
and better if nothing wrong will
occur,” Peres said at this ski re-
sort in the Swiss Alps.

Abbas was to outline his new
government’s goals on Saturday.

Fluctuating oil prices remained
a prime topic at the conference,
as analysts warned that China’s
voracious economic expansion
was demanding more capacity.
But questions about whether
OPEC would tighten its oil supply
remained ahead of a key meeting
Sunday in Vienna, Austria.

Sheik Ahmad Fahd al-Ahmad
al-Sabah, the Kuwaiti oil minister
and the cartel’s president, said
the group would consider return-
ing some of the oil it removed
from the market in December, if
needed.

The panel attracting the big-
gest audience Thursday featured
Clinton, Blair, Gates, the presi-
dents of South Africa and Nigeria,
and U2 rock star and social activ-
ist Bono. The panel discussed
whether the seven wealthiest na-
tions and Russia — the G8 — will

take action to end poverty in Afri-
ca.

Russian Holocaust
survivors lament
anti-semitism rise

Gathering marks Auschwitz liberation

BY MARIA DANILOVA
The Associated Press

MOSCOW — Elderly Holo-
caust survivors, Jewish leaders
and Red Army veterans gathered
Thursday to commemorate the
60th anniversary of the liberation
of the Auschwitz death camp with
what they called mixed feelings
— tears of joy over the Nazi de-
feat but bitterness over the persis-
tent anti-Semitism in Russia.

With a minute of silence and a
song dedicated to Holocaust vic-
tims, participants paid tribute to
the 1.5 million prisoners, most of
them Jews, who perished in gas
chambers or died of starvation
and disease at the Auschwitz and
Birkenau death camps.

In all, some 6 million Jews
were killed in the Holocaust.

But as Jewish leaders celebrat-
ed the liberation of Auschwitz —
by Soviet troops — and the victo-
ry over Nazi Germany, they la-
mented the rise of anti-Semitic
sentiments in today’s Russia.

“There are only few Auschwitz
survivors still alive today — most
of them didn’t live to hear our law-
makers asking to ban all Jewish
organizations,” Aron Zusman, the
head of Ruf, a union of Jewish
prisoners of Nazi camps, said bit-
terly.

Zusman was referring to a re-
cent appeal by some 20 Russian
lawmakers asking prosecutors to
launch an investigation with the
aim of outlawing all Jewish orga-
nizations. ~ The  lawmakers
claimed that such groups were fo-
menting ethnic  hatred anc
anti-Semitism and should there-
fore be closed.

“This means that our train
leaves for Auschwitz — today and
every day,” said Matvei Geizer, a
64-year-old Holocaust survivor.

Geizer was 4 years old when
the Red Army soldiers freed him
and his family from a Jewish ghet-
to in Kiev, Ukraine, in March
1944.

According to various statistics,
only 12,000-16,000 out of the ghet-
to’s 50,000 inhabitants survived.
Several hundred people were
shot — the rest died of starvation
and disease, Geizer said.

“We were saved by the Red
Army soldiers, and although I
was only 4, I can remember their
faces so vividly that I would recog-
nize them on the street,” said Gei-
zer, whose father had died in the
ghetto.

He recalled how his grandfa-
ther — despite his mother’s and
grandmother’s protests — took
him to a grave of some 300 ghetto
prisoners who had been execut-
ed.

“He wanted me to see it with
my own eyes and hear with my
own ears — he condemned me to
always remembering it,” Geizer
said.

He lamented the lawmakers
call for banning Jewish organiza-
tions, saying that means Russian
society has failed to fully con-
demn the Nazi crimes. “Such
things cannot be forgotten,” Geiz-
er said.

President Vladimir Putin, ad-
dressing a forum in Krakow, Po-
land, held as Holocaust remem-
brance festivities, acknowledged
anti-Semitism in Russia.

“Even in our country, in Russia
— which did more than any to
combat fascism, for the victory
over fascism, which did most to
save the Jewish people — even in
our country we sometimes unfor-
tunately see manifestations of
this problem and I, too, am
ashamed of that,” he said.
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Japan forces step into tsunami efforts

Aid groups hopeful
needs will be met
after U.S. pullout

BY YEOH EN-LAI
The Associated Press

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia —
Awe-struck villagers watched as
two hovercraft landed on a beach
Thursday in tsunami-devastated
Aceh province, carrying Japa-
nese troops in their largest over-
seas relief effort.

The Japanese troops will try to
fill the gap left when U.S. forces
scale back their relief operations.

Indonesian authorities  said
they planned to relocate 400,000
refugees in Aceh from squalid
camps to temporary homes be-
fore the end of February.

“It’s critical to put all the inter-
nally displaced people in barracks,
where we can serve them better
rather than them being in tents,”
said Budi Atmaji, who is leading
the government’s relief effort.

He said the government also
aims to remove all remaining
corpses and complete its cleanup
of the debris-filled streets of the
provincial capital, Banda Aceh,
by the end of next month.

Indonesia’s president, mean-
while, offered autonomy to sepa-
ratist rebels in Aceh province if
they agree to a cease-fire in peace
talks scheduled to begin Friday.
A rebel leader rejected the auton-
omy offer, however, saying the
separatists will settle for nothing
less than

Imvercraﬂs arrived in Aceh on Thursday, bri

ging a water

a,
purification plant and medical supplies (o set in motion Japan's largest-ever overseas relief effort.

cushions of air, brought a water
purification plant and medical
supplies.

“Ive never seen anything like
it,” said curious villager Muha-
mad Yunus, 53.

to leave the area by the end of
March,

President Bush was expected
to ask Congress next month for
roughly $1 billion for continued
U.S. aid for tsunami victims, But
a Bush official

Japan, which has
nearly 1,000 troops, joins such na-
tions as France, Germany, Austra-
liaand Malaysla who plan to keep
providing relief and assistance
even as the United States military
plans to pull back. Aid organiza-
tions said they were optimistic
that the needs would be met.

The two Japanese military hov-
ercraft landed in the region hard-
est-hit by the Dec. 26 disaster that
killed between 145,000 and
178,000 people and left tens of
thousands of others missing
across southern Asia.

The vessels, which float on

Living Offbase?

for Mercy
Corps said she didn’t think the
U.S. drawdown would hamper
her organization’s ~operations.
“We've had a lot of great success
in reaching places and we don’t
use the U.S. military to deliver
aid,” Kira Kay said.

Indonesia wants foreign troops
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told a congressional foreign aid
subcommittee that stricken na-
tions desiring long-term debt re-
lief from the United States will
probably have to accept reduc-
tions in other aid in exchange.

Leading British charity Oxfam
said that governments have con-
tributed only half the $977 million
emergency aid requested by the
United Nations even though they
pledged $912 million for the im-
mediate aftermath of the disaster.

The peace talks between the In-
donesian government and the sep-
aratists begin Friday in Helsinki,
Finland.

Indonesian President  Susilo
Bambang Yudhoyono told report-
ers the government has offered
rebels a chance to “terminate the
conflict peacefully, of course in the
framework of the unity of the Re-
public of Indonesia and by adopt-
ing the special autonomy status.”

“This is a great momentum for
us to really end the conflict, unite
with our brothers and to rebuild
Aceh,” he said.

Indonesia wants the talks to be
followed by more substantive ne-
gotiations on the status of Aceh.

The Free Aceh Movement,
known by the Indonesian acro-
nym GAM, has been fighting
since 1976 for independence for
the resource-rich province of 4.1
‘million people on the northern tip
of Sumatra island. A previous
truce collapsed in 2003.

At the time, Indonesia’s parlia-
ment approved a special autono-
my package that would give the
people of Aceh self-government
while keeping them within Indo-
nesia, but the measure was never
implemenled because of the fight-
ing.

Since assuming office 100 days
ago, Yudhoyono has said he
wished to restart the peace pro-
cess.

Associated Press Writers Irwan Firdaus,
Burt Herman and Chri
sanda Acel

iy
r in Meulaboh,
Tini Tran in Galle, Sri

Ui coniributed 1 s report.

Monks add
science 1o

traditional
counseling

The Associated Press

TAKUA PA, Thailand — In
Thailand, a mostly Buddhist
country, people suffering per-
sonal problems or tragedies —

m a broken marriage
death in the family — oﬁen go
to their temple seeking conso-
lation Lhmugh prayer and med-
itation, or a quiet word with

eir I monl

Tapping into ‘this tradition,
some monks trained in psychol-
ogy are combining thelr Bud-
dhist religion with medical sci-
ence to help tsunami vlcnms

untry where many

people believe that psycholo-
gists and mental health work-
ers are only needed to treat the
insane, the practice is turning
some heads.

‘We are both psychol(yglsts
and monks,” said Rapin B
dhasaro, one of 20 psychology
students at Maha Chulalongko-
rn, a university for monks in
Bangkok the Thai capnal who
traveled to Takua Pa to help
tsunami victims.

“The approach we use is a
mixture of Western psychology
and Buddhism. We let them
vent their sadness and su(‘t"er—

ing, and give :ounselmg
on Buddhist teachings,” he sald

Like the other students,
Rapin was going from hut to
hut in the overcrowded refu-
gee camp to counsel tsunami
survivors and keep close tabs
on their recoveries.

Dr. Thaweesin Wisanuyoth-
in, a spokesman of the Health
Ministry’s Department of Men-
tal Health, said his ministry
plans to help train more Bud-
dhist monks as psychologlsts
who can ach, rather
than waiting for followers to
come to their temples.

International doctors shifting
attention to emotional trauma

The Associated Press

MEUREUBO, Indonesia — As
worries about disease outbreaks
ease in the aftermath of Asia’s tsu-
nami disaster, another pressing
health concern has emerged: emo-
tional trauma in survivors.

Dr. Morten Rostrup, a Norwe-
gian emergency doctor from aid
group Medicins Sans Frontieres,
or Doctors Without Borders, said
many of Indonesia’s hundreds of
thousands of survivors have com-
plained of muscle and chest pains,
digestive problems and breathing
or sleeping trouble — symptoms
likely caused by the strain of los-
mg livelihoods and loved ones.

is setting, a minor com-
plaint is a kind of entrance into
something else which they really
feel,” Rostrup said.

Dr. Jack Chow, assistant direc-

tor-g 1 of the World Health

Organization, said the U.N. agen-
cy would work with Indonesia’s
government to improve counsel-
ing and other mental health care
services for residents. Such psy-
chotherapy is virtually unheard
of in Indonesia.

Despite the efforts, few resi-
dents are llkely m receive profes-
sional help, he

Chow esnmated that half of all
those who survived the tsunami
could suffer some emotional
stress. Between 5 percent and 10
percent could suffer from severe
psychological difficulties, he said.

Doctors Without Borders has
been training local health work-
ers in counseling and has sent
teams to help survivors. Many
therapists will talk with victims
about the horrors they witnessed
and the losses they suffered and
teach them relaxation exercises,
massage techniques and other
methods to ease anxiety.
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Oil company to cut
refinery emissions

Lawuit settlement also requires
ConocoPhillips to pay $4.5M fine

BY MARK SHERMAN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — ConocoPhil-
lips will install $525 million in pol-
lution controls at nine refineries
and pay a $4.5 million fine to settle
a federal lawsuit alleging Clean
Air Act violations, the Bush admin-
istration announced Thursday.

The settlement requires Conoco-
Phillips, the nation’s third biggest
oil company, to reduce yearly emis-
sions of nitrogen oxide by more
than 10,000 tons and sulfur dioxide
by more than 37,100 tons. Both can
cause respiratory ailments and
worsen cases of childhood asthma.

The refineries covered in the
agreement among the company,
the Justice Department, Environ-
mental Protection Agency and
five states, represent 10 percent
of the nation’s refining capacity.

The refineries are in California,

Tllinois, Louisiana, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Texas and Wash-
ington. California and Washing-
ton are not part of the settlement,
Justice Department officials said.

The settlement is the 13th
reached under an EPA initiative
begun in 2000. EPA officials have
said the earlier agreements have
cut air pollution by 200,000 tons a
year at 48 refineries.

The money for pollution control
will be spent over eight years and
is just shy of the largest settle-
ment reached over the past four
years, a $550 million agreement
with Motiva Enterprises.

In addition to the pollution con-
trols and civil penalty, ConocoPhil-
lips will spend another $10 million
to further reduce emissions at its
refineries in the five states that are
part of the settlement. The agree-
ment was filed in U.S. District
Court in Texas and still requires
the approval of a federal judge.

Secretary
of State
Condoleeu:

with State
Department
employees on
Thursday in
Washington.
Rice took over
Thursday as
America’s
66th secretary
of state, and
addressed her
employees in
the lobby of
the State

ildi

Rice gets warm welcome

New secretary of state starts work after confirmation

BY BARRY SCHWEID

Train crash suspect
faces murder charges

BY PAUL CHAVEZ
The Associated Press

GLENDALE, Calif. — The sui-
cidal man who_authorities say
caused the chain-reaction train
derailment that killed 11 people
and injured nearly 200 was
charged with multiple counts of
murder and could face the death
penalty, the district attorney said
Thursday.

Juan Manuel Alvarez, 25, left
his sport utility vehicle on a rail-
road Wednesday  after
changing his mind apput Ccommit-

Deadly crossings
An aborted suicide attempt in
Glendale, Calif., set off the
nation’s deadliest rail disaster in
nearly six years, killing 11 and
injuring nearly 200. Historically,
most U.S. train casualties are
caused by highway and rail
collisions.

Train-related fatalities
in the United States
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ting suicide, aid. He
was held without bail at a hospi-

tal's jail ward after slit-
ting his own wrists and stabbing
himself in the chest.

The last person reported miss-
ing was accounted for Thursday
and firefighters ended recovery
efforts. All but one of the dead
had been identified.

Los Angeles County District At-
torney Steve Cooley said prosecu-
tors filed charges late Wednesday
for 10 counts of murder with
so-called special circumstances
of committing murder through a
train derailment. Under state law,
the allegation makes Alvarez eligi-
ble for the death penalty. Cooley
said the complaint would be
amended to add another count to
refer to the 11th victim, found in
the wreckage Wednesday night.

Proseculors were evaluating Al-
varez’s mental state in regard to
the special circumstance allega-
tions, but Cooley said it was no de-
fense to the charges.

Arraignment was planned for
Thursday afternoon but could be
delayed depending on Alvarez’s
medical condition.
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Separately, a suicidal man who
parked his sport utility vehicle on
railroad tracks in Orange County
was arrested early Thursday, said
Irvine police Cmdr. Dave Freed-
land, declining to say if it was a
copycat situation. The man drove
off when police spotted him and,
after a chase, a dispatcher talked
him out of suicide during a cell
phone call.

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Declaring “history is calling
us,” Condoleezza Rice took over Thursday as Ameri-
ca’s 66th secretary of state to confront an agenda
laden with difficult and potentially explosive foreign
policy problems.

At the top is a grinding war in Iraq that has taken
the lives of more than 1,400 U.S. troops.

But Rice exuded confidence as she entered the
State Department, telling employees that “it’s great
to be here,” and declaring that “democracy will take
hold” around the world as it did in Germany and
Japan after World War I1.

At the end of next week, Rice is expected to under-
take her first overseas venture as secretary of state,
going to Europe, the Middle East and possibly other
regions.

‘Among her goals are mending relations with U.S.
allies in Europe and assessing prospects for Arab-Is-
raeli negotiations.

Known during her four years as President Bush’s
national security assistant as remote and reserved,
Rice pleased hundreds of employees crammed into a

State Department lobby with the declaration that her
door will be open to them.

Echoing Bush’s inaugural speech, Rice promised,
“America will stand for freedom and for liberty.”

She started her first day on the job with telephone
calls to Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf, Rus-
sian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, Italian Foreign
Minister Gianfranco Fini and other foreign officials.

She planned to attend an Iraq meeting at the White
House and another one at the State Department on the
tsunami disaster in Asia.

Rice is about a week behind schedule, delayed by
critical Democratic senators who delayed confirma-
tion. The Senate voted 85-13 to confirm her Wednes-

day.

Separately:

B Republicans on the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee advanced Alberto Gonzales' attorney general
nomination on a partyline, 10-8 vote, sending it to
the full Senate, where Republicans were expected
to use their 55-44 advantage to confirm him there
next week at the earliest.

M Jim Nicholson and Michael Leavitt won confir-
mation as the new secretaries of veterans affairs
and health and human services, respectively.

Homeland security system revamped

The Washington Post

'WASHINGTON — Bush admin-
istration officials Wednesday un-
veiled a new personnel system
for the Department of Homeland
Security that will dramatically
change the way workers are paid,
promoted, deployed and disci-
plined — and soon the White
House will ask Congress to grant
all federal agencies similar au-
thority to rewrite civil service
rules governing their employees.

The new system will replace
the half-century-old ~ General
Schedule, with its familiar 15 pay
grades and raises tied to time in a

job, and install one that more di-
rectly ties pay to occupation and
annual i

Getting a raise or promotion
will depend on receiving a satis-
factory p rating from

officials said. The new system has
taken two years to develop and
will require at least four more to
implement, they said.

Under the new plan, employees
would be grouped into eight to 12
clusters based on occupation. Sala-
ry ranges will be based, in part, on
geographic location and annual
market surveys by a new compen-
sation committee. Within each oc-
cupational cluster, workers will
be assigned to one of four salary
ranges, or “pay bands,” based on
their skill level and experience.

one’s supervisor.
te House will propos

legislation within a month to allow
all agencies to revamp their per-
sonnel systems in a similar way,
said Clay Johnson I, deputy direc:
tor for management at the Office
of Management and 3

Federal employee union lead-
ers, however, immediately de-
nounced the new DHS system
and any plans to expand it govern-
ment wide. They said the system
would undermine the morale of
homeland security employees
and make it harder to attract and
keep talented workers.

Auto worker kills boss

TOLEDO, Ohio — An auto
worker wired a shotgun to his
body and burst into a Jeep assem-
bly plant, killing a supervisor and
wounding two other employees
before killing himself.

The alleged gunman, Myles
Meyers, had met with plant offi-

cials to talk about a problem with
his work the day before his fatal
spree Wednesday at a Jeep Liber-
ty Plant, authorities said.

After entering the plant at
about 8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Mey-
ers had pointed the gun at a
woman in the plant’s body shop of-
fice and ordered her to summon
three other people.

She summoned one of the three
men, Michael Toney, who was
shot and wounded. Supervisor
Roy Thacker, who was on the list
of three, was killed after he went
to the office on his own, while a
third man who was not on the list,
Paul Medlen, was wounded later,
authorities said.

From The Associated Press
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Smoke seeps from one of the buildings Wednesday at the Wilbur-Ellis
Co. warehouse in Grandview, Wash. A burning warehouse containing
farm chemicals sent contaminated smoke into the foggy air above
Grandview, prompting the evacuation of nearby homes and businesses.

Chemical fumes from
fire prompt evacuation
in Wash. state town

BY SHANNON DININNY
The Associated Press

GRANDVIEW, Wash. — Offi-
cials evacuated 100 homes and
closed a 13-mile stretch of high-
way after a building used to store
farm chemicals caught fire, fill-

The cause of the fire was not im-
mediately known.

A hazardous materials team set
up air monitors inside and out-
side the building as the fire contin-
ued to smolder Wednesday night.

A 13-mile st.retch of Interstate
82 between ind Pross-

ing the air wi

moke.

A half dozen people com-
plained of skin irritation or respi-
ratory distress and sought treat-
ment at a nearby hospital, said Lt.
Jim Keightley, State Patrol
spokesman.

Authorities evacuated a half
mile area around the Wilbur-Ellis
Co. plant that included about 100
homes — roughly 400 people, he
said.

“The chemicals are an irrilanl
and some of them are toxic,” ac-
cording to Ken Cowdrey, Wil-
bur Elhs head of safety in Yaki-

™ However, he said they did not
include explosive chlorine, ammo-
nium nitrate or anhydrous ammo-
nia.

a
er was closed, and officials were
unsure when it would reopen.

The 40-by-80-foot building
stores agricultural chemicals and
fertilizers.

The site is on the outskirts of
Grandview, a town of roughly
8,500 people about 40 miles south-
east of Yakima.

Students were kept inside
Wednesday with their schools’
ventilation systems shut down to
keep out the smoke.

Mayor Norm Childress said
Grandview schools would be
closed Thursday.

Wilbur Ellis, based in San Fran-
cisco, is an international market-
er and distributor of agricultural
and industrial products.

In Boston,

BY BOB SALSBERG
The Associated Press

BOSTON — More than 5 more
inches of snow fell on Boston by
Thursday morning, putting a
fresh coat on the leavings of last
weekend’s blizzard and maki
January the city’s snowiest on
record.

Schools canceled classes yet
again, and Gov. Mitt Romney
asked President Bush to declare a
federal emergency in the eastern
half of the state, which would
make the area eligible for extra
aid.

The 5.4 inches of new snow re-
corded at Logan Airport before
the storm let up Thursday morn-
ing came only days after the bliz-
zard that dumped more than 3
feet of snow.

1t brought the airport’s January
total to 43.1 inches of snow, more
than in any month since the Na-
tional Weather Service began
keeping records for the city in
1892. The previous record of 41.6
inches was set in February 2003.

Forty miles west, Worcester set
a new January record, with 51
total inches, topping the previous
record of 46.8 inches in 1987.

That city’s snowiest month ever
came in February 1893, when 55
inches fell.

Boston’s public school students
had only one day of class this
week.

After canceling classes Mon-
day and Tuesday, the superinten-

snowiest month ever

¥}

5

People cross snow-covered streets in Boston on Sunday. A blizzard
dumped as much as 2 feet of snow on Massachusetts.

Cold-hearted lesson
Officials recall woes of Blizzard of '78

BY BROOKE DONALD
The Associated Press

CRANSTON, R.I. — Nearly ev-
eryone has a memory from the
Blizzard of 78, which crippled
New England for more than a
week.

For Gov. Don Carcieri, it's the
six hours he snaked his way home

Gen. Reginald Centracchio, direc-
tor of the Rhode Island Emergen-
cy Management Agency.

This year’s blizzard dumped
close to two feet of snow in Provi-
dence and Boston and more than
three feet in other areas.

Carcieri and Massachusetts
Gov. Mitt Romney declared
states of emergency. Romney
asked state workers

through whiteout n In-
terstate 95, getting out to push his
Volkswagen Beetle every few
feet.

“It was a horrendous situa-
tion,” he said Monday, as the state
continued to dig out of a weekend

dent opened schools
prompting complaints from par-
ents who  thought  the
snow-clogged streets and side-
walks were still too dangerous for
children.

Classes were canceled for the
rest of the week, and other dis-
tricts made the same decision.

“I was convinced it was safe,”
Boston Superintendent Thomas
Payzant said.

“I've been doing this for a lot of
years. ... T lake the hit when I
guess wrong.”

In western Massachusetts,
55-year-old Maurice DuBois
made extra money by shoveling
the sidewalk in front of some
Main ~ Street businesses in
Northampton.

“This is just another winter to
me,” said DuBois, a New England
native who also lived in Alaska.
“But the older you get, the more
you dislike it. It’s hard on the
body.”

storm to
the infamous one of 27 years ago.

“You learn from experience,”
Carcieri continued. “We've been
there, done that. We didn’t want
to do it again.”

The snowfall totals aren’t that
far off between the Blizzard of '05
and the Blizzard of *78. In some
parts of Southern New England,
the inches on the ground from
this year’s storm actually sur-
passed those in

But unlike 27 years ago, dam-
age is limited and the number of
deaths — at least two in Massa-
chusetts, two in Connecticut and
none in Rhode Is] — are far
fewer. The reasons are many, offi-
cials said, including the timing of
the storm on a weekend and even
the New England Patriots, whose
appearance Sunday in the
Championship kept many people
home.

Perhaps most important was
the memory of 1978.

“It’s lessons learned,” said Maj.

in the eastern part of the state not
to come to work. Carcieri closed
all state and municipal offices

Monday. Schools were also
closed.
Those measures, forecasters

said, enabled the states to be
more aggressive in their clean up
efforts, as fewer resources had to
be devoted to rescue and tow oper-
ati

“I.fyou look at the magnitude of
this storm, we're in relatively
good shape this quickly after it,”
said Peter Judge, spokesman for
the Massachusetts Emergency
Management Agency. “When you
consider historically the storms
we've had, we'd go three or four
days after the storm and there
were still some major problems.”

“One lesson we learned from
’78 is that if the forecast is bad,
send them home,” said former
Massachusetts governor Michael
Dul

In 1978 the storm hit as resi-
dents left work. Some areas in
southeastern Massachusetts and
northern Rhode Island saw more
than 50 inches of snow. More than
100 people were killed, thousands
were stranded in their cars on the
highways and property damage
ran up to nearly $1 billion.

As Fla. city heals, it calls for reforms in response to abduction

BY MITCH STACY
The Associated Press

SARASOTA, Fla. — What happened to
11-year-old Carlie Brucia was every par-
ent’s worst nightmare. But in Carlie’s case,
the world got to watch.

A surveillance camera behind a car
wash captured images of the blond
sixth-grader apparently being abducted by
a man in a mechanic’s uniform who
walked up and grabbed her arm as she
walked home from a friend’s house on
Super Bowl Sunday last year. Her body
was found stashed among some brush on
the grounds of a nearby church five days
later.

People in a city known more for its love-
ly weather and wintering snowbirds came
together in a series of crowded public ser-
vices as the grief over Carlie’s death rip-
pled through the community.

Nearly one year later, the healing contin-
ues, as does an effort to come down harder
on probation violators such as Joseph P.
Smith, the unemployed mechanic charged
in the slaying.

“You might push it out of your mind, but
you don’t forget,” said Mary Alice Jackson,
an attorney who stepped forward to handle
money donated to a fund on Carlie’s be-
half. “It heightens the awareness of how
vulnerable we are.”

As for Carlie’s mother, Susan Schorpen,
she said she would participate in a Feb. 5
public rally in Sarasota stressing child ab-
duction awareness, but “as for (Feb.) 1st,
I'd just rather be left alone.”

When the images of Carlie’s abduction
began airing again and again on news
broadcasts, acquaintances of an unem-
ployed mechanic named Joseph P. Smith
started calling authorities to say he looked
like the man on the video who walked up
and pulled Carlic away.

Smith was arrested and charged with
her slaying. News that he had recently vio-
lated probation prompted an outcry among
those who felt he should have been in jail,

and it triggered a continuing effort among
state officials to come down harder on peo-
ple like Smith, who was a frequent proba-
tion violator.

According to court records, Smith told
his brother during a jailhouse visit where
police could find Carlie’s body. Smith is
charged with first-degree murder, kidnap-
ping and sexual battery.

His trial is scheduled for Nov. 7, and
prosecutors say they will seek the death
penalty if he’s convicted.

State officials and Carlie’s family say
they hope a legacy of the little girl’s illing
will be the state’s effort to tighten proba-
tion restrictions.
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Study: Syphilis rates move in cycles

BY MATT CRENSON

The Associated Press

A recent rise in syphilis rates in
the United States is probably due
to natural cycles rather than an in-
crease in unsafe sex or other be-
haviors, according to a new study.

The finding is encouraging to
public health authorities who
have worried that increasing syph-
ilis infection, especially among
gay and bisexual men, is a sign
that people at high risk for HIV
have grown complacent about
practicing safe sex.

Syphilis has been on the rise in
the United States since 2000,
when the incidence of the disease
was at its lowest in six decades.

In 2003, the most recent year
for which data are available, 7,177
cases were reported, compared
with §,979 in 2000.

“One would expect for the next
few years for syphilis incidence to
continue to rise,” said Nicholas C.
Grassly, one of the study’s au-

ors.

Similar jumps in syphilis inci-
dence have been observed in the
past. When syphilis rates peaked
in the early 1970s, some research-
ers blamed the sexual revolution;
‘when infections rose again a de-
cade later, they were attributed to
the spread of crack cocaine.
Grassly and his colleagues
argue in this week’s issue of the
journal Nature that syphilis infec-

Syphilis rates affected by immunity
Gonorrhea and syphilis are both spread in the same way, yet the
rate of infections differ. People who recover from syphilis can remain
immune for years, whereas gonorrhea can return immediately.
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tion follows a natural cycle that
peaks at eight- to 11-year inter-
vals. Though sexual behavior cer-
tainly influences the overall num-
ber of people infected, the re-
searchers concluded, those regu-
lar ups and downs are an intrinsic
property of the disease itself

The the

rise over the second half of the
20th century, then fell gradually
beginning around 1980.

Because the diseases spread
the same way, if changes in sexual
behavior had caused the oscillat-
ing pattern in syphilis they should
have crealed a similar pattern in

Yet rates

oscillating pattern by examining
syphilis infection trends in 68 U.S.
cities over the past 50 years.

But when they looked at the pat-
tern of gonorrhea infection over
the same period, the pattern was
absent. Gonorrhea rates tended to

show a steady rise from the 1950s
through the 1970s, followed by a
steady fall.

“You don't see these repeated,
regular epidemics,” said Grassly,
an epidemiologist at Imperial Col-
lege in London. He wrote the Na-

ture paper with Christophe Fras-
er and Geoffrey P. Garnett, also of
Imperial College.

The key to the difference be-
tween syphilis and gonorrhea is
immunity. Unlike those who catch
gonorrhea, people who recover
from syphilis can resist re-infec-
tion for some time afterward.
That means when the disease
sweeps through a city, it leaves a
relatively immune population in
its wake and infection rates fall.

But as the population gradually
evolves, the proportion of suscepti-
ble individuals rises and so o in-
fection rates. Using a computer
model, Grassly and his colleagues
showed that the time from one
peak to the next should be about a
decade.

“It’s a kind of neat piece of de-
tective work,” said Bryan Gren-
fell, a biologist at Pennsylvania
State University who studies child-
hood infectious diseases.

Juvenile diabetes study

ALBANY, New York — For de-
cades, people with so-called juve-
nile diabetes have been told that
controlling their blood sugar was
all they could do to prevent nerve
damage that can lead to the ampu-
tation of a foot or leg.

But a large new British study
suggests they should follow the
same advice given to other diabet-
ics: Don’t smoke, and watch your
weight and blood pressure.

These heart disease risk factors

were ost as important as
blood-sugar levels in predicting
which diabetics would develop
nerve problems.

In light of the findings, diabetes
experts said cholesterol-lowering
statin drugs and other heart dis-
ease treatments should be stud-
ied to see if they can help stave
off or slow the progression of
nerve damage in diabetics.

the 18 lion Americans
who have diabetes, about 5 per-
cent to 10 percent have Type 1,
sometimes called juvenile diabe-
tes, though it can strike at any age.
From The Associated Press
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Survivor looks to heal before healing again

BY MICHELLE BOORSTEIN
The Washington Post

ALEXANDRIA, Va. — Washington —
busy and bnghtly lit as he flew over it the
night of Jan, 10 — became a suddenly
dark, lonely place for flight nurse Jonathan
Godfrey after his medevac helicopter
crashed into the Potomac River, stranding
him in 39-degree water where he clung toa
piece of the aircraft’s skeleton and
watched cars pass on the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge.

“It was surreal,” Godfrey said in his first
public comments since the AirEvac heli-
copter went down on its way back to its
base in Stafford County, killing the other
two crew members. “For a few minutes, it
looked like the world just kept going on,
and I was out in the wilderness.”

Then Godfrey started to see flashing
blue lights on the bridge.

Then red lights. “There was an element
of, “Oh, yes, someone does know that I am
here, and I am down.” ” When a rescue heli-
copter appeared, he tried to attract its spot-
light with a small penlight.

Medevac nurse experiences flip side of reseue
when his chopper crashes into the Potomac

As federal officials continued to investi-
gate the crash, Godfrey, 36, of Chesapeake
Beach, Md., held a small news conference
Wednesdav to say that he is still coming to
grips with what happened — and that “T ab-
solutely do not know” why it happened.

Rescue workers and a preliminary re-
port by the National Transportation Safety
Board have quoted Godfrey as saying he
thought the helicopter hit something. The
report added that Godfrey recalled seeing
a passing jet before the crash and wonder-
ing whether its wake turbulence — which
whips off the tail, then sinks and dissipates
— would cause trouble for the helicopter.

“I'm going to let the NTSB’s [final] re-
port stand on its own and trust what they
come up with,” he said.

Torn from the helicopter and still in his
seat, Godfrey recalled waking up “on the

bottom of the river” in five to seven feet of
water, undoing his seat belt and making his
way to the surface. He spent five days in
the hospital for treatment of broken ribs,
sternum and humerus, the bone that ex-
tends from the shoulder to the elbow.

The strap burn where his helmet tore off
during the crash has healed, but the points
of the metal brace that holds his shoulder
steady are visible through his shirt. He is
still taking some pain medication as he re-
cuperates at home with his wife, Debbie,
and three children.

“I want to climb back into a helicopter
with all my heart. But I need to heal, go
through physical therapy and spend a lot of
time talking with my wife,” he said.

At the time of the crash, the Texas-born
Godfrey had been working for nine months
with the 12-person AirEvac team at

Stafford Regional Airport. The company is
part of Denver-based Air Methods Corp.,
the country’s largest operator of air ambu-
lances. Before that, he worked primarily in
hospitals, mcludmg Mary Washington Hos-
pital in Fredericksburg and Children’s Hos-
pital in Washington.

At AirEvac, he worked closely with the
other two people in the helicopter: para-
medic Nicole Kielar, 29, of Henrico County
and pilot Joseph E. Schaefer I1, 56, of Ster-
ling, who had been flying since the Viet-
nam War. They had just dropped off a car-
diac patient at Washington Hospital Cen-
ter, and Godfrey said his last memory
aboard the helicopter was discussing with
Kielar the plusses and minuses of two pain
medications.

Now, Godfrey said, he has “visited both
sides” of the emergency medical system,
having been pulled from the river by the Al-
exandria Fire Department’s Marine Opera-
tions Team. “To those of us who have been
able to stare at your faces and hold your
hand,” he said, his face flushing as he
aeemed to speak to others in his line of
work, “you are heroes.”

Residents of Ga. town
spruce up pitiful image

AP photos
hael Howden appears
before his sex change. Michael
married a woman before
undergoing a sex change which
transformed them into a same-sex
couple, despite a ban on such
unions in 40 states, including
New Hampshire.

Right: Judi, left, and Mikayla
Howden pose at their home in
Concord, N.H. The two married
nearly four years ago.

Sex change blurs marltal status

BY ERIK STETSON
The Associated Press

CONCORD, New Hampshire
— Judi Howden went into her
marriage knowing full well that
one day her husband might be-
come her wife.

The couple stayed together —
even as Howden's husband,
Michael, underwent a sex-change
operation that transformed him
into Mikayla. That surgery also
landed them in a murky area
where gender and law collide.

Their marriage — once be-
tween a man and a woman — is
now between a woman and a
woman, despite a ban on such
unions in 40 states, including
New Hampsmm

cither recognize or refuse to rec-
ognize someone’s new gender fol-
lowing a sex change, either deci-
sion inescapably permits some
form of same-sex marriage.

“I have no answer to it,” said
state congressman Dan Itse, a Re-
publican who supports the state’s
same-sex marriage ban. “We
have ventured where angels fear
to tread.”

The federal government must
decide if Mikayla Howden, a U.S.
citizen born overseas, can update
her birth certificate. It hasn't yet

led, and Shannon Minter, of
National Center for Lesbian
Rights in California, said the
Bush administration has not been
as accommodating as earlier ad-
ministrations.

to the center, four

legal Catch 22. While states can

states don’t permit gender up-

dates: Tennessee, Ohio, Kansas
and Texas. About half of the re-
maining states do. A firm policy
hasn’t been legally well estab-
lished in the remaining states, in-
cluding New Hampshire, said
Minter, the center’s legal director.

“Whether or not society will ac-
knowledge our marriage, I think,
is my biggest fear,” Judi Howden
said. “That someday, someone
may pass legislation that says, ‘Be-
cause you are now two females,
you are no longer married.” For
anyone to say that they have the
right to break up a family, I don’t
think is right.”

The Howdens’ marriage clear-
ly was legal when it began, and
same-sex marriage bans cannot
automatically invalidate it, Mint-
er said, just as states don't auto-
mancally annul marriages for
adultery or abuse.

BY ELLIOTT MINOR
The Associated Press

PITTS, Ga. — Years of neglect
left the once-thriving business dis-
trict of this rural community look-
ing like, well, the pits.

Now residents want to turn
Pitts into a pit stop featuring an-
tiques, fine arts, pottery and South-
ern barbecue for travelers from
Interstate 75, which runs 15 miles
to the west through Cordele. They
also want to make it a stop for an
excursion train that occasionally
runs from Cordele to Savannah.

“We actually have people who
stop ... and take their pictures
with the city limits sign,” said
Sandy Guest, mayor of the town of
300. “I guess it's so they can tell
their friends they have been
through the pit:

Local residents face a daunting
challenge in getting people to stop
in the city for more than a laugh.

The roof on the town’s small
movie house has collapsed and
now vines and weeds grow where
patrons once watched “Gone With
the Wind” and Roy Rogers. The
rusty pumps at King's Garage
stopped working back when regu-
lar gasoline cost only 61.9 cents a
gallon.

The outdoor staircase leading to
second-floor offices at King’s Mer-
cantile Co., a two-story brick struc-
ture built in 1904, has rotted
away.

Decades of rust and rot have
taken a similar toll on other build-
ings in Pitts’ two-block downtown,
where farmers and their families
used to arrive in mule-drawn wag-
ons on Saturdays to buy supplies
and borrow money to plant crops.

But now, the downtown is show-
ing signs of life once again. On
one corner, 73-year-old Emery
Mathews is at work with his Skill
saw and chalk line, converting a
service station into a flower shop

Jackie Guest, the mayor’s fa-
ther-in-law, has purchased the
mercantile building and plans to
turn it into a general store.

After years of neglect, the
once-thriving downtown in Pitts,
., is a virtual ghost town with

idated century-old buildings.
Residents plan to restore the
buildings and hope to draw travel-
ers from nearby Interstate 75.

Delano Braziel, a potter who re-
turned to his birthplace after his
retiring from teaching at Valdosta
State University, has already
transformed a portion of his fa-
ther’s old general store into a pot-
tery shop. He plans to sell an-
tiques in the building next door.
He's purchased two buildings
across the street for an art gallery
and gardening store and he wants
to move the town’s old railroad
depot back to town from his farm.

There are also plans to open a
cabinet shop specializing in old-
style furniture and a barbecue res-
taurant.

Braiel, like others in town, en-
visions a new life for Pitts as a des-
tination for travelers looking for a
quiet, small town to visit.

“Itd be a break from the inter-
state where you can see some of
south Georgia,” he said.

Guest said people have been
talking about revitalizing the
downtown for years, but it wasn’t
until Braziel began work that oth-
ers joined in.
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Snoops get celebrity restraining order

Oscar-winning actress Nicole Kidman has asked a
court to issue a restraining order against two Sydney pho-
tographers, their lawyer said.

Roland Day said his client, Jamie
Fawcett, and another photographer
he represents had been served pa-
pers saying Kidman’s application
would be heard in Waverly Local
Court. Day wouldn’t name the other
photographer.

Police officers were called to Kid-
man’s home after an electronic lis-
tening device was found near a secu-
rity vehicle that was monitoring her
mansion from the street.

The bug was apparently discov-
ered when security  officers
searched the grounds in preparation
for Kldman s return to film her new movie, “Eucalyp-

tus.”

It wasn’t immediately clear whether Kidman’s applica-
tion for a restraining order was related to that incident.

“Ms. Kidman appears to be trying to control how the
‘media covers her personal and public life,” Day said.

He said his clients were merely doing their jobs and
that granting Kidman’s request would “have the danger-
ous consequence of encouraging anyone under the scruti-
ny of the media to do the same thing.”

Rowling announces name of baby

J.K. Rowling, creator of the “Harry Potter” boy-wizard
fantasy book series, has named her new baby daughter
Mackenzie.

The 39-year-old British author gave birth to her third
child at Edinburgh Royal Infirmary. In a note posted on
her Web site, Rowling wrote: “Her name is Mackenzie
Murray (middle names Jean Rowling) and she is ridicu-
lously beautiful, though I suppose I might be biased.”

Rowling and her husband, Dr. Neil Murray, said they
are “absolutely delighted” with their new arrival. The
couple have a 22-month-old son, David, and Rowling has
an 11-year-old daughter, Jessica, from a previous mar-

riage.

“Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince,” the
much-anticipated sixth book in the series, will be pub-
lished on July 16.

Actor not present for knife attack

A security guard at the London theater where Chris-
tian Slater had been performing was
involved in a knife attack, a spokes-
‘man for Slater’s play said.

Slater had already left the West
End theater when the attack oc-
curred, said Tom Coupe, a spokes-
man for “One Flew Over the Cuck-
00’s Nest,” which ended its success-
ful five-month run. The theater secu-
rity guard wasn’t injured, Coupe
said.

The 35-year-old actor “wasn’t
nearby, he didn’t see this person [the
attacker]. He had already left the the-
ater,” Coupe said.

“Christian wasn’t directly involved,” Anna Arthur, Slat-
er’s publicist, said. “It's something that happened in the
streets outside, there in the West End. It involved the se-
curity guards but not Christian.”

Slater

First ‘Survivor’ winner arraigned

Richard Hatch, the first winner of the hit CBS reality
show “Survivor,” was arraigned in federal court on charg-
es that he didn’t pay taxes on his $1
‘million prize.

Hatch, a resident of Newport,
didn’t enter a plea, but told U.S. Mag-
istrate Judge Lincoln Almond that
he understood the charges, and
waived his right to a grand jury.

Almond released Hatch on
$50,000 bond, which he posted fol-
lowing the hearing.

Federal prosecutors charge that
Hatch, 43, filed false 2000 and 2001
tax returns, omitting his income
from the show, as well as another
$321,000 he was paid by a Boston radio station.

The charges carry a maximum five years in federal
prison and a $250,000 fine for each charge.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

ABACA PRESS/KRT

Bobby McFerrin, second from left, his wife Debbie McFerrin, left, and their children attend a show in New York City on
Nov. 15, McFerrin doesn't hate his most popular song — you know the one — but he won't perform t.

The disappearance of
‘Don’t worry, be happy’

He’s pretty happy, but you aren’t going to hear Bobby McFerrin’s
most famous song anytime soon — at least not from him

BY BRAD BARNES
Knight Ridder Newspapers

obby McFerrin does not perform his most famous
song in conces
But to quote that song: Don’t worry, be happy.
His shows are a free-form amalgam of jazzy
singing, improvised voice work and audi-
ence participation. And, McFerrin hopes,
they’re lots of fun.

“I'd say 90 percent of the audiences
‘might be a little disappointed [I didn’t play
the song],” he says, “but hopefully they’ve
had so much fun between, you know, the
first number and the last that they’re OK.

“Every once in a while someone will say,

&k don’t regret
its success at
all. It’s still
working for

Be Bobby,” and a collection of press quotes calling the man
a one-hit wonder.

For the most part, critics have embraced McFerrin as a
true innovator, unlike any vocalist before. That distinction
might have come partly from his self-imposed exile from
other jazz singers.

“In ‘the beginning, I purposely stayed away from listen-
ing to singers for two years,” he says. “I
didn’t want to, like, cop someone’s licks,
knowing how impressionable I am. I was
afraid of doing such a diligent search in try-
ing to find the voice that I would end up
copying that voice, whoever it was. So I ac-
tually made myself take a two-year fast
from jazz singers.

“Once I got really comfortable with my

‘How come you dign't do “Don’t Worry, Be me, my technique, and I was beginning to under-
Happy”? But they're still asking for my au- P stand who I was, I started listening to oth-
tograph,” he says. goodne&gy ers,” says McFem’n, now 54

“They’re still taking pictures and we're
all having a good time.”

The infectious melody of “Don’t Worry,
Be Happy” made it a No. 1 smash in 1988,
with part of the charm coming from its nov-
elty. McFerrin’s voice provided 12 tracks
of hums, bop-bops and doo-doots in lieu of
any instrumental support.

But he has a love-hate relationship with
the piece. Its success made McFerrin a
household name. But it also defined the
man — a jazz artist and the son of two clas-
sical vocalists — as a pop singer in the pub-
lic’s mind.

“I don’t regret its success at all,” McFer-
rin says. “It’s still working for me, my goodness, after all
these years. It's still out there; people still talk about it.
Companies use it for commercials or whatever. It's still
working.”

Still, he hasn’t performed the song in 17 years. Yet his
‘Web site embraces it, with playful links like “Don’t Worry,

after all these
years. It’s still
out there;
people still
talk about it.9y

Bobby McFerrin

(He doesn’t remember who he broke his
fast with. “That was a long, long time ago,”
he says. “It could’ve been Al Jarreau, coul-
d’ve been Jon Hendricks.”)

In keeping with that spirit of innovation,
he starts every solo show by performing a
song even he doesn’t know.

He improvises.

“I do the hardest thing first, the scariest
thing first, which is to go out there without
any ideas and just open my mouth and start
singing. And whatever it is, is what it is. I's
never a tune that anyone knows. It’s never
an identifiable piece,” he says. “It’s always
something that’s made up on the spot.”

‘That may be 5 minutes of the show, or it might be 25 min-
utes. And after that, he draws in the spectators to help with
the performance.

“Some audiences are very conservative. They’re not
used to being told to sing with me,” he says. “But I've
never, never, never, ever failed to get an audience to sing.”

Musician
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YOUR MONEY

Vets’ benefits put squeeze on DOD spending

BY GREG JAFFE
The Wall Street Journal

WASHINGTON — With the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan
badly straining its forces, the Pen-
tagon is facing an awkward prob-
lem: Military retirees and their
families are absorbing billions of
dollars that military leaders
would rather use to help troops
fighting today.

Congress, pressured by veter-
ans groups, has in recent years
boosted military pensions, health
insurance and benefits for wid-
ows of retirees. Internal Penta-
gon documents forecast that the
lawmakers’ generosity since 1999
will force the federal government
to find about $100 billion over the
next six years to cover the new
benefits.

“The amounts have gotten to
the point where they are hurtful.

They are taking away from the
nation’s ability to defend itself,”
says David Chu, the Pentagon’s
undersecretdry for personnel and
readiness.

Rising veterans’ benefits are a
big factor behind the billions of
dollars in weapons cuts to be pro-
posed when President Bush un-
veils next year's budget blueprint
early next month. New retiree en-
titlements also are crimping the
Pentagon’s ability to increase in-
centives for enlistment at a time
of dangerous, yearlong Iraq de-
ployments.

The military’s budget woes are
similar to the broader problem
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facing the U.S. government, as
spending on aging baby boomers
— in the form of Social Security
and Medicare — squeezes out
funds for other programs, from
health care for the poor to scientif-
ic research. The pinch is exacer-
bated by Bush’s campaign prom-
ise not to raise
taxes. The pri-

&k [ think there is a

Earlier this month, its mem-
bers flooded Capitol Hill with
about 16,000 brown bags with
hand-written messages urging
lawmakers to exempt World War
II and Korean War retirees from
Medicare premium payments.
The message: Veterans were
being treated
like old paper

vate  sector, bags to be dis-
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Tom Phipott 0% retement
creas_ingly ag- Military benefits expert, columnist health-care

gressive and ef-
fective veterans lobby, doesn’t
have that luxury. The main force
among veterans groups has been
the Military Officers Association
of America, an Alexandria,
Va.-based group boasting about
400,000 dues-paying members
and a board packed with retired
generals and admirals.

MOAA has an ambitious agen-
da for 2005, listing on its Web site
16 goals for further expanding re-
tiree and survivor benefits.
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package. “Now
some in the Pentagon want to
walk away from that. That is a
very dangerous thing,” Adm.
Ryan says.

The politics of veterans bene-
fits, meanwhile, are roiling the
Republican Congressional majori-
ty. Earlier this month, the House
Republican leadership took the
unusual step of stripping New Jer-
sey Rep. Christopher Smith of his
chairmanship of the Veterans Af-
fairs Committee. Mr. Smith had
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irked House leaders when he
pushed so aggressively for veter-
ans benefits that he at times
threatened to oppose their spend-
ing plans — and President Bush’s
— unless more retiree benefits
were included.

The rise of the veterans lobby
marks a dramatic shift in modern
military spending. “If you look
back to the history of the all-vol-
unteer force going back to 1973,
the Congress has in general de-
ferred to the executive branch on
major pay and benefit changes,”
Chu says.

That began to change in the
late 1990s, when veterans groups
charged that the federal govern-
ment was reneging on promises
made by recruiters in the 1940s
and ’'S0s to provide free cra-
dle-to-grave medical care to mili-
tary retirees who served a
20-year career. They took out ads
on the radio and flooded newspa-
pers with letters to the editor say-
ing the military was letting down
the “Greatest Generation.”

“There was tremendous emo-
tion. These groups were highly or-
ganized,” says retired Gen. Jack
Keane, who was on active duty at
the time. Senior military officers
worried the widespread allega-
tions of broken promises from vet-
erans groups were hurting mili-
tary recruiting, Keane recalls.
Many officers, including Keane
himself, sympathized with the re-
tirees.

Over the objections of the Clin-
ton Pentagon, but with the sup-
port of then-Joint Chiefs Chair-
man Gen. Henry Shelton, C
gress in 2000 opened the mi

tary’s generous health-care pro-
gram to over-65 retirees who in
the past had been forced to rely
solely on Medicare. The change
will cost the federal government
more than $8 billion for this fiscal

year ending Sept. 30, the Penta-
gon says.

Lawmakers also changed the
military retirement system to
allow troops with 20 years of ser-
vice to collect 50 percent military
pay upon retirement instead of 40
percent.

Almost every year since then
Congress has pushed through bil-
lion-dollar increases in personnel
benefits. The projected growth in
retiree benefits of the next six
years dwarfs the $55 billion in
cuts to new fighter jet, ship and
submarine programs proposed
by the Bush administration in De-
cember and spread out over the
same six-year period.

The largesse has grown with
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan,
which mark the first time in the
past century that the U.S. has had
to wage sustained combat with an
all-volunteer force. Members of
Congress use any opportunity to
see off soldiers or welcome them
home. “The first question the law-
makers ask is, ‘What can we do
for you? Then they do it,” says
one senior Army official.

‘The sharp reductions in the num-
ber of World War II, Korea and
Vietnam veterans serving in Con-
gress and in the top ranks of gov-
ernment may help explain some of
the veterans groups’ influence.

Lawmakers who didn’t serve in
the military are more apt to be in-
timidated by veterans groups,
says Tom Philpott, an expert on
military benefits who writes a syn-
dicated column on the subject for
several military Web sites and
newspapers, including Stars and
Stripes.

“T thmk there is a guilty con-
science among those who didn’t
serve. They say to themselves, ‘T
didn’t serve. But I am sure as
heck not going to short-sheet
those who have,” ” he says.

'CQnts and Sensibility

Money tip of the day

MarketWatch

NEW YORK — Keeping finan-
cial records is an important part
of preparing to file your income
taxes, but that’s not all. Good
record keeping helps you man-
age your finances.

Fred Rewey, author of the
new book “Winning the Cash
Flow War,” offers some advice
on what paperwork to keep, and
what to toss.

You should have at least three
files for your financial paper-
work — label them “critical,”
“active” and “dead storage.”

In the “critical” file, collect im-
portant paperwork that would
be hard to replace and vital to
save in an emergency. Include:
Marriage certificates and di-

Keeping financial records

vorce decrees, titles, deeds or
registrations for property and ve-
hicles, mortgage and other loan
information, insurance policies,
investment records, credit card
statements, tax information (cop-
ies of past returns, proof of esti-
mated tax payments), etc.

Your “active” file should hold
important financial documents
from the past three years. In-
clude: Unpaid bills (then mark
with date paid), bill receipts,
bank  statements, cancelled
checks, W-2 and 1099 forms.

Your “dead storage” file
should include things that were
previously in your “active” file,
as well as documents from up to
seven years ago. Any financial
document older than that can
safely be tossed out — but re-
member to shred it first.
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Jeconomy; ndicators; news.
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14 | TMC  [Biehn. Wyatt Earp and Doc Holiday battle the Cianton gang. R’ (CC) Matthew McConaughey, Adam Goldberg. A wrier bets she can seduce a man [Hudson. A former soldier accused of cowardice must redeem his honor. PG-13'
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35 | ANPL [than 3,000 canine compete. From Tampa, Fla. (Live) of competitors enter the jungle to com-
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[Wanna Come In? [Wanna Come In? |Wade RealWor~ “Reatiord - The Resl Worla [ he Real Word _ U Wik S Purid GodChar[PUnKd St [Punia Carre
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JAPAN TV-BS11

Evening
7:00 NHK News
1:10 French Movie (1999): The Dancer (1:35)

ek
9:00 TV Series: CSl: Crime Scene Investiga-
tion - Miami 2

11:15 Aus(ra\ian Open Tennis, 13th Day (live)

After:

20005 Movie 2009 Timeline 2:00
vening

8:00 French Movie (2003): Tais-to (1:30)

9130 Brtshfrench-Canadian Movie (2002

11:00 TV Series: Friends the Best

11:30 TV Series: Friends the Best

12:00 TV Series: Friends the Best

2:40 Australian Open Tennis, 13th Day (r)

5:55 Spanish Soccer Liga Espanola

on
12:00 Music Download Chart Top 10
100 World Chart  Express Supported by

3100 Pimp M
330 At b fusted
:00 On-Air Chart Top 30

Evening
7:00 Consensus: Marilyn Manson
730 Screen

DX: Jennifer Lopez Special
0 USS. Top 20 with Super DRY

Pimp My Ride
Check the Rhyme
America or Busted

Fresh
After Hours
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Cop faces discipline

DENVER — Police
Sgt. Michael
Karasek will be disciplined
for threatening to arrest a
woman for displaying on
her truck a profane bumper
sticker about President
Bush, Police Chief Gerry
‘Whitman said.

Shasta Bates, 26, was
confronted by a man
while standing in a -~
'UPS store. The man
told her he was upset by her
bumper sticker.

The man then went outside and
flagged down Karasek, who was
working off-duty in uniform at the
shopping center.

Bates, three UPS employees and
a Rocky Mountain News reporter
who happened to be there all say
that the officer threatened to ar-
rest the woman if she didn’t re-
move the bumper sticker from her

truck.

Karasek told investigators that
he did threaten the woman with ar-
rest, but at the time he thought he
was following the law, a police
source said. He realized shortly
after the confrontation that he was
wrong, the source said.

Rethinking Washington
BALTIMORE — Research-
ers hoping to dispel

George Washington’s image as a

stiff-jawed, boring old man are tak-

ing a bite out of history through a

high-tech study of his famous false

teeth.

The researchers were in Balti-
more to perform laser scans on a
set of Washington’s dentures at the
National Museum of Dentistry —
dentures, they say, that were not
made of wood as commonly be-
lieved.

Scientists and historians plan to
use the information to help create
new, expressive, life-sized figures
of plaster and wax to show aspects
of the 6-foot-3 Washington’s per-
sonality they consider underappre-
ciated.

“People know that Washington
was great, but many people think
he was boring and nothing could
be further from the truth,” said
James C. Rees, executive director
of the Mount Vernon Estate and
Gardens, Washington’s home in
Northern Virginia.

Great water levels

TRAVERSE CITY — The

water levels in the Great
Lakes system have risen as much
as 16 inches this winter from one
year ago, bringing hope for next
summer to the region’s boaters
and beach visitors.

According to the latest U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers figures,
Lake St. Clair’s water level was 16
inches above the winter 2004 level
and 4 inches above its long-term
average. The other lakes reported
7- to 15-inch increases.

High water translates to cash for
the shipping industry, where high-
er water means more cargo and
bigger profits. A single inch of
water allows a 1,000-foot freighter
to carry 270 addmonal tons of
goods, according to the Cleve-
land-based Lake Carriers’ Associa-
tion.

Light rail funded

PHOENIX — Saying the na-
tion’s sixth-largest city was
“strangling on its congestion,” the
country’s top transit official signed

ROUNDUP

an agreement to free $587 million
in federal money to help sprawling
Phoenix build a light rail system.
For Phoenix to “not plan ahead
on something that is not focused on
the automobile would be foolhar-

JJ‘ (VT

on to the National Ma-
rine Fisheries Ser-
vice for one last
round of consideration.

Fatal accident

— A

Lowell teenager
was killed over the weekend

after a snowmobile accident

=S4  on Crystal Lake.
Vermont State Police later
J cited the boy’s father and

uncle on suspicion of snowmo-
biling while intoxicated.

The crash happened as Randy
Langmaid, 37, and his 16-year-old
son, Shane, were snowmob)].mg

with Randy
27-year-old brother, Jonathan, ac-
cording to a news release from Ver-
‘mont State Police in Derby.

Randy Langmaid broke his right
arm in the crash.

Magnet

dy,” Federal Transit Ad
tor Jennifer Dorn said after sign-
ing the agreement with the mayors
of Phoenix, Tempe, Mesa and Glen-
dale.

Cars line up for blocks at some
freeway onramps during peak
hours, and it can easily take more
than an hour for motorists to get to
the outskirts from downtown dur-
ing rush hour. With light rail, it
will take about 20 minutes to get
from downtown to Tempe and
about the same time to get to north
Phoenix.

Besides easing traffic problems,
Phoenix Mayor Phil Gordon said
light rail will create 1,600 full-time
Jjobs.

Hearings on shrimping
ABBEVILLE — Public hear-
ings are set for February to

discuss capping the number of

shrimp boats operating in federal
waters in the Gulf of Mexico.

New rules tentatively adopted
by the Gulf of Mexico Fisheries
Management Council would limit
the shrimp fleet for the next de-
cade at about 2,800 boats — those
operating with federal permits at
the end of 2003.

After the council makes its final
decision following the public hear-
ings, the proposal would be passed

ob A
Doesn’t look like fun
Brougham Elementary third-grader
Nick Jones takes a beanbag to the
forehead after he stuck his head in
a bull’s eye during a family fun

night in Olathe, Kan.

EUGENE — The Universi-
ty of Oregon is defending
its decision to tell one of its deliv-
ery drivers to remove a “Support
Our Troops” magnet m the
state-owned truck he uses at work.
Oregon law prohibits personal
messages on state-owned vehicles,
regardless of the context.
University ~ President Dave
Frohnmayer said that driver Pete
Baker will face no disciplinary ac-
tion, and added that he was upset
that the incident has led people to
question the patriotism of the uni-
versity.

New attention on grapes
BERKELEY — California
grape growers and wine-

makers are hung up on “hang

time” — how long grapes should
be left on the vine.

Some winemakers want the
grapes picked late to maximize fla-

But growers say that cuts into
their per-ton profits because
grapes lose weight as they ripen.

“There’s a lot of controversy
about this,” said Andy Beckstoffer,
a major Napa Valley grower who
recently organized a seminar on
hang nme that drew more than 500

The “issue of hang time, also
known as extended ripening, has
been around for at least five years,
but the past year has brought in-
creased attention, said Karen
Ross, president of the California
Association of Winegrape Growers
in Sacramento.

Airport not proving itself
ST. LOUIS — At MidAmer-
ica Airport, the parking is

free, the waits are short and the ter-

minal is gleaming.

But it needs some flights and pas-
sengers.

Before the airport opened in
1997 in Mascoutah, Ill, about 20
miles east of St. Louls, studxes pre-
dicted well over a million passen-
gers by 2005. The 2004 figure:
7,800 passengers.

However, Illinois officials re-
main committed to the airport.
One new development

raised some optimism.

In November, TransMeridian
Airlines, a charter airline out of
Lithia Springs, Ga., began offering
a few flights a week out of the air-
port, flying passengers to and from
Orlando, Fla. TransMeridian re-
cently opted to extend its term at
MidAmerica through Sept. 6.

has

Honoring veterans  Faemey e sider v e

bottom, flashes a peace sign on the floor of the Arkansas state Senate in
Little Rock, as survivors of the Battle of the Bulge are honored.

Grackles perch on top of a tree in Abilene,
Texas.

For the birds

B eTy—
Ethel Scobe takes her dog,
Penny, for a walk in Wichita,
Kan. The Boston terrier stays warm by wearing a fleece sweater.

A Penny for your walk
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Getting toasty

A thick mist blankets the Willamette Valley floor
at sunset near Springfield, Ore.

Blue skies

California sea lions sunbathe on a San Francisco boat dock.

>

Early morning loner
Separated from the rest of the
herd, a lone Hereford cow is
silhouetted against the sunrise
near Mount Carroll, Ill.

Truck falls off bridge

A truck is seen on its roof in the Middle Patuxent River along Inter-
state 95 in Savage, Md., following a multi-vehicle accident. The trac-
tor-trailer flipped off a bridge, landing upside down in a ravine below. The driver survived.

Arrested for drawings

OCALA — Two boys were
arrested for making p
cil-and-crayon stick figure draw-
ings depicting a 10-year-old class-
mate being stabbed and hung, po-
lice said. The children, charged
with a felony, were taken from

school in handcuffs.

The 9- and 10-year-old boys
were charged with making a writ-
ten threat to kill or harm another
person. They were also suspended
from school.

Wife gets life sentence

PONTIAC — An elementa-

ry school teacher who
hacked her husband to death with
a hatchet was sentenced to life in
prison without the possibility of pa-
role.

Before she was sentenced,
Nancy Seaman read a statement in
which she called the jury’s guilty
verdict “a miscarriage of justice”
and a “tragic mistake.” She said
she would appeal.

Prosecutors said Seaman argued
with her husband, Robert, last
Mother’s Day, went to Home
Depot to buy a hatchet, returned to
their home and killed him with it.
Police found Robert Seaman’s
body in his wife’s sport utility vehi-
cle a few days later.

Nancy Seaman claimed that she
bought the hatchet for yard work
and that the couple got into an argu-
ment the next morning in which
her husband of 31 years menaced
her with a steak knife. She said she
grabbed the nearest thing to de-
fend herself.

Oakland County Circuit Judge
John McDonald said he didn't
“doubt for a minute” that Seaman
was physically and emotionally
abused. But he said jurors did not
believe the abuse was so severe
that it excused the slaying.

Heifer sells and resells

MISSOULA —

520-pound heifer took cen-
ter stage at the Missoula Livestock
Exchange, where the animal was
sold and resold about a dozen
times to raise money for two
groups opposed to relaxing restric-
tions on Canadian beef imports.

Auctioning the black Angus calf,
along with a Western bronze statue
and some other items, raised
$5,500 to $6,000 for the Montana
Cattlemen’s Association and the
Ranchers-Cattlemen Action Legal
Fund, or R-CALF USA. R-CALF is
the legal-action arm of the U.S.
Stockgrowers Association.

The sale came nine days after au-
thorities confirmed another case of
mad cow disease in Alberta, Cana-
da. It was the second Canadian ani-
mal found to have the deadly
brain-wasting disease since De-
cember when the United States an-
nounced that cross-border cattle
trade would resume in March.

Abuse allegations bills

CONCORD — A bill being

debated by the House
would prevent people from report-
ing child abuse anonymously, a
measure that has elicited concern
from children’s advocates.

Rep. Lars Christiansen, R-Hud-
son, said too many people are false-
ly accused of child abuse and
never know who pointed the finger
of blame. He said it all adds up to a
violation of civil rights.

According to the state, only 6 per-

cent of child abuse calls are anony-
mous. Department of Children,
Youth and Families investigators
oppose the idea of forcing callers
to identify themselves, and they in-
sist that their work is not
heavy-handed.

School honor protested

CANTON — Parents and

students are speaking out
against plans to name a new school
for a Confederate-era governor.

The Cherokee County Board of
Education voted 4-3 to name the
county’s newest high school after
former Gov. Joseph E. Brown.

However, some parents and stu-
dents who will attend the school
say the name invites controversy.

Scott Rowland, who has three
children, said naming the school
after a Confederate governor
brings connotations of racism,
“whether justified or not.”

Brown is referred to in the histo-
ry books as a “rabid secessionist.”
Ending slavery, he said, would
lead to the South’s ruin.

Besides teaching in Cherokee,
Brown had a long-term interest in
education. He was the first presi-
dent of the Atlanta Public Schools,
and he was a founding board mem-
ber at historically black Atlanta
University, according to Cathy Lov-
ing-Pye, historian/archivist for At-
lanta schools.

Park fees now law

AZ TUCSON — Visitors to na-

tional forests and other fed-

eral lands who had hoped tempo-

rary recreation fees would soon
vanish will have no such luck.

The fees were first imposed in
1996 on a temporary basis and
have been renewed by Congress
every two years since. But last fall,
Congress wrote the fees into law
for at least a decade.

Congress approved the law as
part of a larger appropriations bill
in November, and President Bush
signed it Dec. 8.

Town’s population back

RALEIGH — At the time of
the 2000 census,
Princeville was still mostly a disas-
ter zone after being devastated by
flooding from Hurricane Floyd.
Many of its residents abandoned
their homes for drier ground.
Town officials suspected then
that the population would be under-
counted because of the storm, and
requested a special recount.
Revised figures now show
Princeville, about 60 miles north-
east of Raleigh, has 2,029 residents
— more than twice as many as the
974 listed in the official 2000 count.

Foster parents punished

PROVIDENCE — A Cran-

ston couple’s foster license
is on hold after a young man in
their care shot himself in the leg
with a gun found in the father’s
sock drawer.

The police said the bullet
pierced 20-year-old Daniel Lillie’s
lower right thigh and exited just
above the back of his knee.

Veronica Manders, 38, told The
Providence Journal she plans to
lobby DCYF to keep her fos-
ter-care license. She said the inci-
dent has caused she and her hus-
band to separate. The couple have
taken care of 20 foster children
over the past eight years.

Stories and photos from wire services
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Where’s the i tive?

I hear of re-enlistment bonuses all the
time. T and others like me are stuck in the
political policies put forth to us with no
concern for each individual’s history.

A lot of personnel don’t understand or
know of the problems we face. I have
served our country and flag for 34 years.

We are technicians. Many of us are past
our mandatory removal date. Once we hit
this stage, we are told to put in an exemp-
tion-to-policy letter or we lose our posi-
tion. Other personnel who are not military
technicians and reach this stage can go on
to retire. The military says it will do every-
thing possible to stop discrimination, but
this is a form of it. Once we hit this point,
where is the incentive?

W We cannot accept bonuses.

W We don't receive pay increases (ex-
cept cost of living).

W We don’t get promotions.

W We must maintain our military status.

1 have served with units that, through
my effort and fortitude, have achieved na-
tional recognition. Neither I nor the sol-
diers who worked for me were given recog-
nition for these efforts.

T would like Congress to stand back and
see through our eyes and then judge the
standards to which it submits us. Tam cur-
rently on extension, although I have not re-
ceived anything stating so.

What incentive do we as soldiers have
now? Go jobless at home, or stay in the mili-
tary.

Master Sgt. William Russell
Camp Spearhead, Kuwait

Warming trend is nothing new

1 had a hearty laugh while reading “The
real story on columnist” (letter, Jan. 21).

We have a Michael Moore clone attack-
ing “big business” and “neo-cons” like
they are contagious diseases out to infect
the “unwitting readers.”

It is true that the Earth is warming at its
surface. In fact, the environmentalists are
more than happy to point out that the lat-
est warming trend has been occurring for
about a decade. The age of the Earth rang-
es from 5,000 years to billions of years, de-

Dooneshury Flashbacks

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. Al letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
Jetters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211

Via fax: [Cmmtry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

64345 Griesheim

E-mail: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil

but not limited to, warming in the tropo-
sphere (due to greenhouse gasses) and Pa-
cific Decadal Oscillation, a naturally occur-
ring phenomenon that strikes the Pacific
Ocean about every 30 years.

An example of external activity would
be the exothermic effects of the large hy-
drogen bomb around which we currently
orbit.

So, while the greenhouse gas region of
the atmosphere is not warming, the sur-
face of the Earth is. I think it is only fair
that the sun should share in the blame for
global warming.

Scott Spahr
Schweinfurt, Germany

Costume was symbol of evil
The Nazis are indeed part of history

(“Reactions to swastika ‘absurd,’ ” letter,
Jan. 22), and their claim to fame, if you

pending on whom you ask. So, a decade or
two of global warming is like the 24-hour
flu to an adult.

The average surface temperatures in
the continental United States between
1895 and 2000 are available from the Na-
tional Climatic Data Center. The hottest
year during that time was 1998 (President
Clinton presiding) and the second hottest
year was 1934 (President Franklin D.
Roosevelt presiding), the difference of the
two a thunderous 0.01 degrees Fahrenheit.
History buffs will note that the Great De-
pression began in 1929 and ended in 1941.
Big business was not so big during that
time.

What the environmentalists are not dis-
cussing is the evidence that humans do not
cause global warming. Any rise in average
surface temperatures on the planet, if
caused by humans, must result from
low-troposphere warming (the section of
our atmosphere one to five miles above
the Earth’s surface) where greenhouse
gasses congregate. Satellites and weather
balloons do not show low-troposphere
warming.

The air temperature at the surface of
the Earth is a result of a ies internal to
the atmosphere and activities external to
the atmosphere. Internal examples are,

will,is the of 6 million Jews
during World War IL.

Adolf Hitler led them to believe that
Jews were to blame for the economic and
societal problems in Germany and the un-
enlightened among them bought it. There
is nothing glamorous about the Nazis and
there never will be

No_doubt the letter writer is in Iraq
working to secure the freedom of the Iragi
people from tyranny. Saddam Hussein’s
idea of leadership was to rule with an iron
fist and suppress “whiny special-interest
groups” such as the Kurds by gassing
them.

Every free person has the duty to boldly
speak against oppression and anything
that romanticizes it. Prince Harry’s “sim-
ple costume” was a symbol of the evil of
Nazi_oppression, and Americans fought
and died in World War II with honor and
valor for the principle of freedom. Ameri-
ca led that fight and the mission continues

today.

President Bush said it best in his inaugu-
ral speech when he said that America
“will persistently clarify the choice before
every ruler and every nation: the moral
choice between oppression, which is al-
ways wrong, and freedom, which eternally

ight.”

Kirsten Derynioski
Rossdorf, Germany

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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a friendship or put an intriguing flair
into your creative work. Someone
from the past gets back in communi-
cation.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You'll be called on to entertain. If
you can't dazzle 'em with
brilliance, baffle 'em with
whatever comes off the
top of your head. You are
really much more captivat-
ing than you think.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). You can
'spin a wild story from a
few unrelated circum-
stances — just one of the
ways you needlessly
distract yourself. Don't
give in o imaginary fears.
If making one phone call
can allay your paranoia, make the
call.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You can't resist someone with a
devilish look in his or her eye — but
maybe you should. You're easily led
down the windy path of mystery and
thrills, but the real thrill comes from
honoring prior commitments.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Now, you're somewhat of an
impossibility challenger. You take on
the thing that requires the most
discipline and training. If you put
your mind to it, you could even
break a Guinness World Record.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Success in entrepreneurial
ventures could begin with a simple
seminar or workshop. You'll never
know if you don't sign up. Unem-
ployed folks have exceptional luck
finding work that is actually fun to
do.

Horoscope

Mercury enters Capricorn, and a
more somber mode of conversation
becomes appropriate. Getting the
message across requires
that we cross the t's and dot
the i's. There's a certain
fascination with the formali-
ties of language and a
delight in communication as
an art form. Attract luck by
polishing your verbal style.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(January 29). This year is
characterized by a wallop-
ing dose of financial luck in
the first three months. Sure,
money can't buy love. But it
does allow you to relax and
explore who you really are — and
this attracts fantastic partners. The
honest emotion you put out this
spring is retumed twice over. Sagit-
tarius and Capricom are true-blue
romantic partners.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You can't put your finger on any one
thing, but there does seem to be a
joyful epidemic sweeping you up.
Who needs a reason? Walk around
with a big smile on your face, and
'see whom you can infect with it.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
The rebellious spirit sets in. You
don'tfeel completely satisfied unless
you're doing something that would
freak out your mother. This behav-
for, of course, is extremely attractive,
especially to Scorpios and Leos.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You're unconsciously trying to get
someone’s attention — probably
someone who s so obiivious he or
she might not even notice if you
jumped out of a cake or parachuted  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
from the sky. Don't take it personal- Protect what you have. It's the best
ly. way to bring more of what you want

into your fe. Some of you, unfortu-

CANCER (lune 22-July 22). nately, feel guilty about being too
B S A DleSg o [filec: As f thero were such a
nstead of resolving to take the g
with the bad, make an effort to thing! Get rid of that baggage.
improve ‘the bad.” Everyone is PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
better off for your effort. Confronta-  Take tums being the audience and
tion isn't something to avoid atall  the entertainer. If you feel like you
costs after all. are perpetually in the audience, vary

LEO (luly 23-Aug. 22). ffplays YOV 0L, and creativiy returns.
is an art form, you become a fine rvc'” dese"‘/e tobe acknowledged
artist today. Use mischief to add for your talent
excitement to a relationship, cement

Holiday Mathis

4

Creators Syndicate
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Mother-in-law needs her own life JUMISLE

Dear Abby: My husband and
I are very happy. However, his
mother is an intrusive pest. I am
a stay-at-home mom, and she
calls all day long. When I an-
swer, I get an earful about how
often her son calls or doesn’t call
her, or she finds fault
with the things I do with
my children. If I don’t
answer, she comes over
to our house.

The other day, she
knew that I was going to
my mom’s office to drop
some stuff off and help
her with some things.

When I arrived, there
was my husband’s moth-

T, sitting there waiting
for me. Also, when my
husband confides in her
— like when I got preg-
nant — she takes it upon herself
to call my family and announce it
instead of allowing me to tell
them myself.

Ilove my husband. We are
happy together. But I have
reached the point where I'm
beginning to consider divorce in

Dear Abby

order to get away from his moth-
er. He has offered to speak to
her, but I feel bad because I
know she’ll know I asked him to
say something. What should I do?
— Tearing My Hair Out
Dear Tearing: You have de-
scribed a lonely, needy person
with too much time on
her hands. Rather than
expecting you to enter-
tain her, she needs to
get alife of her own.
Your husband should
talk to his mother and
encourage her to find
other interests. If she
blames you, so be it.
However, he would be
doing her a favor to
help her investigate
what activities and
opportunities are avail
able for seniors in your communi-
ty in case she’s so passive she
doesn’t know how to reach out.

Dear Abby: My companion
and lover, “Jimmy,” stole $40
from some close friends of mine.
He was caught, and

Jimmy if anything like that ever
happened again, e was out the

I am willing to forget the inci-
dent and move on; however, my
two friends feel differently. It
has created a wedge between us.
They continue to talk to me on
the phone at work, but Jimmy’s
name is never mentioned. Yester-
day, when I casually mentioned
the four of us getting together, I
was informed that it would never
happen. I did nothing wrong, but
T am feeling ostracized.

— In the Middle
in Columbia, S.C.

Dear In the Middle: You are
not being ostracized, Jimmy is —
and for good reason. He has
sticky fingers. Allow me to offer
two suggestions: If he'd steal
from your friends, he would also
steal from you, so keep your
valuables under lock and key.
And socialize with your friends
without him.

Letters for this column — with your

number — should be
CA 90069. Readers can write
o Abby on th Internet at

paid the money back. I told

Universal Press Syndicate

Be honest with tag-a-long roommate

Dear Annie: 1ama
college sophomore, and T
have a problem wit
roommate, “Janie.” |
and I are friends, but not
really close.

Whenever I am invited
out, however, she as-
sumes she is invited, too.

I would feel awful
telling her she can’t
come with, because I
suspect she doesn’t have
any other friends. My
friends like her well
enough, but things always seem
alittle awkward when she’s
around.

Just because we're room-
mates, does that mean we are
joined at the hip? I don’t want to
be selfish, nor do I want to be
mean to Janie, but this situation
is really making me dislike her.
Being with her 24/7 is too much
time spent with one person.

How can I distance myself
from Janie, socially, without
hurting her feelings?

— Annoyed Roommate

Dear Annoyed: You and Janie
are in college, now, and it’s time
for you to grit your teeth and take

on the hard tasks. Talk

Explain that it isn’t
healthy (not to mention
it can damage the
friendship) to be togeth-
er 24/7. She needs to
develop her own social
life and extracurricular
activities. College
provides a wonderful
opportunity to meet a
culturally diverse col-
lection of people your
own age, and she
shouldn’t squander it. Encourage
Janie to join some campus orga-
nizations, find a part-time job, do
volunteer work or tutor. If things
don’t improve, you might consid-
er finding another roommate
next year.

Dear Annie: This is in re-
sponse to “Frustrated Parents in
Tllinois,” who have a 4-year-old
autistic son. They had trouble
dealing with rude comments
about their son’s behavior in
public. I have two autistic chil-
dren and can relate.

The Autism Society of Ameri-

ca offers a business card you can
hand to people. One side ex-
plains the characteristics of
autism, and the other tells how to
communicate with those who
have autism.

T have presented this card to
friends who were curious, to my
son’s T-ball coach and to com-
plete strangers. It also includes a
note to policemen, firemen, etc.,
that the autistic person may not
understand or communicate,
‘which makes it a good tool to
place in your child’s pocket or
backpack.

The card not only educates
others, but it stops rude people in
their tracks. You can order 100 of
these cards for $18 through the
Autism Society of America (au-
tism-society.org) at 1-800-3AU-
TISM (1-800-328-8476).

—B.L.L.

Dear B.L.L.: What a wonderful
resource. Thank you.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.

Please e-mail your questions to
iesmail or write

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

m
but | won't

give up

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one fetter to each square,
1o form four ordinary words.
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Print answer here:

T
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Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as
by the above cartcon.

A4
(Answers Monday)
Jumbles: WINCE HEDGE REBUKE COERCE
Answer.  Knitted with a complex stitch —
HER BROW

Yesterday's

Family Circus
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to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.
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Dennis the Menace

“I peeled all the bananas for our
lunches next week.”
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sale .
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* STARS AND STRIPES -

Saturday, January 29, 2005

STRIPES CLASSIFIED

Autos for Sale
- Ok 152

Kadena - MUST SELLI 1995

. Great AC, JCI good
il Augst 06, Having baby and
need a four door. Bought car n
Qoloper for "34000" asking
800 Email_me
Vaua Pgdsnﬁkadenz atm

ST SELLI o1
iy Cehca 30 payer wih
6disc changer 2 12 inch speak-

Kadena, - ST SELL| 82

Son 36, Gl AC‘ Tons orem,
tinted windows, 4 rew tres, new

twysong@yahoo.com
Kadena, Okinawa - 96 Toyola
Gynos - Siver, Gold AIC, new
ffont bake pat, rolaed tres,
and reguiar oil changes
\han 72000 KT o
1,200,00. E-mail shin.
sleven@kadena atmil or el
090-6862-402:

Kadena, Okinawa - Black Tc
12k 3 for $500 obg aval \e
Call
©35"0580 Cor Cermall

rosetioss DD@yahou com

sw o1 Torot el Kon-
d CD playar wie-disc chang:
25 12 Inch subs in box wi

tolist Call Kevin at 633-4364, or
090°6866-2675

Kadena - PCSng, Needs o cell

JC due July
O Great cammm oD AC,
Comes wi layer. Asking

ST 00, can "ossion o
09097301906 for dotails. Ask for
!

Kadena - PCS Salel 1995
o

050-3754-0655 of 633-0818.
Kadena - PCS Salet 1956
Exiv
2%or soaan wih powsr (ot
windows and locks. New battery
and ros, 103 changer & mii
V. front & rear window wipers,
Koyioes oty ot S5200 DAO
PLS call 6336519 or Email
mancs\mc@yahun com
Seling 1

R e sxiotor boce i
or, Automatic trans, power locks

$200000" call 6333601 or
mail
ocomaughy @ kadén aimi
Kadena - Tube frame sand rail
4 seater. Toyola povered wih
all the goodies. Trailer included.

wanejp
forpict

Kinser - 1090 Mazda Eunos
{iata): Biue, 401 untl August
06 new tires, JVC CD player,
removable hardiop ‘and so

Mecs.0rg o Wolohia Gmabb
tler.usme mil

Kinser - 1950 Toyola Toun Ace
i, JCI expires in May 05, Nice
mmn rear Capt chars, moon
Sun ro0f, amimstereo, runs

637-1384/090 9789 9098,

Kinser-1990 Toyota 4wd Master
Surl. JCI Jan 2007. Clear

Aalabls, Cb-Tmes sindoas.

Wi eienbing. $2500 0BG,
Please call Josl 090-9784-8337
6360966,

Kinser-1991_Toyaot
Ace Surl. JoI Am zous cwean
Reliable,

500 0BO Please call Josl
090-9784-6357 636-3966.
Kinser - 1991 Toyota Sur, G
4 doors, AMFMICD _player.
excellent condition, well' main

5789 9093,

Kinser - 1993 Pajero - 4 doors,
vy logdod, Elocic
sunroof D player tow
Fi o1 A ™ Sk
$550000 0BO tis wil b8
avaliable 15 June when | PCS.
Truck is white and seals 7. Call
572978 o E-mai  wolck:

Autos for Sale
- Okinawa 152

Kinser - 1994 Toyota RAV4,
Tinted windows, excellent condi-
tion, AMFMICD player with CD
changer, lamiy owned. sporty
tims a0 ipied windows,JC1
Srrea-n B for

mivcate sals oy § 380005
OBO 637-1384/090 9789 9098,

Knser - 1996 Cynos, Low mies.

Sston conater” AAED

et and ey o miadate

71964 o 000

$05% o more miomaon

fanser -

BBl Excalen condion

AmirmiCh Fsyer JC1 oxpies
" 3007, T indons:

Sporyroacy or sale, 371564

aro0h s7e0 0050

Ognana - 1691 Toyora Sut

WD Grey. adiomatie

APCase!

oo, Aaer i it J6)

e N und e

o

PCs.

52165 of amal 0 fnowo-

mailgoo.nejo

Qlinana 1995 Toyola Favd
0 <pory feoing car, Gro

Aonti ! Foner ‘ovyinng.

AM/FM/Cassene/CD layer,

oo macens £ anﬂ mns qveat va
duo August 2005, S301

e ‘ol o logse ol
6228160 or omall tojmnew@-
mail goo.nejo

Motorcyles
- Okinawa 170

Futemna 1996 HONDA

HORNEY/ZSHCC/R:W nVey
Kes an excal-

enl frst ke Includes matcing

nal Honda

FEmey Avalabi tor Dumhase

in Okinawa only. Price:

850 o e o &t

ride” please ' contac

Baby ltems 200

Foster, Okinawa - Jogging Sirol.
o in great shape. No rust, well
tahen cared ever \en cuisde
$65. Call Michell at &
Foster, Okinawa - Medela Dou:
ble Ease Breast Pump. Excel
fent Condilon! Everything nclu-
ase, cooler carior,
only 3 months od, used ver
fow tmes! Askng $100. please

000-9787-4418 o  e-mail | call 6462084 email
ventura @rapic-iik.ne.jp
Futenma - 2000 HONDA CB400 | Foster, Okinawa - Pack_and

V-TECH/Biuel Low ~ Mileage/
Like New! Includes Armored
Jacket, Glove l

Py it ) bossne. o crest
condiion, hardly used! §50 Call
ail

Book Stores 250

Foster, Okinawa - MATH 012
Introductor igebra_ i

avening or leave messags dur:
g e Gy E
meyers @oasis mediti net

Foster, Okinawa - My Frst Loap
P Socks & cannihes, pow i
Package, Tags. Sy Number

BucksonBoadis medatt net

Kadena, Okinawa - Biology 1
g 167 Bloogy Mania! or

Collectibles 350

Gourey, Okans - Wate

gober”

Clectors! 1 have covral obes

cassyrene @hotmail.com for

Guam - Wanted 10 Buy Authen-
tic Autographed Celebrity Pho-
tos preforaly oresidents, fa-
mous - acto

Players, and musicians. Ploase
emal me s, Isprotos wih
rices of wh

Computers 360

um\l'g“ .
-‘“ (B 800HighTech.com
mnnw‘

Furniture 510 _ | Furniture 510

Kadena - Solid Wood Entortair

SingleRide
& very wall balanced Double
Tder” Avatable for prchase In
Oknawa Only. 'Price: $3500
Fm, For a Fidrs or s test e
890.5767-4418" or  e-mail
ventura@rapic-iinkne.jp

34000 Call 6337050 o
090-9780-7147. Serious. Inqui-
ties only!

Kadena, Okinawa - 2001 Harley

S o mai me” at

Okinawa - On Okinawa close to
Camp Foslor, Lestor, and Bu-
lor. © Honda _ Givic, . 1882,
Sagogkm. 4 door "new belt i
., JCI unl Mach 2006
$7300 o Cbent oher - cai
645-2556

Kadena, Oinawa Harey D
vidson now and use
svema\-zeu shipping lo APO

fnstodspoker @yahos.com for
detais or call 633-2446 ask for
Jack

Okuma/Kadena - 1993 Nissan

Primera: 4 doors: Excellent car,

uns groat and eoonomical, G
Ui

Must sell ASAP! 1890

Schwab -
Toyola Mark Il: Good coniton.
JC! s good uniil Sept 2006, Call
Anthony _Magallanes  a
625-3314/2676/2296.

Tonl aton, Oknava - 1052
180sx blackiop sr20det 5 speed.

ecu, fuil exhaust, ull gauge set,
supr single i, e o,
plus much more. 1, 52500
call Yot o
opfeffer&hotmal.com

Autos Wanted 156

Kinser-FREE or dirt chogp venl
cle for running around. Doesn’
Siter the mak o mecel i g

able o make all our appoint
ments and obligations during the
day. Pleage call nd
ask for Danny or Shelley

emai Virghp @casi medi-

Korea- Looking or car i ey
area. Small size  mand
a

0
for Harry or Cristina.

Molorgyles JﬂEn 166

Atsug - 2002 Honda Fleiox 250
andy red, 1800 Mi in

Canatig iy 08
4,500, Call

645639 aftor Gpm.
Yokosuka - 2004 Harley-
Davidson 883 Custom (AMERI-
CAN MODEL), less than 600

080-5165-3647. Please leave a
message if there isn' v

Yoksla - 2003 YAUAMA ¥ Suar

Zama, Japan Hatey Sporser
Bive, 1200 XLt

forward_cont
gurd ey

Smamso@ otmalcom

Motorcyles - Korea 168

Carol - 1995 Harloy FLHTP low
i HAS 42 Cary, Vance and
Fines Pro Pipe, Androws £V 27

Nir. White at 017-534-8589
iter @k i

oRso hlﬂe boys or gms st

RS Rk o) 6955515

Auto Parts 180

Butler, Okinawa - W a
Darot S1E o1 Sasio of 417
ires and a set of 15 inches tires.
205 width is fine must be in
good _condition. _E-mail - dan-
‘gat@mebbutler.usme.mil
Foster -2 16 inch and 2 15 inch
s, w-m tlr. good s or
Email
fenjioba@hothat com
Foster, Okinawa - Four 18
Inches e macf, uhase. S

m sl-H m qrsa! condmon abnul

ar I s S78000" akes
them. Call 6458022 (Day) or
936:9575 (Evening) Tim.
Kadena, Okinawa - 2 stock
Siine, whosis, Need 1o bs
dlaaned 'but ook in
Sonditon, _ Make.ofter, °Cail
6332515 or 090-6863-6793.
Kadena, Okinawa - Car Stereo:
Kenwood  KRC-888 Cassatte

turpin_s @hotmail.com
Kadena, Okinawa - | have a grit
turbo for sale looking for $250
call 6338800 and ask for Nick

91 Sur, engine parts
(evaryihing except bock). exter
or and ntrcr pare avalble,
callfor prices 637-44:

Baby Items 200

Atsugi, Japan - Baby items
opoy’ pllow, $5; gifs” winter

cloins, 1824 _months, $2-55;
Wanle the Pooh cr beddng

ot e o,
S0 6 3570087

AtsugiiZama - COMBI_Stroler
(Sawy) Travel stroller folds
with shoulder strap for_easy
arrying. 11 Ibs. When open. full

canopy, underseat storage.

di
Bariment. $40. Marion 264-6578.

Atsugiizama - COSCO Strolle.
§12. Like umbrela stroller, more

half. Marion 264-6578
Foster, Okinawa - Gap Gymbor-
o 0ld Naw bay g1 I zm
ana oy gamw navy 3

oo
oot Shoes ot Poras tangs
flom  50-84 per item. Jen

]

myseamoody @ hotmail.com
Foster, Okinawa
ing Shroler wih nfan: car seat
and base $50.00 in good shape.
Pleue cal 5462535 or el
P

Kadena - Jogging strollr, basi-
cally new, used twice, Bought
for $139.00. Yours for $100.00
OBO. Joe 633-0232

Kadena, Okinawa - Baby Gilo

mamss \m\uaed lor sa\s cau
633

Kadera, Odnava . Baby git

ithes

s\eepels‘ ﬂulh!s‘ nnes\es some
rately v

26 gatong sy 1 el 56

month clothes 100, make me an

offer, most are from the states.

6323118

wriing_inside. in
8339043 or

Kadena, Okinawa - GEOG 110
textbook In_excellent  ‘new
condition.  $85.00 OB
krstinhaloy @hotmailcom
Kadena, Okinawa - SPAN 1
112, 211, andlor 212 Textbook,
workbock,and” dctonary”for
5.00. 633 o
Eiinnaiey @ nomalcom
Kadena, Okinawa - UMU
Biology. 101 "Basic concapis of
Bilogy. STARRFIMN Edion
$4800 ploaso cal 6345442 0
4700,

lsalas@ite.net
o by

S

ve!evab\y !oomsl\ Fesioal

&nd base! g for classi-

hiniage. payer. avd. famovs
plavers now, T can amay you my
Reror Tavore piavers. Bl ma
our list of  players to
lsalas @te.net

; Computers 360

Foste, Okawa - Looking for

inwonder  Video
s’ Clser mce Oy, PO o0
AGP port. Call Neakon at
646-6975 i

Kadena. Okinawa - o and
dresser In one, $200, emall
myerscseShomallcom or & pe-
wre or call 6338218,

Kadena, Okinawa - Double
stroller blue and white S40,
single stroller black and white
330" Call 6335647 "o email
alacksE3@yahoo.com for pe-

Kadena, Okinawa -
Books for_sale
foumey (pey100) pad ssn usk—
ing $40, and _social
Dsycn 2i)pa ps-u §103 ask o
are latost
Clions” ond" o “evcelent
Condition. Call 633-4031 Aman:
da, or _em

Kadena, Okinawa - Fisher Price
Saby Cradle Swng, Sspecd.
battery oporated, Swings Sidel.
Sl o ontac, comds wil
toy bar, in excelent condition,
$30.00 call 633-305 if nteres:

Kadena, Okinawa - UMUC
oks for Psych 100- orig. S60
Sol for $40 and Psych 521 o,

sms il sel for S50, $30 for

both excalient condl-

o i e edions,  Call

633-4031

Kadena, Okinawa - Step two

QGMnn o ask o

dena, Okinawa_-_Vibrating
Sassna rom Farger 26; rehet

overything Gxira shaets, lamp,
willes, nightight, flesce blanke,
homemade curtain $75 All need
to/gol!l Cal 6323013,

Kinawa - A great bargain!
‘SnugRide infant car seaticarior,
3 postion adjusiable base and §

piece chest clip. Dark
Ié\ue i @ ute ey prnt.
e and Sl m i original boxﬂ
e ssing._ 1. Pald
$70.00 for f wil el for $40.00
Ploase call' 632 3499 or col
09007898364,

| Bicycles 20
3

Kadena - 26 Mensiboys Moun-
{ain Bk, New, bought 1 Stales,
never used §100.00 OBO. Jog
6330232

KINSER - Male_bicycle, new
i age. The color i dar blue

diforent. setings. Sl

Ui et FREE ity D
$100cal v 4391 or emal at

needlo ol n 1 weok-So ake

an of

Lester, Otnewa - UMUC

man  Resource

350) Bo0K or sae” (Imh

edition). Brand new book nover

o me an

POC. Smmy R

351 (W) email
i

Okinawa - Sony

6452455 1318 or omail
lopez@ battiewsapons.com

Kodra, Oppore
110" MBPS natwork hub m.
o, Includas 3,501 LAN ca
g S (s volage:
36030l $30' or best ofer
Call James at 6353571 or emall
atames @jnlostercom
Kadena, Okinawa - APC Bac
UBSTes 550 bav\svy backuv‘
Supply/surge” protacta
3547Pv$/gmwulgh s Eunels ]
{upin

Fostor,
S0l cak coffee table - Sacrfce | ment Cenler. 520000 obo. Ga
$100 aimost new deskimodom pictu
relio style from off base, new llwv\smn?zn@yahon com ghon
5200+ 3sking $75 obo px e-mal | #6335420
otmal

iy

Foster, Okinawa - Honey We
3

ing table with contoured chang- | 2500. E-mail me for pictures ¢
ing pad $200.60'Cal 645 2070 amzmyanm com or cal m
or email andrews @oasis.med-

attinet Eopecater

Kadena: CORNER ENTER. | Kinser, Okinawa -
TANMENT CENTER, Wil hoi | honey ol gof. \able mm
" tv (or larger f you take | drawers -
i Shat ouy. Has o doors on | uicher Bk capoet wi,
sdeswin'a shell n the | shelves, Sands 4" hgn. $2x

e e . oo o | G 6 4551 * or’"oma
BUDS oo e Ligh | méscubaioo aoico

Chndnon. Agkng. $110. Gal| Kinser, Oknaa - Wood Lvn
oo Foom Cofies Table: honey 03
oo | o P a2 )
Kadena, Onawa - Beautlu i Tong. 5 cravers. ¢

St ing sics b & | Sorage 175 o 6574381 ¢
Piians Wi mabi o5 & | Meseibalood oo
rover ' o

drawers. © montng, 90 Mt Zama - Soctional coucn for sal
STR500 cal St 555 4005 o | 8 5. Brown fabricwin remove

Qo0
Kadena, Okinawa - Black & Tan | condiion, o stains o holes
nighistands 20 and also SER | s i fabic $300 Contact Wt
by

$225. Call 6336133 or email
pictur

Kadena, Ofinawa - Entoran | HOUSENOId ltems 560
ment Conter - Black & Beed

sood. " Scandnaian "dosgn, | Foster - 620144 back o
250 a pelure_e-mail | curtains (2) 15 each OBO. (¢
she\\mm@yzhnnmm o call| Gotton_ Karate' uniforms_wi
st belts sze 6 $15,00 eact

Kadena, Okinawa - Cable/DSL

omes ot BSBI1 or oma

Cellular Phones 280

Kadena, Okinawa - Phone for

ftwysong@yahoo com
Clothi 320

Foster, Okinawa - LARGE Box
of matemiy clothes: shirs,

netor call Tracy

Foster, Okinawa - Men's
loeve’ shins randing from m

2bou To-12 chrs e 385,

Kadena, Okinawa - Computt

£k mew; Gosanfor $100, wl
2o 3500 an i bl sk
home.  E-mail
ihepetoztamila13@janse.com

t | for pictures or call 633-1177.

Kadena, Okinawa -
iame Fiog. With Omi Pro inine
e computer - Exta bty
5450 Ocean BCI

ave Dive ca csmhca!s carg ava\la—
andlor omac: o i
bo_ewertz@hotmailcom or call
633-6791(ovoning)  634.7504
(day) 090-6865-4943 (cel)

a0 orange green and yeion
Kadens, Oknawa - Enterain-
ment Center - Black & Tan, M
Copdnaan desgn. - Si73 | Foster, Oknava 1
E o 8 | esmer Camel - Mum ‘o
shemilayanoncom o1  pic | caore
e or call 6358135 Ene\lem cmdmon oy C\evavv

3SR S
Oinawa - FOR SALE] 0 o iz stor
Old An\\l}ue chair with cover o $75. Ca 646-629:
oy Sty St ting Tt | Foster Okinawa - piocos Dor
oo™ e e | Sy i et
Blsocal mdat Fiow
plossocal me ol B39 9681.__| PO, 95, s o
Kadena, Okinawa - For Salel | £7"4 mﬁﬁ.ﬂm o T
e o r | I P, Sonn, ot fadoc
e | St sk
e

0l you Iméresied Hease | Foster, Oinawa - Emo and,

-| &
call a1 6339681 B0 e Toide i S

lamp $15 Call 546.2010 or e
Kadena, Ofinawa - Pato ale m’,’eif@iisif‘eg‘mﬂ‘ i

Wih ‘seat cughions. 8.1 Juncle | Foster, Qinawa - Surgi for
a it faded. Roler | denim’ sl for
fhisical coaser sl works a e | week. Wil el 1 mv nalf e o
faded. Al for $200 ~Call| paid, $70 of
557309 leave. moseag il b | Eveson ronty s way §
e at a low cost. Can b

Kadena, Okinawa - For S
c

youre interested. please.  Call
633.9681

Kadena, Okinawa - HP Desk Jet
3420 color Ink printer - Worke
great '$3000 HP_Scan Jet
3400C scannericopier $25.00.
Call  633:9700 "or e-mail

Kinser, Okinawa - 2003 Trek
Uaud 30 Mountan bike Ful
suspension, SHOX

HSR$8500 Seing for 1420
OBOIII Must see this bike s
awesome Email for piclures:

goeagles@konnect.net  or
8372753

Boats 240 b

Kinser, Okinawa - 15 112 fest
Grey Zodiac (ubber boa) 25hp
motor. 5 pisces metal deck, fil

-mail_ wolcikra @mabbuler.
usme.mil

+| Book Stores 250

Atsugi, Japan - Gollege Books:
Centa “Texas' Colige onine
English 1301, good condition,
530, and Math 1514, $60. Cal

ey, Okinawa - CTC Psy-
pri Garde' Wade,” Carol
s, ‘seventh editon, brand
D8 o markinge, S68.00
CTC 'Marriages and Families,
Wary Amn-Lamama, - Agnes
Risdmann, sighih editon, brand
now. 10 Mharkings, $70.90 fim,

marinesaus21 @yahoo.com

Foster, Okinawa - Graco Swing
and Meals - High chair and
swing combo with_roversible
seat cover. $75 obo cal Jenni at
6465076

Foster - Chapman Pioting Sea-
manshipSmal Boat Handing

o Basic
Soamangi Salo Boat Hareing
Book. OBO. 6453107

Sellng a bag
of like now boys clothos and
shoss. by sons us ouigrew the
ftoms. Clothes ' sizes are

s G000 5 Shod wizbs
Vary. It nterestod piease contact
im al 662163 o
dcles@aol.com.

Kadena, Okinawa - 2 Full bags
of women's clothes all_name

e Contack 632-3116 of emal

Kadena, Okinawa - Lexmark
Coaor Jet prntr i Compatibie

Z65n_printers.
aougm “the"wrong Kina for my

B2t e Simg or 35 sach to
g rd of them! Cal 6334643 or

Kadens, Okinawa - PCS SALE! | Fran ) "% o “ecgte @
T Tot Sy oo win dov | ucvuetacancom o e
Siohes st | Sidoss

” e roar
conact_ G3-1227 oremal | cgored curtans for sl pract

ong@yahoo.com  pictures | cally brand new. | have
T orreies: panels,  each

617" Asking $20 or bes
apanoso S ds sog i | er ContastTraey al 633357
fiht n good conditon $40. Call | & 21 12Y @intoster

Chrls al 938-4124 or omail at

Home Electronics 570
Kadena, Oknawa - PCSngl |~

Queen size bed mattress and | atsugi, Japan - Television, 2C
Box with rame aleo 2 s | coor Memorox it sers
esser both for $100° Cal| esiers el S5, Ca
8337389 loave mossage. i o | 354456 or 060 5067
answer ask for

Kaden, Okinawa - Light ok
siyle

rover tha. S3b. G50, "Cai
e a 6556007,

Furniture 510

Okinawa - Dress sizo
wmmrnau ‘gown red floor length
very sexy cul down the front,
only_wom once paid $150
Sallng " for ‘60 buicks. Call
6323118 10 come see or e-mall
leanamendoza @ hotmai.com for

Club/Parties %

OIN_JAFA Japan Afrcan-
Amefcan Fienden Anwoas.
fion, since or_ovents,

Jafa.org/

Collectibles 350

Have a collection of
Okmawan stamps “and_paper
he revision- of
M\Iwary cnmm\ to_Okinavans
Call 6453107 f

atesed e cotecton

Atsugi, Japan - an
dresser et los ov Sorgoe
space, Call
2278934
psug, depan - Fre Tk
odder Sed.’ 580, yolow car
1ddier bed, $80 i sel
$50 patio table and six chars,
§40. Canizzr- 7948,
Coutney-Okinawa - Queen size
s head board, foot

Doaid, oo spings and” mar
rossas.Asking 175,00, Cail
62250
Fostor —a-draver flle
Cabineheavy sios! bar down
e "ontSecung "3l “four
dravers. $40.00 0D, 6453107
Foster - Oak_slegh s da
bed with wambier ond o i
anly Ty old fom tne
:urmluve sios, S i o

et i Courney/Schwab - Gamebo
Ty Bahamas Svie Con:
S0l T2 Brana Naw. Nover
G e o et o
fors
e Bling Yo' m\eregs—
Can el pctres. Pl
o SHiarowdyanoocom

Kagena, Oinawa_- Queen
Bedroom Set - Lt cnored

heioges moire,
Bresser wih mior! & g omal ancrows Goasis meda
gland | 3800 obo. Call | 1 “
ek

B | Fouter, Oldnawa - Daswoo 1
Kaens, Oinave_Sofa bl o w TorGhle Model pTC
nai $75. Email | 10VFCF -“new in box, neve
Sholmilyanoo o for .| SSUFCE ~crow it box, nove
e o ca 655808 g 318 Gt
Kadena, Oldnawa - Sold wood | Tyseamoody @hotmailcom _
Bk bed medum brown, 1| Kagena - 20° TV Erougnt ove
Golor, ‘i on top, | o n

&lacer muaed Askmg 8255 | o 4eb 0 ‘50" %

4503

ow, Won't last long. | Kadena - Bosespeakers f
i Diane 60 6734 sale. Al excellent _conditor

Fol

Kadena, Okinawa - Wood Enter- | channel - $125. Acousimass

{gment Conter s g screen | Sy 15726 Hase ca
/5. Tyear old, mint condiion. | 8333567,

3300 obo. Call Setn 633-4006 or | 17 __________
Scb@adventurethomason.com | Seoul Korea - 16 channel mixe

3 T

mess Good for e sound Unpon
o ® ot ared, $25000 Seoul Korea 01
piciures. com 7304716
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Home Electronics 570

Kadena, Okinawa - 48 inches
fon TV: Paid

'o. Will et i go for $100¢
880 Thone! oo 85wt s or

Person to Person 800

18m 327 year o sl e

from “Grana | male
en, pals. under:
ahaka1975@yanoo.com

Pets 820

Kadena, Okinawa - Home thea:
Features 12inch

reat
v, Great for

paries
fon'te S el S

70 oo cal 6352311
i vaopomnit®)

', Okinawa - St

call work
090.6862-4023,
Kinser,

Okinawa - Sony h

tures: gocagies @)
call 6372758,

Yokota - SONY

5 TV

Exolon condion e et
0 Bt buy. Wil

Lalor 1560 08 2273404

Courtney - | year old black
fomale Labrador. Registered. Al
shots are o
but wo already have a puppy
and my wie is about to delver
aur frs baby, so s oo mueh

0. Interesied?
G 5222275 amptne: S

Vary
Daytl Loves weryone Gai
6435363 after 4

Kadena - Free to

lease call 633- 6996

Kadena - free 1o good hom:
doberman and gorman shepard
pUppieS: 7 wks., very cute, and
Gy 2ot place cal 5354021

email
Sl\vevyslalguzew@yahou com

Jewelry 610 |&

Kadena, Okawa - DIAWOND
WEDDING SET size 4.5-

seen n person. 633-8133
or shelmil @yahoo com

Kadena, Okinawa - Double Row

Shellmil @yahoo.com

Merchandise
Wanted

KADENA- FTGH two female
ats; need a home ASAP: bol

are spayed and up to date on
inl i, wo wil PAY you to

s |snpam\y5297f7)hulm:ﬂ com

Kadena

Kizzie's puppies need
& good hom

el Rottieler pup

i
inuiries please.

Kadena Oknava - 2 O

Ony " serious.

| ey or

H
' | jenna164@yanoo.com

| Photography 830
n B

Pet Accessories 822

Sewing/Alterations 934

Kadena, Okinawa -

Swmng Goods 980

Kadena, Okinawa - Smm Scuba
Pro wétsuil MedReg. $100.
body  Glove ' 32mm " shorly
MediReg $40. Contact Bo at
bo ewertz@hotmai.com or call
6336791 (evening)
(day) or 090-6865.4543 (cal)

Kadena, _ Okin
HOUSE. Bought a1 Karmg e | about a
nels brand new for S50. Cat

et 1 o ok s .

ne or_email

534 | o

Video 1020 1040

Iwakuni - Sony Triniton 21 inch
for §150 or Best offer. On

Sporting Goods 980 Miscellaneous

Zama Japan - Lacies gof s
AMF Complete set, new a
same as Zama Golf sh
§309. Check fhem ot an
75 Call 2637421 or
nail - Jimboz1234@ hotmal i

Miscellaneous 1040 _| -

Kinser, Okinawa - Lots of
Disney VHS movies, §3 each,
Call 6374351 or  email
mescubaioo @aclcom.

lov

o for detas

e o purs o
232,

Kadena, Okinawa - Brand

Toys 5

Coutnay. Okinawa - Peg P
RE GATOR Elec.

Kadena, Okinawa - Fish tank for Skates Youlh SZ
salel 28gallon terk wih al the
accossois noodod fo  reat

oo waer Ak nc

ith box Spiderman Sneakev o
2

H
manevalo yahoo.com for pic: | 2

Kadena, Okinawa - Jet-ski raler
for alt Wi hoi S soates
5 Boys' 20 inch | Mod mized and n oreat
16 s 20 bk, | Shape: Al SCai
15 o8 Cocton o, 35| 52 01 or G0 G 4300
futon bunk bed with mafiresses,

Zama - New Domolite DC 70 Ski
eagmer o ntomeds |\
o

Okinawa - Searching for a small
church

o JOHN DEERE GAT
ire Tmck 2300 (S85MEH) and
Kac a - FREE! P
ness, chhavgnab\c S0 | Ko e G T a0
Gall o have had i for about a year
090-6864-4980. Something s wrong i
| back whel but
Litle Tyke easy 0T siek come mm
Up. Stil has manual, E-mi
P magiloaoneymescom o
call Trey al 634-2768.

‘Asling $100. Conact Mare.ai
633:3276 i nterestad.

dena, Okinawa - FREE! Pro-

Kinser, Okinawa - 20-gallon fish

tank come wih heater, bubble

fiers and other accesso | F

Ties. All you need is the rocks | out
and the’ fish $50 obo. Call

37-4386  or|Q

tor, Okinava

95! unfinished birch TV stand,
$10: unfinished solid birch end

v lloyd.schultz@us. | Funal 10; E-machines | &
my i Compute win prier and sanc,
a““i $50. Call 227.9469.

nominations. _Email  us
Giatinet

Yokota - Over 100 videos, all

gigrals, o' coies” orly
0.00 for . Bearcat scanner

wih base frequencies, mu:

ama - HT50
Hpotiomance” sk poos Tor
soginnar to imarmadate sir | Sysem wifh games: ek
Siver win gy buckies oo | uter el hutch: OVD,
i 5 &t v | UHS movis, G Tupperware:

Aiugl Japan - V-Tech V-Smle

Kadena, Okinawa King
$75.Call Michelle al 6464725, Lo

cobra 380 SS driver. amuuy

blue shalt winn vi7 grip, gre

shape $175 OB Have petire | -r

regded Call 635:3280 o
Rewyork oasis madiatinet.

Kadena, Okinawa - Litle Ties

Show mo 1D card 1o by $40.00.

‘man chudren clnlhes much. more.
or | Call2zr-2 042:5526669.

Soms 3 i
ssH or 3105, 263 7352 or loyd.
chultz @ us army.

Atsugi - JP phone line for sel,
had 6 months $350. JP Queen
matress liko now $50. Hoator,
fan syl

Standard Issue
Meets A

ster, Okinawa - Olympus
2155 s Fonm camort 10X
opteal zoom ang Inage siail
zoon,” over 560, Hegs

Emancarcs, case, batistes &

Kadena, Okinawa - Weider 8510
Home Gym, Pro Fiiness reflex
step Elyplical rainer, Only us

2 couple of times- $150.
(obo) "Also We
Weights-$60.00 (0bo) Have ba-

newyork@ oasis mediattn
na, Okinawa. Trioycle,

Kadt i
Some s, Works el 3500
Call Miranda 633-717:

Sporting Goods 980

oha el 0
meyers @oasis mediat net o
call 545 4277,

foom!
im1B0ayansecom,* ‘of
956.9703.. Dan or Selena.

Kadona, Okinawa - JVC G

h | Kadena, Okinawa - Arlne ticket

00 the ay and need tomake | o

Air Travel 1006 New Standard

08050622540 or

Ut Mines. Unhod Sxpraser estripes.osd.mil
T A e o p——————

st Tk i b | o o o s $130 S0
i 5524 10062100

Nomday' hrough - Frdey o1

STARNSTRIPES

X3 digtal camera 35 mega

el AND “C" GV-SP30 | pougi, tapan

o prnr - P vy o | 45 8indi Ran

S §‘“gﬁfnf°‘n"m?°(2u‘§§ Sal A%

el Beugi now onos. Wi e 26

vel. s, Wil sl | 35070 or 2643226
ney. Ok

Golt Glubs | Kinser, Okinawa - 160 Ib weight
560 OBO

. | Jobs Offered
|

12002100 woekends or E-mall

r Hometown Newips

630

8330557 or 090.6762-8731
- Cmsswa\k BT B Troms.

- Has salely key an
ncinos, i is" 7 o ok | Yotota
asking §250.00. Cal 622-8330.

White Beach, Okinawa - Brand
New Sony DSC-F823 Digital
xels,

Are you interesied in supporting

amora; § Wega o | 2010 22500, Call A 890, dtion.

memories stck, (512 PRO and | Foser Okinav - PSE Carera oot sonion, $100 0BO. Call

255) Brushed Auminum tam- i excellont

e "0 o ons Unce | CEnn: ca o more o

668 st Fust <200 s | 57 ogh ;| yoleta - Got _ ping prver Si3
or ke ier Call Adam 3 | G807 o emai Jshua S LT

Sino8s ' email| Bowlin @ Kadena at.mil or | & Fidh Launch wil st Fulke:

Swoop1156@gmall.com Tor pie- aft. Newusa

bowiint @konnect nat
poul $720. 227-4886

mhl«u y hMm 1ol Jum‘

0 iﬂﬂ oul il?

—_— Sscoaryonoimaicon o ca| Tax Assistance 0
movie LA na, Okinawia -
i 15 et | A0 Pl o :
Keed ¥ 5k et Al e | | Crystal Point A :
1)@ oasis mediatt.net Do your own taxes online

Musical Instruments 740 Kadona Okmaw:—AgeAmsncav‘ Noeoftwammfll)u o install

ull pupples. 27w ware to instal

ook

Sy MOA, Sunburs Qrange v.\emmz Day. They aro fogis. State and Federal plus efile and direct deposit....Only $32.99
te Gutar Wiut Case it | 10 e GeSats or CrystalPointAccountancy.com
(sz«ondmen and qre‘al shmmd ‘omail ki T T

ginsdb@mebbuter-usme.mi
call 55085550652 anyimo K

W
' Stars und Stripes, @ first amendment' newspaper, is-the
pinnacle of a military’s career. A tour with us can help you
move up in your military career and prepare you for your

Kadena -
one white & ona bub for sale
40,00 with cage and accesso
ties. 6331372

Outdoor Living 775

Fostr, Okinawa - Sep 2 Piric

“Tablo, has been

but i groai ¢ mndmon’ saa CaH

o & asis moiati 01

oster,

Iooing fo ek o be weed o

landscaping. They don' noed fo
lact, just Using them to

caba flovetbed, Contec Luca

at o

Kadena, Okinawa - FENCE
LE: Gof

imorgan @yahbo com

Okinawa - Purebred_buldog

puppes for sale. About two
Fomale 52,000,

el 52506 08086752776

Yokota - pat baby ballPyien
snake: about 2028ms. long
Comes vith gass tak cege I,
waler

Rt pad, Hearing supples. and
plastic ' tree.

£200.00/0.5.0. 227-4600.

Pet Accessories 822

Atsugi, Japan - Aquariur
20.galon TN tank win wex
Stand and accessores includes

ol hydvar. S10008 | S B s ks

B R 58 B otk

Jtwysong@yahoo. dena, Okinawa - 29gal com-
B

PCS Sale T8 | Le y ot
B TS

Koo, Oknana — PCS. Sl

enne 164 8yanan dom

Kadena, Okinawa - 30-gallon

A
smo R SR P

Jobs Offered 630

ManTech

Defense Systems Group

ManTech Defense Systems Group is looking for qualified
personnel to fill the following positions:

Administrative support 1 year contract for Pear Harbor.
Must have a current security clearance. No relocations for
these positions.

Send resume to:
SandraH@mantech-hawaii.com
ManTech is an EO/AA employer, M/F/D/V urged to apply.

career after the military. Contact your detailer for information
on how you can be a part of the military’s best news
provider or email Lt Col Todd at toddd@pstripes.osd.mil
Stars and Stripes is a DOD field activity of the Office of
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs.

Tokyo  (Immediate Vacancy)
Germany (Immediate Vacancy)

Tokyo  (immediate Vacancy)
Tokyo  Photo Journalist (SEP 05)

JP/GE  (Future billet available soon)
P/GE  [Future billet available soon)

Reservists:
All branches S&S bureaus (Immediate Vacancy)
Civilian Opportunities
http://www.stripes.com/jobs.html

Your Hometown Newspaper

STARSWSTRIPES

wwwstripes.com
T T

Sel
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ON GUIDE

STRIPES RELOCATI

« Fort Carson
Peterson AFB

BUYER'S AGENT!

I work for you, not the seller.

You dream it, I'll find it!

new builds/existing homes/VA repos‘:

Mark Stampee SFC, USA (Ret.)
century2lhomes@hotmail.com
1-800-727-6181 or call (7193

www.AugustaMortgageSolutions.com
www.AugustaHomeBuyers.com

30 min. Homes, Horse

commute! construction.

FT. BRAGG
POPE AFB

Live in the

“Golf Capilal”

Pinehurst, Southern Pines NC
Check out www.moorenc.com
Jim Murray, rayplumas@nc.rr.com
800-528-5742 USA
Moore Co. Real Estate Brokers

\
FORT GORDON

GEORGIA (Or anywhere in the US)

EXCLUSIVE

I’} | Buyers Agent!
Augusta Home Buyer's
Connection
B sce our website for homes, loan

information, important area links
E-mail: broker@AugustaHomeBuyers.com|
Call: 888-253-2707

FORT JACKSON, SC

Web Site: www.fortjacksonrelo.com
E-mail: duker@fortjacksonrelo.com
Call Bob Duker, USA, Ret.
Write: Miltary Relocation Team
7001 St. Andrews Rd. PMB 102+ Columbia, SC 29212
Relocation Package
40 Page Home Buyers Guide * VA Preapproval
@ Germany Toll Free Anytime /RItS
(0800-225-5288) — 800-447-3536 s

[
Fort

Sales and Rentals « FREE Relocation Packets

|
First Community Mortgage
Tammy Thornhill

cAL VS Mike or Denise Zehr

"Years of Texas Friendly Service"

Toll Free: 0800-826-4620

Assistant Vice President
Tammy.thomnhill@1stnb.com
Tel. 254.542.5100
Toll Free. 01.308.18786

1-254-547-2019

506 Town Square Shopping Center
Copperas Cove, Texas 76522

FIRST
jcommuniy
MORTGAGE

Coronial

www.zehrrealesi‘:ateteam.com . zeh‘rteam@earthlink.qet H

STER

i

lualy: | 678 78158
Netherlands: 0800 229 143

PCS-ing to WASHINGTON DC or Northern VIRGINIA?
@ Pentagon, Andrews, Ft. Belvoir, or Anywhere!
Call for a FREE, comprehensive
Home Buyer’s Relocation Package:
Maps, Loan Preapproval Information, School Profiles
Ask for Becky Berning: 703-913-7880

www.MyMilitaryHomeFinder.com
e-mail: BECKY@longandfoster.com

Call Toll Free:
UK: 0800 96 8801
Belgium: 0800 713 77

Germany: 0800 181 6459
USA: 800 628 6781

Fort Bragg & Pope AFB

wiw.fayettevilleopenhouse.com
1000’ of Homes for Sale
1000’s of Homes for Rent
100 of Pictorial Tours

FREE Real Estate Magazine

MOVING TO HAMPTON ROADS VA?
Langley AFB * Norfolk Naval Base
Yorktown * Norfolk % Hampton
Newport News * Williamsburg * Suffolk

Barbara and Ken Kerwin
Abbitt Realty
1-800-721-5229
Us@2Kerwin.com
www.2Kerwin.com
www.WeSell[HamptonRoads.com

Ft. Stewart & Hunter

SALES and RENTALS
Toll Free: 1-800-476-3680
www.fortstewart.com

Coldwell Banker Holtzman, Realtors
Email:
730 General Stewart Way * Hinesville, GA 31313

coLDWeELL
BANKER O

Denver-Aurora
Colorado Springs

Parker, Castle Rock, Monument, Larkspur

Colorado PCS Realty
FREE relocation kit,home sales & VA loan
information. Check our web site for FREE,
temporary, furnished lodging available to
our home buying customers.

Phil McMullen Broker-owner
loradoPCS@aol.com

Em:
USA 1-800-274-0578
www.coloradopcs.com

STANDARD ISSUE
MEETS A NEW STANDARD

STARSy&STRIPES.

Your Hometown Newspaper

Wherever You Go, We Go

estripes.osd.mil

cbholtzman@clds.net

#1

bobgnova@erols.com
www.bobgrahamvarelo.com

| |
N hern VA, Quantico, D

Bob Graham'’s Militavy Buyers Program

tary Relocation Specialist

Free Relo Packet - Long and, Foster

See ou

FLORIDA
Coast to Coast

New \

*Loan Qualification
* Mortgage Service

www.TheEmetGroup.com

Our Real Estate and Mortgage Team Provides

* Personal Assistance Statewide

os

© Purchases, Refinancing, HELOC’s

info@TheEmetGroup.com
Toll Free 866-856-6318

Wialer & Susan Lamerton
Realtor"lLicensed Assistant

@
GLOBAL Mortgage

(o1}
2 Fort Lewis, WA (=

Testimonials
Govt Repas

Home Buyers Guide Homes for Sale VA Mortgages UNITS |
Fort Lewis Info
Why Buyer's Agent?

roRT LEwss o) I
ARRIVAL

Maps SCHOOL INFO
Contact Us | Suassimieos |

CALL 1-360-491-6500

[ ocauamen |

Fort Bragg/Pope AFB

Retired Air Force member is will-

ing to locate the right house for
you and your family in the
Fayetteville area. Contact me for
referrals to other areas.
MarkJohnson@remax.net

§ Direct : (910)391-5804

| |
Pentagon
CHARNEL

Watch the new
Pentagon Channel ...
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Cash Back
To Buyers

pesingto FORT HOOD
Ft. Bragg, Ft. Campbell, Ft. Stewart, Ft. Lewis, Ft. Knox...?
= FREE RELOCATION INFORMATION
] .
= Call Chris Roussel

TMRC
Coldwell Banker United, Realtors
2705-E Highway 190, Copperas Cove, TX 76522

106 - E-Mail:

ights
n Hotel

e

Call Toll Free:
FREE

Log On and Pre-Qualify for FREE!

Avaloan.com is a serv

1-800-947-8153 o National Bank

ch

Pre-qually with National Bank Mortgage - Toll Free:
Lee Huffner - FDIC/Equal Housing Lender

[
COLORADO
Ft. Carson-NORAD-Air Force Academy-Peterson er AFB

NEW BUILT or RESALE? » FIRST TIME HOME BUYER?
RELOCATION PACKAGE FOR HOME BUYERS
*CHECK OUT OUR BIG $$8 SPECIAL!"

RETRAMAEBICH o pwiGHT HOWARD

RE/MAX PARTNERS, Inc. "= Branch Manager

PetrataebichoREMAX.net i RBC MORTGAGE
www.PetraHaebich.com

We’ll get you Pre-Approved BEFORE you move!

0-182-4032

Professional Service - Personal Touch
| |

Ft Jackson x Shaw AFB % Charleston AFB
Beaufort MCAS % Parris Island * Naval Hosp
HOME BUYER REPRESENTATION SPECIALISTS
Buyers: “We work to get you the best price & terms”

“One stop shopping™--We handle it all
Loan Approval * Negotiations  Inspections * Insurance ¢ Closing
Call George: 1-800-310-5112 weekends are OK or

georg com or www.
Ask for: Relocation Pkg, info on Schools, Area & Jobs
Home Buyer Representation Realty, Inc. NO FEES!

| |
NORTHERN VIRGINIA

* Pentagon * Ft. Belvoir * Quantico

Let Me Be Your Sponsor

PCSing to the D.C. metropolitan area?
1 can find your home in Northern Virginia.

com

+ Unique Cash Back Program to home buyers.

* Military Relocation Specialist. I understand the
challenges of the military family. I've relocated nine
times, including overseas, as a 15 year Army spouse.

* Mortgages available through Sandhills Bank.
Shawn Yurkanin (703) 547-1100

« Information on schools and local communities available.

* Free Relocation Packet.

Samson

A R(?alrg.

iy,
‘ =

Contact Me
TODAY!

Carolyn Capaloo |
www.justdreal.com
email: info@just4real.com
(703)477-6022

—Pentagon
CHANNEL

Watch the new
Pentagon Channel ...

the Way the Military Moves~
2

MEMBER FDIC

. omu
D

MILITARY LOANS

\Z 4
i click here! & WWW.yesomni.com
penbale S
|

www.coldwellbanker.com

* New Home Construction

* Serving Deridder and Leesville

* Free Relocation Information

Contact Me Today!

g%l."p El-é. Wayne Hall
Broker/Owner
wayneohall@yahoo.com
(337) 463-9994

bl

KeR

Wayne Hall Real Estate
800-877-0677

oy for bhe zafices you're mads bosep s sals & Fee

For the Best professional Real Estate Services
in Northern Virginia calk
The Kitty Bernard Team
(703) 707-2084

Washington, D. C. Area
& Northern Virginia
Free 200 Page Book

“How to Buy Your Home,
Without Getting Ripped O

A

"y

Area Maps, Newspapers
Over 50,000 Homes for sale

www.TerrySeaman.Com

Terry Seaman Realty 1-800-708-9969

800.270.8565
WWW.CATHOLICHOMEIOAN.COM

Fort'Benning Bound?,

*
* K Five Star Service * %
With the Buyer's Resource Team

Steve Freeman

Eur

REALES?AT

100% VA Loans Pr

706-322-1800 or Toll Free 1-888-399-RELO

ASSISTING MILITRRY FAMILIES
Nationwide Lender.
Lowest Rates. Guaranteed.

CATHOLIC

HOME LOAN

PCSing to Colorado Springs?
Call Christa Miranda
ffany Ades (Assistant)

A 26 year Military Family
moving Mountains to make
your Real Estate Dreams come true.
German Speaking.

rista.mirand:
heyenneMountainRealty.com

CALL GENE & ERIKA GUDENKAUF|
ToLL FREE FOR YOU:

0-800-181-6612
One Call Does Tt Gill)

Free Relocation Packets * VA Homes
Property R iew Homes

chool Reports
Loan Pre-Qualification and more!
By visiting us at;
www.area-home.com
or email us at

us a

egudenkau net
Teamwork that makes your dream work!

ﬁ. ot Gene & Erika Gudenkauf

GNP /RE/MAX Advantage +

d 1-888-470-7089
Agee

B0V o 05N e ey
o e Rkl Ky 40160
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Australian

4, amT
N SSingles
m« Tadlo OKlnawa, Korea, 1 am.NBA: Tor-
onfo ai Charlote.
Arsports,
i

9 a.m.-NBA: Cleveland at New

Atlantic, 9:30 am.Boxing: Rodncy
sones A" fReld forJones” NAB

Super-weiterweight ti
Fi-Sports, 11530 aum: Tenn
Open, women's singles chamy
say Davenport vs. Serena William:
30 a.m.-NE

acra-

AFN-S 5 p.m.-Golf: PGA Bob Hope
classic, second round (did).
AFN-Spor ymTernis: Australian
pen, womers sinbles cha mpionship,
say Dayenport ys Serena itltams (A1),
FN-Sports, m.NBA: Cleveland at
New York (did).

Sunday
ARN. 1 am.College basketball:
ESPN CuHe e szel}a
AFN- l% o\lege basketball:

College basket-
ball; South Carofina at Horida.
AR Atlanic, 3:30 am Collége basketball
North Carolina State at Cle
30 am. College basketball:
Kentucky at Arkansas.
CAllantic, ¢ a;m-cmleue basketball:

ARt
Miami Fla. at %
am.Collede basketbal:Ind-

ang at ey (lomcd in progre:
515 a.m. Clege basketballs Syr-
acusea Pmsb

02:m-College basket-
ball: ESPN Col\efe Eamabay scordboard
AEN-Sports, 11 a.m.-Extreme games: Win-
ter X Games X
APN-Pacific/Korea, 11 am.-College basket-

ball: Texas af Kansas.
AEN-S| ollege  basketball:
AFN-Sports, 5 p.m..Golf: PGA Bob Hope

Portland at Gonzaga.

Classic third rou d (i),
AEN-Atlantic, 9 p.m.-Exireme games: Win-
o Gamee |

AR
Sports, 9 p.m-College football: Senior

sow! (018
Times listed are_Japan and Korea, Stan-
dard Time hour ahead; Sin-

9 are one hour behind.
Subject to change without notice.
e ndicaies ane-deiayed telecst

Pro football

Playoffs
Wlld-cald Playoffs

Jan.8
Stouis 21, e
Jets 20/ San Diego 17, T
Indianapolis 43, benver 2¢
Minnesota 31, émcn nBay 17
visional Playofts

o irday, Jan, 1
Pitsburgh 20.N.Y. et 517 o
Atlanta 47, St, Loui

Sinday. Jan. 1,

25 Utah (17-3) did not play. Next: at
Brigham Young, Monday.

Wednesday’s men’s scores

‘Adelphi 66, Mercy, N.
Albright 67, Susg v
Bethany, WVa. 86, Way
BoSton Kollage 78 Browasncers
Boston U. 75, New Hampshire 63
rdgeport o Molloy

R e e e 50
Exthalie 5 ansnu% 05
esleyan i

s 60,
Bliors 8o Inamnpe. pa8l

Fordham 54, Temple’

frankin & arshall sa Johns Hopkins 59
Grove City 65, T

Haverford 84, fimore 70
Juniata 75, Lébanon Valley 72
himan 83, Me

Lehman 83, Medgar Evers 62
Mansiieid 104 Bloomsburg'es
Massachusetts 82, St. Bonaventure 78, 20T
Milesule 76 Pit Johnsionn 1o

Arcadia
MormeorA N G Francis, NY 73
Nount st Vincent 95‘ St. Joseph's, NY 94

Noriheastars 6. Si3ny Brook 56

apo 89,

Richard Stackton 105, College of N.J 57, O
Richmond 78, La sallé 71

Rowan o1, Rutgers-Camden

o1 beimwars Vailey 61
Shippensburg 71, Lock Haven 61

Slippery Rock 66, Clarion 60
St. Mary's, Md. 75, Gou
s

Westmmsier B2 Hb-Washington & Jefer-

WilkanFagerson 1> Montclair st.63
York, Pa. 78, Gallaudet

Alabama 60, Auburn 55

Charlotte 94, TCU 87

Christopher Newport 60, Averett 51
Clayton St. 63, Armstrong Atlantic 59

Coppin St. 78, Md.-Eastern Shore 55
Davidson
East Carolina 60, Saint Louis 53

Lo
Emory & Henry 71 Washingion & Lee 56
Flagler 82, Embry Riddle

Florida St 70, .

George Masan 04 Ho Sish

o
ey 65 Guttord 78
e

Jacksonuill o‘su n 58
mes Va. Commonwealth 58
csaw 73 Gcor%ﬂa College 56

ile 55, Nayau ette 52
Mary\ana 75, Duke
Miami 69, Clemson
gton sz Drexelsz ot
élavare 63

65, I.ynchburg 58
noanekexn 3 Mennon e7s
CI ida Tech 5

Upsta
Srarma
Shenan:
South C:
SEaIdm
eo

W
rrum 71, &

rolina 66, Vanderbilt 63

65, Berca 43

o Flonda Southern 65

Willam & ety 3. Towson 65
MiDWEST

doah ok

Nebraska 7, Texas AuM 67

Rockford 84, Dominican, I, 45
§indiana sé Oaland ity

SW s .
Johns, inr, 5, St. Ol
sn Mary's, Minn. 61
t. Thomas, Minn. 69,
S8 Xaver T o Frarcle 68
Transyvani Sl 73
ercy 62

Fran
Viterbo 6, Mou
h 72, Ohi

Washbum 76 pmsbur N1

Vab

Wichita St. 76, Dral
Willam Penn 4, rramscan 72

m 48
Aunghnny 57
Viright St 72 il Chicago 61

WEST
Henderson st 75 Arkansas Baptist 66
Lamar 9 Nicholls St 74

AéM -Corpus Christi 66, Texas-Pan

ey Arl\wmn 62, stepnen F.Austin 55
Tulane 63, Houston

Colorado 64, Mlssmm 52
Women’s Top 25 fared

L. buke (182) AT Next: vs. No. 20
Matyland, Thrsda
U i mot play. Nexts vs. Auburn,

dday
3 Ghio state {19:) i not play. Next at
wisconsin Thurs
Stanford. (17 z) i not play. Next: at
Washmgmn Thurs
S Tannestee (13-3) id not play. Next: at
squth Carolina. Thursday.
me (17-3) beat st. John's 72-65.
o3 Somnecticet sundsy
{143 beat Texas Rim 7452,
ext: af O 2 State, Saturday.
o5, Rtgers m o) beat No. 14 Boston Col-
T s, Wiest Viginia, sunday.
X Cunnechcm ¥ %)
89:53. Nex

ittsburgh
o, o Bame, sy
10, anesm 53) U ot piay. Next:
No. 22 Penn Yy,
te {i-9) beat purdue

e Wsour 75.45.

: at Texas
% Boston College (14 )Y st to No. 8 Rut-
< 71260, Next: va. Pittsburan, Saturdays

eat Oklahoma 83-71, OT.

 Kansas State (15-3) did not play. Next:
at Colorado, Saturday.
P wl (15-3) did not play. Next: vs.

5, lowa State (15-2)did not play. Next: at

z.5,

<

Oklahoma, Saturday:
5. Georgia (15-5) did not play. Next: vs.
Florida, Yhursdae«
o0, Marviand (13-4 did not play. Next: at
Ng,1 DUk, Thursday
.r\om#‘ stadte( 8-2) did not play. Next:
;pern state <1yz 2:) did not play. Next: at
Northwestern, Th

P arerDit 1558y did not play. Next: at
ky, Thur

Thomas Aquinas 67, Queens Coll. 55
A
Stevens Tech 60, Man!

Washington & Jefferson 65, Westminster,

2,
est chester 78 Kutztoun 68
ia 81, Syracuse 50
]
e S A ——
York, Pa. 80, Gallaudet 59
SouTH

Christopher Newport 72, Aver

Clayion st.0, Atmatrong Atlantic 67
Coppin St 77 M. Eastern Shore 51
Forrum 85, Senandoah 8

Florida Southerr o

Georgia College 80 Kennesaw 60
Georgia Tech 53, Clemson 48
Longwood 57,

lo
Marshal 76 Cent. Michigan
Moy R ington T8 MSmunt, Va. 68
N.CoAsheville 55, Radiford 57
Newberry 64, Lenair-Rhyne 60
N . Columbus St. 58
bresbyterian 1 72, Tusculym'sS
Horl

pstite a6 Frani Marion 60
Webber 47, savannah Arta2
Wingate 86, Catawba 79, 20T
Alron 49, Miami (Ohio)

‘Albion 73,
Baldin-wailace 10, John Garoliso

Ball St. 719, W. Michigan
Bathal tinn. 14,5t Eatherine 55
‘64, Alma 52

ine
Rissouri st. 72
Concorra: Moor. 76, Gustay us 62
Concordia, Neb. 71, idland s
Cornerstone 65, Adui

Bakota Weslynod, Brlar it a7

Denison 60,
£ Michig Minois 53
Emporia st, 0, Missour! Wester 70

larke 55

Ferris St. 89, Northwood, Mich. 64

Franciscan 6L, William Penn 46

Hanover 0, Nount St Joseph 67
fasti

is.-Green B:
Arkansas St. 87, Texas A&M-Corpus Christi

Baylor 74, Texas A&M 52
Henderson St. 100, Arkansas Baptist 47
Texas &, Okldhoma 71, OF
Toxas Tach 15, Missouri 4
Texas- Arlmgton 65, Ste&h‘_en F.Austin 63

Arizona 56, Arizean
S e amento st. o5

Philadelphia 27, Minnesota 1 Py
Ncwfﬂg‘am" ‘"“‘a”a"""” Ships AbionTs Kalamagoos o rgcemgg?\ (153 did not play. Next vs.
n ind. 83, r
philadelphia 257"'!;{?"‘“" = Ao i aierester o 25, Caloiina State {is- 4 did not
Rew Endiand 41, Pitteburch 27 Aurora 73, Eened.cmem D13y NOE Mo T Bure. Sunday.
s,, o B,ﬁ, Baldwin-Wallace 93, John Carroll 81
Sowing Craen Ty, ot Michgan 13 Wednesday’s women’s scores
ek ;.m Calvin 90, Tri-State 82 Quinta, Cal
Phiadelphia V. NewEngland Capital 8, Heidelberg 69 EAST irse: $4.7 million
bro B Carleton 70, Hamiine 64 Adelohi o6, Mercy, NY. 72 t (Paimer Coursely 6930 yards
Sunday, Feb. 13 90 68 bany, N.Y. 64, Hartford 56 \marisk Country ‘Club; 7,003 ya
‘At Honolul r 86, NW Wissouri t.78 AHeghen 73, Vigoster 9 La Quinta Country uuwism%z
AFC vs. NFC 78 ethany, aynesburg 73 Bermuda Dunes Country Ek— s
s,A uinas 84 BgRATItON & Vermant o4 Par for all four courses; 73
y 65 Soston U. o7, N Hamgsmresz
Coll basketbal 'S5, Btiar Cliff 53 Bridgeport 81, Moll Robert Damron
ollege basketba fon 74 Clarionst, snp&rg Ted Purd
1in 56 Gollege o .cnam S(ock(on 59 Duffy Waldorf
3 : Missour western 69 ncord . Wes Joe Ggilvie
Men’s Top 25 fared orthvid Mich. connecucuxss, Wit 4
v AT . el =t
ncordia, Moor. ic mson ettysbur X E
1. Hingis 20:0)id ot play. Next: vs. Min- fount St. Joseph 71 e 75, Thiel 50 stin Rose - 32765 -
"950'31(55("' . . Nasm 580, nanase Hunter7 Brooklyn 51 Neal Lancaster 3265 -
2,Duke (15-1) [0t to Maryland 75-66. Next: Indians, b2 2. Ednboro 45 Nick Watney 3365
 raima Tecn, Sunday. Hlmms wcs\eyansz Millkin 66 Kea phil Mickelson 3266 -
. North Carolina (16-2) did not play. Next: cliana Tech 160, Wadonna 75 ngsPomUS ¥ Maritime 30 Justin Leonard 3366
atVirginia Salurday, Kansas S St.51 Kings, Pa. 63, FOU. i Imad 3266 -
20 2 Q0.1 did not play. Next: atNo. take\‘ang 3‘ Mar\a%.v s.60 o Leganen%al"f‘eyga Juniata 70 peter Jacobsen 31
oyola of Chicago 71, Youngstown ehman 73, Medgar Evers o6 Durant —66 -
N k”gﬂ eStUhﬁ 2) did not play. Next: at lac Murrz Stminster, Mo. 1 Miaine 62, UMESC i Rob Rashell 3566 -
Georgia Tech, Thursd: " mi o ichigan Jason Allred 3766 -
& Kansas s D dld ot play. Next: vs. o waukee En% eering 64, Edgewood 58 Skip kendall 34—67 -
16 Texas, Saturday, innesata 10, Indiank n Palmer 3367 -
\oiKenticy (158 didnotplay. Next: acar-— Nissodr Aol Lemte £0m
@risas, Satur it 358
Bson CnHege (17-0) beat Providence  MoUNNOSICS B %{,ﬁ",,ga,t,w krmidh
Mount Union Bill H 3267
Gesrgetonnsatrday L Mg & Peter a8y
Nexl atﬂmmgdo e iy, lid not play. N. Dakota St. Seton Hall 63, Georgetown 4 H_amsgn Erazar 333467 -
GLCPlOTado PSRN, | ot play. Next: N 10Wa 69, Indiana St. 61 Shippensburg 52, Lock Haven 42 Hidemichi Tanaka 3730-67
atNo. 11 Avizon, Thorsday:
e (e dd r(\’nt play. Next: s
/ashington, Thursday
AR TANK MICNAMARA
Next: at Tulane, Saturday.
ok OKlahome (i6- did not play. Next at
0w State, Saturday,
16 Aabama (165 beat Aubum 6055, [/ THE COMMISSINER WhNT 0 THE LEAGUE WILL BE BILLING FOX
Next: vs. Georgia, Satur REMING Ef oF EXPO-

rday.
5. Michigan State (12:3) did not play.
Next: vs. Michigan, Thursday.
16, Texas (15:4) did not play. Next: at No.6
Kansas, Saturday,
11 Gongaga (f4-4) ad not pay. Next: vs.
Portiand, Saturda ‘y
T8O C3-0)did not play. Next: at
Penn State, Satur
" Sonnecticut (12-6) did not play. Next:
otre Dame, Sunday.
20, Pittsburgh (13-3) did not play. Next: vs.
NG yracuse, saturday.
21, Cincinnati (15-3) did not play. Next: at
south Florida, Tureday,
orgia Tech (11:5) did not play. Next:
Nio: S Wake Forest, TRursgay:
33, lowa 16-) ost to Northwestern 75-74.
s Indiana, Saturday.
ss\ssgpl Siale (T6-4) did not play.
Next: at LS

Nou THAT IF You GuYs WIN
o0 MosT WEAR

LI
82 A dlocoo P FR
WITH KO LOGO AT ALL

Pal 30—

e
Fredrik Jacobson
Barlow

=
5

3»“-;, Fr2ax3aZes;
i

Steve Elkmgton
i

Bernhard Langer

Frank Lickliter Il

Cameron Beckman

Chris Smith
Bavis Love 1

Aneanes

Wednesday’s transactions

erican League

eed
with OF Bantell MeDORaId oh a mincr sagu
contract. Named Jason Lee Pacific rim
scout.

SEATTLE MARINERS—Agreed to terms
with INF Yuniesky Betancourt on a four-year
contract. Designated RHP Aaron Looper for
assign

AMPA BAY DEVIL RAYS—Agreed to terms
with RHP Doug Wacchter, LHP Scott Kazmir
and, LHP Chiis Seddon on one-year co
racts.

Wi, % 18_Doug
M\entk\ewvcz ‘from Boston for 18 lan Blader-

Jational Basketbal Association
ha —Sianed F Qyntel Woods.
Vet Jerome Beasley pfaced G-F Wes:
o Persnn on the njired st
Vated ¢ Jarron Colling

am
Hu Reron e e 1o AL ated & Sevd
akerom the miyed 56

National Football League
g

DALLAS COWBOYS=Signed KR Woodrow
antzler

DETROIT LIONS—Named Ted Tollner offen-
sive coordinator.

rena Football League
CHICAGO RUSH—Recalled OL-DL D.J. Blei-
sath from waivers,
1, COLORADO CRUSH~Re-signed 05 Darmian
arrel
COLUMBUS DESTROYERS—Waived OL-DL
Tyronn Johnson. Released WR-LB Sir Mawn

ison
GLADIATORS —Re-: Smned
oL Bl Thadgeus sullard @
L0S ANGELES AVENGERS—
Remy. Hamton WALS Greg Ho Hopkms, o
Jopnaleo and OLDL e
FELE Casey

TS —Placed
ity

V00DOO—Re-signed OL-DL
\GONS—Claimed FB-LB

off waivers from San Jose.
—Re-signed - WR-LB

John Hilliard.
Jamaal chery
DAt EAnGers.

CCER
Major £Sag
coLumpus SREWSSIihed T ouncan
‘Oughton to a multiyear comrac

NCAA—Placed Lincoln University (Mo) on
probatian for four years, Imited ifs ooiball
inancial aid, recruiting ant

sopted institutional 'omemures of conipe
rds in several sports for aflow-

SHident-athietes to participate

Igaoehsit mcnsbaskc(hal\ romen’s cross

country, vomen's track idand m

ol

FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL Named Danije-

—Announﬁen "‘ﬁ asnation of

steve Keenum, foot

MINNESOTA' STATE--Named Mike Ekeler
defensive coordinat

OLIVET— Ronsiated its wrestiing pro-

:

FORD-Named Tucker Waugh wide

receivers coach,

SYRACUSE- Named Jim salgado corner-
backs and secondary coach.
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of Russia shows

cchampion Maria

during her women’s singles semifinal match against Serena Williams in
the Australian Open. The American won the match 2-6, 7-5, 8-6.

BY DENNIS PASSA
The Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia
It’s not in the same league — yet
— of Billie Jean vs. Chris, Marti-
na vs. Steffi, or most recently, Ser-
ena vs. Venus.

But the recent rivalry in big
matches between Serena Will-
iams, 23, and 17-year-old Maria
Sharapova has the potential —
both players agree — to turn into
an enduring one.

“I think she is one of the best
competitors out there,” Sharapo-
va said Thursday after her 2-6,
7-5, 8-6 loss to Williams in an Aus-
tralian Open semifinal in which
Williams saved three match
points.

“She’s been in those situations
when she was down in the third
set, and out of nowhere she knows
how to turn it around. That comes
from experience, that comes
from her fighting spirit.”

Williams, who has six career
Grand Slam singles titles, won
the first match against Sharapova
at Miami in 2004. She then lost
both big ones — last year’s Wim-
bledon final and in the
son-ending WTA Championships.

“[ think it definitely lived up to
expectations,” Williams said of
Thursday’s match. “I definitely
think she has a fighting spirit and
I think that’s gotten her to where
she is today.”

She also feels that Sharapova,
who moved to Florida from Rus-
sia at age 9, considers her a role
model.

a:

&k think she [Serena
Williams] is one
of the best
competitors out
there. She’s been
in those
situations when
she was down in
the third set, and
out of nowhere
she knows how
to turn it around. ¥y

Maria Sharapova
Wimbledon champion

“I definitely think she’s proba-
bly looked at me as a reference
growing up, which is exciting,”
Williams said. “I never thought
T'd play someone that probably
looked up to me.”

The mutual admiration ended
there Thursday. Asked what Will-
iams had showed her during the
match, Sharapova replied, “Noth-
ing.”

And Williams reminded every-
one that, although she credited
Sharapova with having a fighting
spirit, “I'm still top fighter out
there.”

And in this corner ...

Sharapova, Serena Williams are showing signs
of developing into one of tennis’ storied rivalries

Sharapova could learn from
Williams’ comeback in the match.

Sharapova served for the
match at 5-4 in both the second
and third sets. She didn’t have a
match point in the second set, but
was a_point away from victory
three times in the thir

“In the second, I thought, ‘OK, I
could have won this set already,
why am I still out here? ” Will-
iams said. “In the third, I thought,
‘OK, I've been in this situation be-
fore, no problem.” ”

Williams had saved match
points and won three previous
matches — against Kim Clijsters
in the 2003 Australian Open semi-
final (in which she beat sister
Venus in the final), and twice
against Lindsay Davenport, her
opponent in Saturday’s final,

“Those are always the best
wins, when you're down match
point, because you realize that
you can’t give up,” she said.

Sharapova said she didn’t give
up either on Thursday.

“I gave it all T had. T played
from my heart” she said.
didn’t take my chances when 1
could. And that’s what this game
is all about. The match could have
gone any way, and she took her
chances and she played well
when she needed to. That’s the dif-
ference.”

The fourth-ranked Sharapova
was philosophical about the loss.

“This is not a sprint, it’s a mara-
thon,” Sharapova said, foreshad-
owing future big matches against
Williams and other top players.

“Of course I'm sad, and obvious-
ly it’s a tough one to lose. But I've
got a long way ahead of me.”

Safin dazzles in

BY PAUL ALEXANDER
The Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia —
Marat Safin ended top-ranked
Roger Federer’s 26-match win-
ning streak in a classic Austra-
lian Open semifinal, outlasting
the defending champion 5-7, 6-4,
5-7, 7-6 (8-6), 9-7 in a dazzling
4Y>-hour match.

Safin, seeded fourth and trying
to regain the No. 1 ranking he
held briefly after winning the
U.S. Open in 2000, saved one
match point in overcoming the
unusually jittery Federer, who
hadn’t dropped a set in five previ-
ous matches, including a quarter-
final domination of Andre Agassi.

Federer received treatment for
elbow and back pain in the fifth
set, then saved six match points
before Safin broke his serve with
a forehand into an open court as
Federer watched from his knees.

Safin, reaching the final at Mel-
bourne Park for the third time in
four years, next meets the winner
of Friday night's semifinal be-
tween second-ranked Andy Rod-
dick and No. 3 Lleyton Hewitt.

The women'’s final matches sev-
enth-seeded Serena Williams
against top-ranked Lindsay Dav-
enport. Williams fended off three

‘match points to avenge her Wim-
bledon final loss to No. 4 Maria
Sharapova 2-6, 7-5, 8-6, stretch-
ing her Australian Open winning
streak to 13 matches.

Davenport looked lethargic
after playing more than four
hours Wednesday, but rallied to
hold off No. 19 Nathalie Dechy of
France 2-6, 7-6 (7-5), 6-4.

Safin vs. Federer was pure
crowd-pleasing tennis between
two of the game’s most gifted
all-around players. Every point
was a struggle as they punished
weak shots and swapped stinging
groundstrokes and drop volleys.

“It’s like a brain fight against ...
Roger Federer,” Safin said. “T
think we played the best we could
and I couldn’t give any more than
that.”

Safin was exhausted going into
last year’s final — which he lost
to Federer — after six matches
that averaged three hours.

Demonstrating the skills that
took him to No. 1 after his only
Grand Slam title at Flushing
Meadows, he was much fresher
this time — and needed to be.

“I'm not playing against just a
simple player. He's No. 1 in the
world,” Safin said. It was his
birthday on Thursday, and he
planned a quiet celebration with

beating Federer

a glass of champagne when he
got back to his room in the early
hours of Friday morning.

“It was one of the toughest
matches of my life. I need time to
recover,” he said. “Five sets is a
kind of lottery. Anything can hap-
pen.”

While serving at 5-6, he mis-hit
a forehand, then sent a backhand
long to give Federer the first set.
Frustrated, the mercurial Rus-
sian tossed his racket high in the
air and missed the catch.

Federer then lost his first set of
the tournament, showing the first
real signs of tension in 11 days.
Serving at 1-1 in the second set,
he smacked an overhead wide,
then hit a backhand into the net
for the only service break. Safin
held serve the rest of the way.

Usually unflappable, Federer
committed an uncharacteristic
14 errors in the set to just five for
Safin. Clearly frustrated, Federer
shouted at himself after missing
opportunities and charged the
net more frequently than usual.

As in the first set, Federer
broke serve with Safin serving at
5-6 in the fourth. Safin smashed
his second racket of the tourna-
ment after one error, and sent a
forehand way long.

The last time they met in a tie-
breaker, Federer prevailed 20-18
in the Masters Cup. This time,
Safin trailed 5-2 before running
off the next three points. Federer
made a stunning drop shot from
the baseline to serve for the
match at 6-5. Safin then won the
next three points to force a decid-
ing fifth set.

Federer called in trainer Paul
Ness, who massaged his right
forearm and elbow. Three games
later, Ness returned to stretch out
Federer’s back as he lay on the
court.

Federer said he felt some pain
in his right arm, from the shoul-
der to his fingers.

“It's not an injury — it's just
something that was bothering
me,” he said.

Safin took a 4-2 lead in the de-
ciding set as Federer committed
his seventh double fault on break
point. Federer got back on serve
by saving two match points as
Safin served 5-3, then held to get
back on serve. Federer fended off
another match point in the next
game, another two while serving
at 6-7 and a sixth at 7-8 before
Safin finished it.

Davenport is healthy after a
bout of bronchitis just before the

Australian Open

Men
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tournament, which she won in
2000 for her last Grand Slam
title. But she was tight after a
2Y%:-hour quarterfinal victory Fri-
day that was followed by more
than 1% hours in doubles.

It showed. She finished with 48
winners and 52 enforced errors
— but only 11 in the final set as
she finally loosened up.

“It's been a long two days. T
woke up this morning, I just felt
pretty tight all over,” Davenport
said. “It wasn’t my greatest day
playing tennis — but T'll take it.”
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Limping LeBron lifts Cavaliers to victory

James sprains ankle
but returns to ensure
win for Cleveland

BY ToM WITHERS
The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — The legend of LeBron
James has a new chapter — complete with
atwist.

Shaking off a sprained left ankle, James
returned for the final minutes of the fourth
quarter to lead the Cleveland Cavaliers to a
114-111 victory Wednesday night over the
Memphis Grizzlies.

James finished with 27 points, a ca-
reer-high 15 assists and nine rebounds,
blocking out the pain over the closing 4:53
to make several big plays as the Cavaliers
held off the short-handed Grizzlies.

“I had to lead my team,” James said.
“My 80 percent can help us win. I can’t be
scared. I've got to be a soldier out there.”

James might play in Friday night’s road
game against the New York Knicks after
tests revealed no further damage to his
ankle.

The team said James underwent a de-
tailed medical exam in Cleveland on Thurs-
day. He will be re-evaluated on Friday in
New York and his status will be a
game-time decision.

When James came down on Dahntay
Jones’ foot and rolled his ankle with 9:33
left, more than 17,000 fans in Gund Arena

Cleveland’s LeBron James (23) is helped off the court by DeSagana Diop, left, and Scott
Williams after suffering a sprained left ankle during the fourth quarter Wednesday against
Memphis. Tests showed no further damage and James might play Friday against the Knicks.

‘went eerily silent and Cavaliers coach Paul
Silas feared the worst.

“You kmd of see your life flash before
your eyes,” Silas said. “I saw a whole
bunch of losses coming up.”

Instead, the determined James, who had
to be helped off the floor by teammates,
came back and made sure the first-place
Cavaliers didn’t blow a lead while improv-
ing to an Eastern Conference-best 15-4 at
home and 25-16 overall.

It looked as though James' night was
over with the Cavaliers up 95-85. After fall-

ing to the floor, play continued for another
10 seconds while James rolled around,
pounding his hand on the court before
slinging his protective face mask and head-
band away in disgust.

As he was helped off, James complained
to officials that he had been undercut by
Jones, who had earlier dunked over him on
a breakaway and talked trash to Cleve-
land’s star.

“I had nowhere to land,” said James,
who didn’t think Jones did it intentionally.

Jones wanted to make sure that James

was OK and visited him following the
game. The pair shook hands and spoke
briefly while James iced his sore ankle
near his corner locker.

“Me and him are friends before any-
thing,” Jones said.

James, who coincidentally sprained his
other ankle in Cleveland’s 41st game a
year ago, said he didn’t think the ankle was
badly hurt when he first went down. By the
time he left the floor, James said it felt well
enough to try and walk some.

“I got to the locker room, we retaped it
and T was ready to go,” he said. “I wasn’t
100 percent, but I was able to finish the
game.”

Drew Gooden scored 27 points — six dur-
ing the 4'> minutes when James was out —
and had 11 rebounds and Zydrunas llgaus-
kas added 22 points for the Cavaliers.

The Grizzlies, playing without injured
center Pau Gasol and forward James
Posey, were led by Mike Miller’s sea-
son-high 28 points.

“We came in here kind of short-handed,
and they were, too, S0 i’s not an excuse,”
Miller said. “They executed better down
the stretch. He [James] came back in and
made some plays.”

The Cavaliers, who were missing
super-sub Anderson Varejao, lost starter
Ira Newble in the first quarter with an
Achilles’ injury.

“Ira’s not doing well,” Silas said. “It real-
Iy flared up on him.”

Newble is expected to be out at least a
week.

The Cavaliers are looking to sign a veter-
an forward to a 10-day contract.

Clippers rout

rival Lakers

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The Los
Angeles Lakers and Los Ange-
les Clippers haven’t had much
of a rivalry over the years, be-
cause the Lakers have always
been the better team.

It was the Clippers who dom-
inated Wednesday night.

Elton Brand had 28 points
and 14 rebounds, Bobby Sim-
mons added 21 points, and the
Clippers led nearly all the way
in a 105-89 victory.

The Lakers had beaten the
Clippers five straight times, in-
cluding twice this season, and
in 28 of the past 31 games. The
Clippers have won only 20 of
98 games against the Lakers
since moving from San Diego
to Los Angeles before the
1984-85 season.

The teams now seem more
evenly matched than ever.

Chris Kaman had 14 points
and career-high totals of 16 re-
bounds and five blocked shots
in teaming with Brand to domi-
nate the inside.

The Clippers outrebounded
the Lakers 51-39.

“We just got manhandled on
the boards again,” said Lakers
coach Rudy Tomjanovich.

“I think they were really
ready for us because we had
won the previous two games,”
Tomjanovich ~ said. _ “They
came out after us and took it to
us. It was a pounding, and I'm
not really happy with our re-
sponse. Sometimes you've got
to take your lumps.”

Mediocre Celtics take Atlantic lead

The Associated Press

BOSTON — Strike up the
bland: The Boston Celtics are all
alone in first place in the NBA’s
Atlantic Division.

“If you win two in a row, you're
automatically in first place in the
Atlantic Division. It’s in the agree-
ment, you know,” coach Doc Riv-
ers said Wednesday night after
the Celtics beat the Indiana Pac-
ers 100-86. “Hell, you lose two in
arow and you can be in first place
in the Atlantic Division.”

The Celtics are leading the divi-
sion at two games below .500,
passing Philadelphia after the
76ers lost 117-107 to the Washing-
ton Wizards. The Celtics hadn’t
been in first this late in the season
since Larry Bird was playing.

That was at the end of the

1990-91 season, and the Celtics
were 56-26. These Celtics are
20-22.

“It’s good to be on top of the di-
vision, which puts us in the No. 3
seed” for the playoffs, said Paul
Pierce, who scored 23. “But even
though we're in first place, we're
not playing like a first-place
team.”

Raef LaFrentz had 12 points
with 11 rebounds, Gary Payton
had 10 points with nine assists
and Ricky Davis scored 18 as a re-
serve to spoil Stephen Jackson’s
return from a 30-game brawl sus-
pension.

Jackson scored 17 points in 38
minutes in his first game back
since the Nov. 19 melee against
Detroit, when Ron Artest went
into the stands seeking a fan who

threw a cup at him. Jackson fol-
lowed Artest into the crowd and
took several swings at fans.

Jermaine O’Neal scored 25 for
the Pacers.

Jackson hit the Pacers’ first bas-
ket of the night — a three-pointer
in the first two minutes — and
scored eight points in the first
quarter. But he went 0-for-6 from
three-point range in the next
three quarters.

“I felt like a kid. I'm back and
'm happy to be back,” he said. “I
was pumped, excited to be out
there. But as the game went on,
my shots fell shorter and shorter
from the rim. You have to be out
there to get in shape.”

Boston won its fourth consecu-
tive home game a night after end-
ing a nine-game road losing
streak.
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Pistons end skid
y routing Denver

The Associated Press

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. — As
ugly as it was, the Detroit Pistons
won a game they desperately
needed.

Ben Wallace had 14 points and
12 rebounds and reserve Antonio
McDyess scored 13 to help De-
troit end a season-high four-game
losing streak with an 87-70 victo-
ry over the Denver Nuggets on
Wednesday night.

This was important,” said
Chauncey Billups, who tied a sea-
son high with 10 assists. “We
needed to end
this slide and
get the bad
taste out of
our mouths.”

The Nug-
gets dropped
their third straight and are 4-10
since hiring interim coach Micha-
el Cooper, who was demoted to as-
sistant coach on Thursday when
the Nuggets hired George Karl.

The Pistons trailed only once,
in the opening minutes, and
McDyess helped them put Den-
ver away with eight straight
points from late in the third quar-
ter to early in the fourth.

Nuggets star Carmelo Anthony
scored a season-low five points on
2-for-13 shooting.

“Detroit has a great defensive
scheme,” he said. “They make
every basket hard.Anthony has
played twice at Detroit, which
drafted Darko Milicic over him,
and he would like to forget both
games. Last year, Anthony re-
fused to go back in the game in
the fourth quarter.

“Everybody makes mistakes
and that was one I made,” he said.
“It’s all about learning from your
mistakes, and I learned from that
one.”

NBA
roundup

Denver reserve Earl Boykins
scored 14 points, and Andre Mill-
er and Camby each scored 10.
Camby, who also had 14 re-
bounds, returned to the lineup
after missing a game with a
sprained left ankle.

Carlos Arroyo scored 12 off the
bench for the Pistons, Rasheed
Wallace had 11 points and 11 re-
bounds and Tayshaun Prince
scored 12. Richard Hamilton, who
missed the previous game with a
bruised right thigh, had 10 points.

It looked like a matchup of strug-
gling teams for much of the night.
Wide-open shots clanged off rims,
passes went through hands and ef-
fort was often lacking.

“Tt was an ugly ballgame,”
Camby sai

Heallll., Raptors 96: At Tor-
onto, Shaquille O’Neal had 33
points and 18 rebounds, and
Eddie Jones added 23 points.

Jones went 8-for-11 from the
field for the Heat, who have won
just six of their last 12. Dwyane
‘Wade had 16 points and 10 assists.
despite playing with a sore left
knee and ankle.

Wizards 117, 76ers 107: At
Washington, ~ Gilbert ~ Arenas
scored 33 points as the Wizards
won their fourth straight.

Juan Dixon scored 14 of his 22

AP

Detroit Pistons’ Ben Wallace (3)
drives on Denver Nuggets’ Fran-
cisco Elson in the second quarter
on Wednesday night.

points in the fourth quarter as the
Wizards closed with a 20-9 run to
win their eighth straight at home
and 11th of 13 since New Year’s
Day.

Suns 121, Bucks 115: Shawn
Marion scored 24 points, includ-
ing 17 in the first half, Amare
Stoudemire had 23, Steve Nash
21, Quentin Rwhardson 18 and
Joe Johnson 1’

Visiting Phoemx missed four
free throws in the final minute,
which allowed Milwaukee to cut
an eight-point deficit to 117-115.
But Nash sank two free throws
with 12.5 seconds left and Rich-
ardson did the same with 5.8 sec-
onds left.

Sprewell scored a season-high 32
points, including 22 in the third
quarter, in the Timberwolves’
fourth straight win. Wally Szczer-
biak added 18 points and Fred

oiberg scored 12. Minnesota
‘was without coach Flip Saunders,
who stayed home with the flu.

Rockets 82, Homets 77
Tracy McGrady scored 10 of his
33 points to help visiting Houston
overcome a 10-point fourth-quar-
ter deficit, and Scott Padgett’s
late three-pointer put the Rockets
ahead for good.
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At Salt Lake Clty Raul LOpeZ had
a career-high 11 assists and
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with 20 points, and Andrei Kir-
ilenko had 12 points and five
blocks in his third game back
since a knee injury.

Mavericks Blaze
88: At PorLland Dirk annzkl
had 24 points and 15 rebounds —
his sixth double-double in the last
eight games — as Dallas won for
the 11th time in 14 games.

Nets 113, Warriors 99: Brian
Scalabrine had a career-high 29
points and 10 rebounds in a rare
start, and Vince Carter had 17
points and nine assists in the visit-
ing Nets’ highest-scoring game of
the season.
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ETROIT — Prince 5-10 22 12, RWallac
lace 613 z-zuu Ham wltzog

00.To-

ta\s 34 78 151787,

zzuL-N
Detroit
Dheaboint Goals—Denver 03 Aaoy ins
0-1, Russell 0-1, D.Johnson 0-1, Buckner 0-
Detroit 4-9 (R.Waliace 2-2, Billups 2-5, Hami
fon 0-1 Hunter 0-1). Fouled bt None Re:
unds—Denver 47 (Camby 14), D
(S Wallace 1) Assists-Banwer 13 (White 3,
Detroit 24 (Biliups 10). Total Fouls—Denver
19, Detroit 18. Technicals—Denver coach
Cooper, RWallace: 3576, (3078

Suns 121, Bucks 115
PHOENIX — Marion 10-24 2-3 24, Rlchard-

117, Var
170018 Strickind 12002 ke
chulfa 4-5 5-6 13. Totals 44-9

30 31 32 28-121
aukee 31 26 25 33-115
ree-point Goals:-Phoenix 10-24 ®ich:

. Assi ix
ee 20 (James 5). Total
fouls- phoenix 20, Milwatkee 25 A~ 13541

jzuri
sh 17), Milwauke

Rockets 82, Hornets 77

HOUSTON — McGrady 13.27 433, Howard
0:2222 Ming e1302 12, Sur
oo 33 526, Siridiinnd
14 2:2 5 Bairy 10 44 6, Padgett 36 007,
Bowen 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 25-76 18-23 82.
, NEW ORLEANS - Nallon 21 11 17, Rogers
rown 7-14 3-3 17, Dicka u9l$22
23 25076 acobsan 23155 Anc
n 27 1125, Nachbar 0300 0. Totals 3274

“Houston 19 22 14 27-82

23 24 14-T7

Three-point  Goals—Housion 623
(McGrady 310, strickiand 1 Wesley 1

d 1-
Padgett 13 Sira 02 aarry 0-4), Ni
leans 5-12 (Dickau 3: h

it—None.

d
51 (ickau 10) Total Fouls -Hoston
Orleans 22. Technicals—Houston Defen:
Phree second. Shickiand, Rogers, Smith,
A=15249 (17,200).

Timberwolves 104, Hawks 87

ANTA — Harrington 7-17 3-4 17, Walker

I8 il 315, Coller 34006, J.Smith 3-6 4-58,
Lue-12 3513 Drobnjak 37 00 1, Andersor

L5753 Chidrese ass 6, belk 4

Hieris 010 0 Totais 3180 To31 &7

(ESOTA — Sprewell 12-18 3-3 32, Gar-
9 1117, Johnson 1:1 002 asséll 26
. Carter 216 0-0 4, Griffin 3 , H

5S35 Socrerblaka 1804 6 Hoibero
576.1755;” 2-50-04, Thomas 0-10-00.

saun-a

thee ot Goals— Anama o 13 (De\K 3 s,
robnjak 11, Lue 0-1, Harringt

5 Minncsota o 12 (Spr ol 4

3-4,Griffin 1.3, Cas

0.1 Szczerbial

ta 35 Acassel\ a) mal rnms—Aua

e Ranta befendive
Bressedont: Minacors Betenshve Thres
Second. A—15,423. (15,006).

Jazz 109, SuperSonics 100
— Lewis 4-15 4-2 6 lS. Evans 0-2 0-0

10-22 27, R: - l)—l) 0, nn‘\els
7-109-9 25, Collison 5-5 2-2 12, Fortson 0-14-4
4, Potapenko 0-0 0-C s 32-77 26-29 100.
ITAI rpring 6-12 5-6 17, Boozer 7-9
-0 14, Borchardt 0-1 0-0 0, Lopez 6- -6
Giricek 382710, Bell 16 44 1, Collins -1
121, 5-5 17, Eisley

1000, Kiien-
Ko 449 2.6 12. Totals 38-76 27-31 109,
18 33 26 23-100

utah 22 25 32 30-109
Three-Point Goals—Seattle 10-20 (Allen
49, Lewis 3.1, Danjel

s &
vic 0-4), Utal ricel
24,80l 25, Kmlenko o Bl
OutNo s Sactia 4 (calioon
8), Uts ( 'Okur7 Assists—Seattle
i (Rvdnou‘rtld), Utah 25, Lopez 10 Total
le

Mavericks 95, Trail Blazers 88

LLAS — Stackhouse 8-16 &-4 20, Nowitz:

Har
743 008, Totals 36-80 15-17 9.
*PORTLAND — Patierson 6 125, Ratlf3:7
926 Praybilla £72.7 10 toud
Exel 2-9 0-1 5, Miles 5-
SRR T-1557 19 Talair 03 0.0 6, Frahm 13
0:02, Totals 3484152958,

223218 23-95

Three-Point Goals-—Dallas 820 (Fniey &,
2-4, Nowitzki 0-3, Stack-

1). Fouled Out: “Rebou
s (Nowitzki 1. Pomand 4 rzybila m)v
sists—Dallas 32 (Terry 8), Portlan
dar O Paeal v

1, Portland 16.
sive Three Second, Bradley,
erson, Przybilla, -~ Randolph.
(19,980).

Nets 113, Warriors 99
NEWI[HS[V Sca\abr\ne 12 175 529 B -
00 17, S

Nowitzki, Hend-
A=16,402.

2827 28 30-113
33 25— 99

Three-point Goals—New Jersey 916 (Bu-

ford 4-5, kidd 3-6, Thomas 2

iabrine 0.1 Colden sme o

jores
nshern weerusnl) Fou\e "Out—Kistic!

Rebour (Scalabrine,
Krsuc oA Galden State 4 (Murphy 103, A5
st~ an 0_(Carter 9), Golden

Poal Foulg—New Jorsey
31" Golden State 19 Technicals—New Jersey
Defensive ~ Three — Second. - Flagrant
Touls—Marphy. A 14555, 15.556).

Clippers 105, Lakers 89

ERS - Jones 46 0.0 11 0dom 310

22'8, Mihm 2.7 0-0 4, Butl
fins 630 A 17, et 1503, Gook 610

034, Grant 0-0 3. Modvedenko 4.4 135,
Brown 0-4 0-0 0, Bobbitt 2-4 0-0 5. Totals
B9l IE.

PERS — Simmons 8-10 4-4 21,
Erand S 25, Kaman 614 -4 14,

, Brunson 3-10 0-0 6, Maggette 7-14
i85 Jarm ;5 2:24, Moore 1-42-44. Totals
39.67 24-3:

17 26 16 30— 89
LA. Clippers 22 35-105
Three- Pothoa\s LA Lakers §-18 (Jones

34, it 2 Viacie 12 Atkng

m 0-1, Bﬂ er 0-3), LA, Ciipp pers 3.8

50 Garic 11) Total Fouls— L. Laker:
Cliopors 18, Technicals—Grant, Odom
Ejected—0dom. A—20,127. (18,964).

NBA calendar

Feb. 1820 — All-Star weekend, Denver.
Feb. 24 — Trading deadline, 3 p.m. EST.
April 20 — Regular season ends.

April 23 - Playoffs beg
ZNéA predraft camp, Chicago.
ydune o — Earliest possible NBA Finals start
ate.
June 21 — Early entry draft withdrawal
deadiine.
June 23 — Latest possible NBA Finals end

lune 28 — NBA draft, New York.
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Underachieving Nuggets hire Karl

The Associated Press

DENVER — George Karl had been in-
volved with basketball since the seventh
grade, so not having it in his life for nearly two
years left him feeling empty.

Now that he’s headed back to the NBA, Karl
has a greater appreciation for what the game
has meant to him.

Out of the NBA since the Bucks fired him in
2003, Karl was back in Milwaukee on Thurs-
day to take over as coach of the underachiev-
ing Denver Nuggets. He’s expected to be on
the bench Friday night, making his debut with
the Nuggets against his former team.

“The last 18 months was the first time I was
not with a basketball team for 38 years,” Karl
said. “I now realize how fun and what a privi-
lege it is to be with a basketball team.”

The Nuggets hope his enthusiasm rubs off.

One of the preseason favorites in the West-
ern Conference, Denver hasn’t lived up to the
expectations that came with adding All-Star
power forward Kenyon Martin to a team that
had reached the playoffs for the first time in
nine years.

Plagued by injuries and inconsistency, the
Nuggets got off to a horrible start and haven’t
recovered. Coach Jeff Bzdelik lost his job
Dec. 28 and Denver has been only marginally
better under interim coach Michael Cooper,
entering Friday’s game 17-25 and 12%; games
out of first place in the Northwest Division.

Karl brings plenty of credibility, ranking
13th on the career list with 708 victories and
leading his teams to five division titles and 13
playoff appearances in 16 seasons. He has

so had experience turning around under-
achieving teams.

Karl helped Seattle reach the playoffs in
1991-92 after the team was 20-20 and coach
K.C. Jones was fired. Karl led the Sonics to
three 60-victory seasons in five years, includ-
ing a trip to the 1996 NBA Finals.

“He’s clearly one of the
best coaches in the NBA,
has always been so and his
record exhibits that,” Nug-
gets GM Kiki Vandeweghe
.said “We are very excited
to have him with u:

Karl has had clashes with players at just
about every stop in his coaching career, partic-
ularly in Milwaukee, but always seems to get
the best out of his players. The time off has al-
lowed him to take a look at his approach to
coaching.

“I feel pretty confident that I'm going to be
better because of what happened in Milwau-
kee,” said Karl, who was an analyst with
ESPN after being fired by the Bucks. “Hope-
fully, P'm an intelligent being who will learn
from the mistakes that we made here.”

BYU player accused of lying
to police will transfer

PROVO, Utah — Wide receiver Antwaun
Harris, accused of lying to police investigat-
ing rape allegations against other Brigham
Young football players, will transfer from

YU, the school announced.

The Garland, Texas, native had 17 recep-
tions for 149 yards last season.

He and defensive back Billy Skinner, 19,
‘were suspended last month after lesser charg-
es were lodged against them related to the
rape investigation. Four other players were ac-
cused of rape and were suspended by BYU
for one year.

The charge against Harris of providing
false information to police is a second-degree
felony.

“In response to the new direction this pro-
gram is taking, with an increase in both ac-
countability and discipline,” Antwuan has de-
cided to pursue his football career at another
university,” coach Bronco Mendenhall said
Wednesday. “He has my full support.”

Sports
briefs

Gatti ready to defend title against Leija

NEW YORK — In a manner matching his
aggressive fighting style, Arturo Gatti simply
presented his plan for his upcoming title bout
against Jesse James Leija.

“I'm coming to kill — not to win, to kill,” the
WBC super lightweight champion said in a
news conference Wednesday.

Gatti is known for his action-packed fights.
His trilogy with Mickey Ward is touted by
‘many as one of the best rivalries in boxing his-
tory, and he is consistently pralsed for the
heart and courage he shows in the ring.

1t’s that kind of action that fans will be look-
ing for from Saturday night's scheduled
12-round fight at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic
City. The fight will also be telecast as part of
HBO's “World Championship Boxing Series.”

The 32-year-old Gatti, 38-6 with 29 knock-
outs, won the title in January 2004, when he
decisioned Italian Gianluca Branco. He kept
the crown in July with a one-punch knockout
of previously unbeaten Leonard Dorin.

Leija, 38, is 47-6-2 with 18 knockouts.

Trinidad to fight Wright in nontitle bout
LAS VEGAS — Former three-time world

champion Felix Trinidad will fight for the sec-
ond time since coming out of

Duke: Terps
‘wanted it’
more, stole
road win

DUKE, FROM BACK PAGE

J.J. Redick led the Blue Devils
with 20 points but also had eight
turnovers, including two within
seconds in the final minutes.

Shelden Williams added 18
points and 14 rebounds.

“You have to take your hats off
to Maryland,” said Duke guard
Daniel Ewing, who was held to
nine points. “We didn’t match
their hunger. They wanted it a lit-
tle bit more, and that's why they
walked out of here with a win.”

Top-ranked Illinois (20-0) and
No. 8 Boston College (17-0) are
the only teams left without a loss.

he meets reigning 154-pound champion
‘Winky Wright on May 14.

The fight, announced Thursday by promot-
er Don King, will be held at 160 pounds with
no titles at stake.

Trinidad came off a layoff of more than two
years to knock out Ricardo Mayorga in the
eighth round last October in a middleweight
bout. A former champion at 147, 154 and 160
pounds, he is 41-1 with 34 knockouts, losing
only to middleweight champion Bernard Hop-

ins.
‘Wright (48-3, 25 knockouts) is coming off
back-to-back wins over Shane Mosley.

So. Florida
welcomes
Delgado

BY STEVEN WINE
The Associated Press

MIAMI — Carlos Delgado and
the Florida Marlins finalized
their $52 million, four-year con-
tract Thursday, a move that could
change the balance of power in
the NL East.

Delgado, who hit at least 30
home runs each of the past eight
seasons with Toronto, passed his
physical Wednesday and was in-
troduced during a news confer-
ence.

“I want to put myself on a team
that has a chance to win, and
that’s the Florida Marlins,” Delga-
do said.

Florida won out over the New
York Mets, who also offered $52
million, and Baltimore and Texas,
which each offered $48 million.

“I think this is the best fit for me
to have a chance to win,” Delgado
said. “And the fact that it’s nice
and warm here, the fact that it's
only only two hours from Puerto
Rico, yeah, it is very nice as well.”

His addition is a boost to the
Marlins, who are trying to put to-
gether a financing package for a
new ballpark.

“It shows my desire to win. Ev-
erybody knows how I hate to lose,”
Marlins owner Jeffrey Loria said.
“This signing makes perfect sense
for this team at this time.”

Florida is trying to end Atlan-

irst baseman Carlos Delgado
gives the Marlins the left-handed
slugger they've been lacking.

ta’s record streak of 13 consecu-
tive division titles.

“I still think they’re the team to
beat,” Marlins manager Jack
McKeon said. “They find a way to
come up with the players. Every-
body gave the Braves a goodbye
last year, and look what hap-
pened.”

There’s no assurance the Mar-
lins will be better than last year
after losing ace Carl Pavano
(18-8) and closer Armando Beni-
tez (47 saves) to free agency.

General manager Larry Bein-
fest slgned Al Leiter to take Pa-
vano’s spot in the rotation. Guiller-
mo Mota is slated to become a
first-time closer as part of a re-
vamped bullpen.

A left-handed power hitter has
topped McKeon’s wish list since
he became manager in 2003.

“Jack, I guess now you kno
you've go( the left-handed bat thdl
you want, ria told McKeon dur-

Mets get Mientkiewicz,

Red Sox get

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — This much the
New York Mets can count on:
Doug Mientkiewicz knows how to
hang onto a baseball.

The Mets acquired the former
Gold Glove first baseman from
the Red Sox on Wednesday for
minor league first baseman Ian
Bladergroen, and Mientkiewicz
said he intends to loan Boston the
ball he caught for the final out of
the World Series.

The 30-year-old Mientkiewicz,
who won the 2001 AL Gold Glove
with Minnesota, said Boston
asked to have the ball for one
year, and he intends to comply.

“There was never a fight, there
was never words exchanged. It
was very cordial, and we worked
something out,” he said. “T want
the fans to see it, and that’s what
both the Red Sox and I agreed on.
They waited a long time to see
that ball and to live it. The fact
that I had it was just so we could
keep it and give it to the fans and
let them see it.”

Mientkiewicz said he will not
receive any money under the deal
and “probably” would get the ball
back after a year.

“Ownership has not been re-
solved,” Red Sox owner John
Henry said in an e-mail to The As-
sociated Press.

i i that

ing Thursday’s press
“About time,” McKeon quickly
responded.

he's “doing everything they asked
me to do.”

his ball

“I didn’t expect all of this with
the ball,” he added. “Sometimes
in life you think you're doing the
right thing and it doesn’t turn out
that way. That's kind of what hap-
pened here. I didn’t think it was
going to come out to this. Like
said, I gave Derek Lowe the
Game 7 ball from the ALCS, and
no one seems to want that one.”

He already knows what he
would do if the Mets come within
three outs of a World Series title.

“I'll probably ask before the
ninth inning: ‘What do you guys
want me to do with this?” ” he said.

According to Red Sox General
Manager Theo Epstein, “the ball
issue was never a factor in this
trade or in this negotiating pro-
cess. We hdd a baseball decision
to make.”

New York obtained Mientk-
iewicz one day after Carlos Delga-
do accepted the Florida Marlins’
$52 million, four-year offer.

With the Red Sox, Mientk-
iewicz was used in the postseason
as a late-inning replacement for
Kevin Millar, the extroverted
first baseman whom Epstein
called “an integral part of our
clubhouse chemistry.”

“Both guys are everyday, win-
ning first basemen in my mind,”
Epstein said. “I wish you could
combine them. But in the end, I
think to be fair to both guys it was
the right thing to do to put them
in a position where they could get
a chance to play every day.”

Duke was in control
early in the second half, taking a
pair of eight-point leads, the final
one on a layup by Lee Melchion-
ni. Ewing set it up with a nifty
touch pass off a rebound, and it
was 42-34.

Caner-Medley quickly led the
rally. He made two free throws,
then followed with a three-point-
er and a jumper to cut the margin
to four. Later, he added a putback
to make it 47-46, and Chris Mc-
Cray gave the Terps their first
lead of the second half with a
layup.

That was the first of five lead
changes in the final 13> minutes.

“I just think he overpowered us
a few times,” Coach K said. “If
there’s one thing that won the
game, it was that his desire to win
was great. He put on a hell of a
performance.”

Ewing swished a three to put
the Blue Devils ahead 58-54, but
Caner-Medley responded with
one of his own from several feet
beyond the arc, with Redick right
in his face. Caner-Medley had his
final points from in close with
3:45 left to give Maryland a 64-60
lead, then left for good about 2
minutes later.

Redick had a steal at midcourt
and was driving for a layup, with
Caner-Medley racing back to try
to stop it. They leaped together,
and RedicK’s left-handed attempt
never touched the rim.

But Caner-Medley made it only
a few steps toward the other end
before falling to grab his left
ankle in agony. He went to the
bench, and after Shavlik Randol-
ph tied it one final time by follow-
ing up a missed free throw by
Shelden Williams, Ibekwe helped
the Terps win.

“I think that you have to win a
game against a quality team dur-
ing the year to have credibility
and believing that you're a good
team,” Gary Williams said. “I'm
not saying that because we won, I
just think that those guys have
maxed out incredibly well.

“I'm sure they’re very proud of
what they’ve done.”
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BC edges P

Boston College’s Jared Dudley drives to the basket around Providence’s
Ryan Gomes during the second half on Wednesday. Dudley scored 21
points to help the Eagles extend their unbeaten streak to 17 games.

The Associated Press

PROVIDENCE, R.I. — The Bos-
ton College Eagles believe some-
thing special is happening this
season, and it’s not luck, either.

Jared Dudley scored 21 points
and hit a three-pointer with 1:20
left to give Boston College the
lead, and the No. 8 Eagles re-
mained undefeated with a 78-75
victory over Providence on
Wednesday night.

Boston College (17-0, 6-0 Big
East) has the best record in
school history in the regular sea-
son and conference play.

“It's just something about us,”
Craig Smith, who also scored 21
points, said. “We just have a feel-
ing we can't lose right now. We al
ways go into each game feeling
we should win.”

Boston College and No. 1 Illi-
nois are the only undefeated
teams left in Division I. No. 2
Duke lost for the first time
Wednesday night, falling 75-66 to
Maryland.

Donnie McGrath led Provi-
dence (9-9, 0-5) with 17 points,
matching hlS season high, and
made five three-pointers. Lead-
ing scorer Ryan Gomes was held
to 13 points on 5-for-14 shooting.
Providence has lost five straight,

A three-pointer by McGrath
gave the Friars a 75-71 lead with
3:19 left in the game. BC’s Jer-
maine Watson then hit a floater
from the baseline to draw the Ea-
gles within two. The teams traded
turnovers  before  Dudley’s
three-pointer from the left wing
put BC in front.

“He’s exploded this year,”
Smith said of Dudley, who also
led the Eagles with 12 rebounds
and added six assists. “He should
be a name people should be talk-

N Men's Top 25
Roundup

Providence’s Dwight Brewing-
ton missed a three-pointer with
less than a minute left, but Gomes
grabbed the rebound. He whirled
in the lane, but got caught in the
air with two defenders on him
and turned the ball over.

Watson made one free throw to
give BC a 77-75 lead, but missed
the second to give Providence a
chance with 31 seconds left.
DeSean White missed a jumper
with 10 seconds remaining, and
Dudley hit a free throw two sec-
onds later to give Boston College
a three-point lead.

‘White said he was looking for
Gomes from the moment he
touched the ball.

“By the time I looked down [in
the lane], there was a double
[team] on him, and I had to do
something,” said White, who fin-
ished with eight points. “So, I
shot. I make that nine out of 10
times.”

After Dudley’s free throw, Bos-
ton College used a foul to take
some time off the clock, and
McGrath’s three-point attempt
was off the mark as time expired.

“Our kids fought hard, but I
thought BC did a better job in the
last couple of minutes, taking bet-
ter shots while our kids took some
questionable shots,” Providence
coach Tim Welsh said.

Providence led 41-38 at the
break. Two three-pointers by
Gomes and a basket by Brewing-
ton, followed by a three-pointer
by McGrath, gave the Friars their
biggest lead of the game at 55-44

rovidence to remain unbeaten

Marshall got Boston College with-
in four less than two minutes
later. Neither team led by more
than four points in the final 12
minutes.

“We didn’t get in a panic or a
frenzy,” Watson said. “We just ex-
ecuted. We didn’t get nervous.
We knew we were going to come
back.”

No. 12 Louisville 99, Marque-
tte 52: At Louisville, Ky., Larry
0O’Bannon made six &hree -point-
ers and scored 30 points, both ca-
reer highs, to help Louisville
(17-3, 5-1 Conference USA) hand
Marquette its worst-ever loss.

Todd Townsend had 17 points
for Marquette (14-5, 2-4). The
47-point margin topped the previ-
ous mark of 45 in a 57-12 loss to
Creighton in 1940.

No. 14 Alabama 60, Auburn
55: At Auburn, Ala,, Earnest Shel-
ton scored 22 points and made
five late three-pointers to lead Al-
abama to its fourth straight victo-
ry over Auburn.

The Crimson Tide (16-3, 5-1
Southeastern Conference) held
on after Auburn (9-9, 0-5) had cut
a 15 point deficit to one.

lorthwestern 75, No. 23 lowa
14 (OT): At Evanston, 111, Micha-
el Jenkins' three-pointer at the
overtime buzzer hit the rim,
bounced high and fell through to
give Northwestern (9-9, 2-4 Big
Ten) a stunning victory. The Wild-
cats rallied from 12 down with
3:27 to go in regulation.

Northwestern’s Vedran Vuku-
sic sent it to overtime when he hit
three free throws after being
fouled on a three-point attempl
with 13.8 seconds left. He
ished with a career-high 32
points, 13 in the final two minutes
of regulation.

ing about. That shot shows how
much poise he has, and he’s will-
ing to take big shots.”

less than four minutes into the
second half. A three-point play by ~ reer-high 28 points for Iowa
Smith and two baskets by Sean (14-5,2-4).

Greg Brunner had a ca-

Huskies continue to climb under Romar

BY TIM KORTE
The Associated Press

SEATTLE — Since he took over at Wash-
ington three years ago, coach Lorenzo
Romar has regularly cited Arizona as the
Pac-10 team program he most wanted to
emulate.

Well, just look at those rising Huskies.
These days, they share a remarkable re-
semblance to Lute Olson’s Wildcats.

After breaking a five-year NCAA tourna-
ment absence last season, Washington
(16-2, 6-1) is ranked No. 10 going into
Thursday night’s showdown at No. 11 Ari-
zona (16-3, 6-1).

In this week’s RPI ratings, the Wildcats
are No. 6 and the Huskies are No. 7. It's
just another area where Romar believes
his program is approaching Arizona’s
level.

“Arizona has been doing what they do
for 16 or 17 years,” Romar said. “I don’t
think we’ll have to wait another 16 years. If
we’re able to sustain this for a few more
years, then I'll be able to say, ‘Yeah, we've
elevated it ”

Washington historically wasn’t a force in
the Pac-10, yielding to Arizona, Stanford
and UCLA. But there’s no question the Hus-
kies — a talented, unselfish squad — are
contenders now.

They have their best record in 29 years,
since coach Marv Harshman's team
opened the 1975-76 season 17-1. The Hus-

&k They have great depth,
and without a doubt
they are the most
athletic team in the
conference, with us
being second. ¥y

Lute Olson
Arizona coach

kies have won 18 straight at home, the
school’s longest such streak in 20 years.

“They are playing lights out. They have
great depth and without a doubt they are
the most athletic team in the conference,
with us being second,” Olson said. “They
have great quickness. We have better size.
It will be a good game.”

Washington’s lineup includes athletic
guard Nate Robinson, standout shooter Tre
Simmons, defensive stopper Bobby Jones
and steady point guard Will Conroy. Off
the bench, it's rebounder Jamaal Williams.

“Coach Romar has prepared us very
well. He has given us a formula to win,”
Conroy said. “It’s team chemistry. The set
of guys we have, we really like each other.
We really believe in each other.”

The Huskies also have Brandon Roy,
who’s back after tearing a knee ligament

when Washington won the Great Alaska
Shootout in November, beating current Top
25 teams Alabama, Oklahoma and Utah.
Arguably the team’s most versatile play-
er, Roy was a Seattle high school star who
considered going straight to the NBA. Ulti-
mately, he picked Washington over Arizo-

na.

“My dad said, ‘You know if you pass on
Arizona and go to Washington, every time
Arizona beats you, it’s going to eat at you."
So every time I play Arizona, I've got a
chip on my shoulder,” Roy said with a
laugh.

Huskies fans weren’t chuckling in re-
cent years when talented in-state players
left. Jamal Crawford went to Michigan,
Donny Marshall to Connecticut and Luke
Ridnour to Oregon. Jason Terry and Micha-
el Dickerson played for Olson at Arizona.

Times are changing, though.

Four Huskies starters are from Seattle
and the suburbs. In November, Romar’s
staff landed seven heralded recruits —
three key in-state players. One recruiting
service listed the class No. 4 in the country.

Forward Jon Brockman from Snohom-
ish, Wash., picked Washington over Duke,
and forward Martell Webster of Seattle
Prep is considered the Pac-10’s top incom-
ing recruit and No. 5 in the nation by one
scouting service.

“If we had a losing season last year, we'd
still have been able to get some good play-
ers but not nearly the class we have,”

Romar is getting his program closer to
emulating Arizona, Thursday’s opponent.

Romar said. “It shows we’re headed in the
right du‘ecnon People are starting to be-
lieve in us.”

Win or lose in the desert this week, the
Huskies are rising.

They’ve won 12 of their last 13, including
three straight. Arizona is remarkabl ly simi-
lar, winning four in a row and 13 of 14.

“Our goal wasn't to finish eighth every
year,” Romar said. “Our goal was eventual-
ly to be in contention to win the Pac-10.”

Just like Arizona.
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Waldorf and Funk among
five Hope Classic leaders

The Associated Press

LA QUINTA, Calif. — Duffy Waldorf
rolled in eight birdie putts, didn’t make
a bogey and still had lots of company
atop the leader board.
Waldorf’s 8-under
Golf 64 in Wednesday's
opening round of the
roundup Bob Hope Chrysler
Classic was only good
enough to put him in a five-way tie for
the lead.

Fred Funk, Robert Damron, Ted
Purdy and Joe Ogilvie also opened the
90-hole tournament with 64s.

Fred Couples, the 1998 champion,
had a 65 and was in another group of
five in the desert tournament in which
scores traditionally are among the low-
est of the year.

Defending ch

irons most of the day, setting up short
birdie putts.

“Accuracy and good putting for me
today,” Waldorf said. “I putted the best
T've putted this year, really had good
pace on the and was reading the
greens well.

“I kept the ball in play for the most
part, didn’t get in a lot of trouble.”

Couples was pleased with his round,
but cautious about getting too greedy.

“You can’t go around thinking you’re
going to shoot 7-under out here every
day,” he said after his round at Tamarisk
Country Club. “What I'm trying to pay at-
temmn to is how I'm hitting the ball.

at I did today is I really drove the
ball well, compared to San Diego,
where I was everywhere. Today I hit
the ball long and straight and the course
played easy.”

Phil

who also won the event in 2002, shot 66
and was tied with six others.

Only 13 of the 128 players finished
the first round over par.

Mike Weir, the 2003 Hope champion,
carded a 71, leaving him tied for 93rd.

The players rotate among four cours-
es for the first four days of the pro-am,
then the low 70 pros and ties play the
final round at PGA West on Sunday.

Waldorf, looking for his first victory
in almost five years, began his round at
PGA West by rolling in a 6-foot birdie
putt on the first hole, then finished it
with a fine shot out of the bunker and a
4-foot birdie putt on the final hole.

He was deadly accurate with his

coming off a tie for 56th at
Torrey Pines in his 2005 debut, is seek-
ing improvement.

“My short irons, certainly that’s an
area I need to work on a lot this week,”
said Mickelson, who beat Skip Kendall
in a playoff to win the event last year.

David Duval shot 10-over 82 at PGA
West, 23 shots more than when he won
the tournament on the final day six
years ago with a tour record-tying 59 on
the same course.

Montgomerie shoots 65,
leads by three in Singapore

SINGAPORE — Colin Montgomerie

shot 7-under-par 65 Thursday to take a
three-stroke lead after the first round of

Actor/comedian George Lopez reads a
green during the Bob Hope Classic on
Wednesday. Celebrities play with pros
during the first four days of the 90-hole
event that is played on four courses.

the Caltex Masters.

The defending champion made seven
birdies at the Laguna National Golf and
Country Club to lead Nick Dougherty,
Mark Foster and Danny Chia, who all
shot 68. Seven were tied at 69.

Currently ranked 82nd in the world,
Montgomerie has set a goal of returning
to the top 25, and Thursday pronounced
himself “happier on and off the course

.. as I have ever been.”

Plenty of talk,
no settlement,
in NHL lockout

BY IRA PODELL
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The NHL and the players’ asso-
ciation were still talking.

With the season on the brink of being can-
celed, negotiations were planned Thursday night
in New York with the chance of another get-to-
gether Friday.

The sides met Wednesday for 5% hours in Tor-
onto, but there was no indication whether
progress had been made to end the lockout and
save the hockey season.

It marked the second straight week the sides
met on consecutive days. If enough progress was
made Thursday, talks were expected to resume
Friday.

The lockout reached its 134th day Thursday
and has forced the cancellation of 721 of 1,230
regular-season games, plus the All-Star Game. If
an agreement isn’t reached soon, the NHL will
likely become the first North American sports
league to lose an entire season to a labor dispute.

For the second time this week, rumors swirled
that the NHL was prepared to make another pro-
posal to the players’ association. Bill Daly, the
league’s chief legal officer, declined comment
Thursday afternoon.

If a new offer is pushed across the table, it
would be the first since mid-December when the
union invited the league back to negotiations with
a proposal that featured a 24 percent rollback of
all existing contracts and a luxury-tax system.

he league countered five days later with a sal-
ary-cap structure, a concept the NHL is insisting
on and one the players’ association says it will
never accept.

At
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T.0.'s ankle gives media something to run with

et's just hand the Super Bowl MVP
award to Terrell Owens right now.
Even if he doesn’t play a single
down for the Philadelphia Eagles
in the big game, he will deserve it. Even if
the New England Patriots win, Owens
should be the one.

Remember, the media vote on these
things, and his attempt to become the latest
Curt Schilling, Willis Reed or Kirk Gibson
creates a much-needed topic for discus-
sion. The industry has hours of video and
yards of paper fo fill, and the status of
Owens’ busted ankle is real drama, if not
real news.

Will he play or won't he?

The coach says bet on it.

The doctor says no.

The coach backs down.

The trainer says maybe.

Owens says he'll be there, because he
has been healed spiritually.

Owens jogs at practice. Trainer says
“our risk-reward is different than (the doc-
tor’s) risk-reward.”

The story has already been inflated to the
point of bursting. By next week, football
fans everywhere will recognize the Eagles’
trainer as a member of the family, a fixture
in their living rooms. The coverage will be
incessant, every day, every hour — even if
it means nothing more than repeatedly re-
playing Wednesday’s news conference.

There wl].l be no time-

Gwen Knapp

But lf he has spared
reporters a trip to see
the long snapper’s sec-
ond cousin who whittles
Popsicle sticks into im-
ages of Paul Tagliabue,
we will all be grateful
The two weeks between
the conference champi-
onships and the Super
Bowl require some kind
of distraction, regard-
less of what the coaches like to say. And for
the Eagles, the distraction may be even
more valuable than a healthy Owens.

They are playing a team that will be in
its third Super Bowl in four years. For the
Patriots, professional detachment from the
hype of the game is possible. They’re un-
likely to be overwhelmed by the reality of
it. But if the Eagles try to treat the Super
Bowl like any other game, they will be de-
luding themselves. The tension needs to be
broken, and the T.O. debate could be just
the right hammer.

Several of the Eagles have already made
it clear that they do not appreciate the sug-
gestions that they need Owens to win. They
are still being judged by their performance
in last year's NFC title game, in which
their receivers were knocked around by

Carolina’s defen-
sive backs. But
the team overall is
much better this
year, because of
the addition of
Jevon Kearse on
the defensive line
and the good
health of multi-di-

Owens

Owens added a
deep threat to the offense, but he has also
been given credit for upping the swagger
factor in the locker room. In a weird way,
his absence may have done just as much
for the team’s confidence. The Eagles won
two playoff games without him, including
Sunday’s dismantling of Atlanta, which
committed just one turnover and still
couldn't stay with the Eagles.

In Jacksonville, they will be feeding off
the athlete’s favorite energy source — per-
ceived disrespect. If they take the field
without T.O., after hearing and reading
about him all week, they won’t miss him
nearly as much as most pundits believe.
(The loss of tight end Chad Lewis is a more
urgent problem.)

Tt Owens does come out, they will get an
emotional lift, but the real issue will be

whether he is healthy enough to play at or
close to his peak. If not, will Andy Reid
have the courage to keep him on the side-
line, or use him sporadically as a decoy?

That’s what we get to ponder for the next
10 days, and the Patriots will surely appre-
ciate it. The hot air in advance of the game
will blow more toward the Eagles, giving
the Pats room to breathe. They get to con-
tinue being Patriots, the reigning champi-
ons, excellent in all the little ways that
media day doesn’t begin to explain.

‘With two weeks between the Super Bowl
and the conference championship games,
T.O. can't really be like other gimpy
would-be champs. The game before Schili-
ing’s Game 6 victory in the ALCS, the Bos-
ton Red Sox and New York Yankees played
for 5 hours, 49 minutes. The game before
that, they played for 5 hours, 2 minutes. Re-
porters and fans barely had time to catch
their breath before Schilling took the
mound on an ankle leaking blood.

For the Super Bowl, there is too much
time, not enough information, and barely
any action. An investigative reporter might
try to catch one of the coaches in a smile,
but it won’t make much of a story. No one
likes a scoreless tie. So it’s T.O. to the res-
cue, possibly for the Eagles, definitely for
the media.

Gwen Knapp is a columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle.

Cowher’s vow:
“This group
will get back up’

BY ALAN ROBINSON
The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Pittsburgh Steelers coach Bill
Cowher isn't ready to forget about 16 victories just
because of another bad playoff loss.

On Wednesday, the defiant Cowher said the Steel-
ers’ 41-27 loss to New England on Sunday will be a
springboard to more successes, not a stopping point
for a franchise that lost its fourth AFC champion-
ship game at home in 11 seasons.

Cowher, no doubt aware his team is being dis-
missed again for its inability to win a big game, said
these Steelers set a high standard for his future
teams with their unselfishness and ability to over-
come adversity.

“Please do not allow the one game to define this
season,” Cowher said. “To finish 16-2, 15-1 in the
regular season, and win 15 straight games is quite
an achievement.”

The Steelers manhandled Super Bowl finalists
New England and Philadelphia on consecutive week-
ends during the season, but became only the second
NFL team to go 15-1 and not reach the Super Bowl,
joining the 1998 Minnesota Vikings.

The one-sided loss in the rematch against New En-
gland on Sunday resulted in an emotional team meet-
ing Monday and caused at least one player, wide re-
ceiver Hines Ward, to break into tears.

“It was a very close football team, which made the
hurt that much more,” Cowher said. “I have always
said I believe the measure of any one person or
group of people should not be how many times you
get knocked down, it should be how many times you
get back up.

“This group will get back up. This is not the end.
In my mind, it is the beginning.”

Cowher did not address the repeated failure in
conference championship games or strategic points
of Sunday’s loss, including his much-criticized deci-
sion to kick a field goal early in the fourth quarter
with the Steelers in position to close within 34-27.

That move visibly deflated the largest home
crowd in Steelers history and, with Pittsburgh’s mo-
mentum suddenly halted, the Patriots scored the
next 10 points.

ill Cowher said,
“I have always
said | believe the
measure of any
one person or
group of people
should not be
how many times
you get knocked
down, it should
be how many
times you get
back up.”

P

“Life is full of disappointments,” Cowher said.
“Sometimes we wonder why. But ours is not to won-
der why, ours is to continue to try. We will do that.”

The Steelers’ roster is bound to change, with line-
backer Kendrell Bell and wide receiver Plaxico Bur-
ress among those likely to leave as free agents. Run-
ning back Jerome Bettis hasn’t decided if he will re-
turn for a 13th NFL season.

But Cowher expects his assistant coaches to re-
turn — a change from a year ago, when offensive co-
ordinator Mike Mularkey left to become Buffalo’s
head coach and defensive coordinator, and Tim
Lewis was fired.

Cowher also said Ben Roethlisberger did not
break two toes on his right foot, as the rookie said
‘Tuesday. The quarterback might have mildly aggra-
vated a toe injury that occurred in high school or col-
lege but does not need treatment, Cowher said.

The Steelers’ ability to overcome numerou
ries by having backups step in and play like starters
caused Cowher to re-evaluate his previous policy
that a starter shouldn’t lose his job to injury. Mad-
dox, Bell, running back Duce Staley and cornerback
Chad Scott were among those who didn’t return to
the lmeup after becoming healthy.

getting by it
or upsel by it but, at the same time, (if) somebody
comes in playing well and you're playing well as a
team, I don’t think you disrupt that,” Cowher said.

Despite the Steelers’ numerous injuries, only back-
up tight end Matt Cushing (wrist) and running back
Verron Haynes (knee) needed offseason surgery.

Cowher, like Roethlisberger and offensive coordi-
nator Ken Whisenhunt, also wants Burress back,
though it seems likely he will sign elsewhere. Bur-
ress and Cowher had a long talk following Monday’s
meeting.

“I think he’s matured as a person, (with) his work
ethic and his approach to the game,” Cowher said.
“If that was the last time I talked to him, I wanted
him to know how I felt.”

Couch had damage
to right rotator cuff

From wire reports

MOBILE, Ala. — Tim Couch’s
career wasn't just derailed by ten-
dinitis in 2004.

The former Cleveland Browns
quarterback was diagnosed with
fraying in his right rotator cuff,
his agent Tom Condon said
‘Wednesday from the site of the Se-
nior Bowl.

Couch, the No. 1 overall pick in
the 1999 NFL Draft, was released
by the Browns on June 11 and
signed with the Green Bay Pack-
ers. But Couch performed poorly
in training camp with the Packers
and was let go in the final cuts.

He spent the season out of foot-
ball. A two-day tryout with the Chi-
cago Bears in midseason was a dis-
appointment when Couch was un-
able to throw the second day.

Condon said Couch’s rotator
cuff didn’t require surgery. But
Couch went through a rehab pro-
gram devised by renowned orthe
pedist James Andrews of Bir-
‘mingham,

“He's been thruwing for about
10 days and looks fantastic,” Con-
don said of Couch.

‘ol so has suffered elbow
tendinitis since he left Cleveland.

Couch was sacked 166 times in
five seasons with the Browns.

Tollner joins Lions as

Briefs

Rossum, Surtain added
to Pro Bowl rosters
Atlanta Falcons return special-
ist Allen Rossum was selected to
the NFC Pro Bowl squad Wednes-
day as an injury replacement for
Detroit's Eddie Drummond.
Miami Dolphins cornerback
Patrick Surtain was added to the
AFC squad, replacing injured Bal-
timore Ravens cornerback Chris
McAlister.

Talks for new stadium
for Giants going badly

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —
Prospects for a new Giants Stadi-
um dimmed Wednesday when the
New York Giants and the New Jer-
sey Sports and Exposition Authori-
ty slipped farther apart in three
fruitless hours of negotiations.

“Right now I am not very opti-
mistic,” Giants Executive Vice
President John Mara said.

The Giants have offered to pay
the entire $700 million construc-
tion cost for the proposed
80,000-seat stadium, which would
be built ad]acent to the existing

ALLEN PARK, Mich. — The
Detroit Lions hired Ted Tollner
as offensive coordinator on
Wednesday, reuniting him with
head coach Steve Mariucci.

The 64-year-old Tollner replac-
es Sherman Lewis, who retired
after the regular season. Tollner
was offensive coordinator for San
Francisco last year and quarter-
backs coach for the 49ers from
2002-2003.

year-old facility. The two sides
are far apart on the team’s ability
to coexist with the Xanadu retail
and entertainment project being
planned for the area around Conti-
nental Airlines Arena, game day
parking arrangements and sever-
al other issues.

Plans for the Xanadu project
call for building nearly 5 million
square feet of retail, entertain-
ment and office space on top of
4,000 existing parking spaces.
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Injured Owens deserves
an MVP award for helping
fill a two-week void, Page 39

Duke gets dumped

Alumni-inspired Terps upset No. 2 Blue Devils

BY KEITH PARSONS
The Associated Press

DURHAM, N.C. — Maryland coach
Gary Williams brought in a few experts be-
fore facing second-ranked Duke.

Former stars Steve Blake, Juan Dixon
and Laron Profit visited practice this week,
giving the current Terrapins a few lessons.
They talked about having fun, about believ-
ing in themselves and about giving a full ef-
fort against the undefeated Blue Devils.

“That was huge” forward Nik
Caner-Medley said. “That was the hardest
we practiced all yea

Caner-Medley and his teammates car-
ried that message to the game, giving Mary-
land an improbable upset.

The junior had 25 points before leaving
with an ankle injury, and Travis Garrison

and Ekene Ibekwe finished off the Blue
Devils at the free-throw line in a 75-66 vic-
tory Wednesday night.

The Terrapins (12-5, 3-3 Atlantic Coast
Conference) lost three of their previous
five games, all by at least 15 points. But
they hung with Duke (15-1, 5-1) through-
out and allowed only two points in the final
32 minutes.

“[ just thought they played a little bit
harder than we did,” Blue Devils coach
Mike Krzyzewski said. “We didn’t have the
attitude that we've had the entire year.
This team has to have an edge all the
time.”

Ibekwe gave Maryland the lead for good
with a tough layup in traffic off an in-
bounds play set up by Williams during a
timeout.

That made it 66-64 with 1:23 left, and the
Blue Devils had no answer.

Daniel Ewing missed badly on a
three-pointer, and Garrison started a pa-
rade at the line for the Terps. Garrison was
S-for-6 in the final minute and Ibekwe was
4-for-4 to close it out.

“It was all about the players,” Williams
said. “We struggled a little bit this year
with our identity, for whatever reason, and
I'll take responsibility for it, but we do
have pride in our program.”

Ibekwe came off the bench for the first
time this season and scored 15 points. John
Gilchrist had 10 for Maryland.

“To be on a big stage like this and get the
win is huge,” Caner-Medley said. “My
teammates had so much heart. I really was
impressed with them.”

‘SEE DUKE ON PAGE 36

Maryland’s Chris McCray gets a slam dunk
over Duke’s Lee Melchionni during the

second half of the Terps’ upset victory
Wednesday at Cameron Indoor Stadium.

Highs
and lows

Down
Under

AP photos

Top-seeded Roger Federer, left, had his 26-match winning streak stopped by Marat Safin in a classic 4%2-hour match in the Autralian Open
semifinals. Serena Williams, right, also played a memorable match, beating Maria Sharapova in a third-set tiebreaker. See details on Page 33.
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BC escapes
Providence with
17th straight win
Page 37

Determined James
overcomes injury
to aid Cavs’ win
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Hired by Nuggets, Karl ends two-year hiatus e




